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Hew group claims Lebanon killing 


° Wi owed *° 


BEIRUT (AP) — A previously unknown group claimed responsi- 
tflify Monday Tor last week's assassination in Beirut of a Sunni 
-Mvaum fundamentalist leader. It was the second claim (or last 
T hflr sday's killing of Sheikh Nizar Al Halabi. gunned down by 
nOtfkcd assassins outside his home. His son, driver and a 
bodyguard were wounded. Two Lebanese have been detained in 
connection with the killing, which has cast doubt on efforts to 
restore stability following the end in 1990 of Lebanon's 15-year 
dtii war, Al Halabi, 43. headed the Islamic Charitable Projects 
Association, an organisation bankrolling, the fundamentalist 
Ahbashi group, whose members are estimated to number about 
5,000. His deputy. Sheikh Mohammad Oaraqira. was chosen as 
successor on the same day. A caller, speaking in Lebanese- 
accented Arabic, telephoned the Beirut office of a V 
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agency Monday to say hh “Umma Party" group was responsible 
forHaiabi's killing. “We r ■ - 
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the association's Jewish origin and conduct." said the caller. 
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Clock ticks down to 
deadline for Serbs 
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SARAJEVO (R) — North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) warplanes circled 
over Bosnia as the hours 
counted down to the Monday 
night deadline for Serb' forces 


.c v l to ease their siege of Sarajevo 
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renewed bombard- 
ment. 

Bosnian Serb big guns 
around the capital were silent 
as dusk fell ahead of the 11 
p.m. (2100 GMT) time. The 
United Nations and NATO 
bad set for Serb commander 
General Ratko Mladic to 
comply with their demands. 

‘‘If he doesn't play ball he’s 
going to get hit very, very 
hard, that is the bottom 
line,” said U.N. spokesman 
Alexander Ivanko, reflecting 
the new tough-talking mood 
since NATO's three days of 
air raids last week. 

But there was no sign of 
the guns being pulled back, 
the U.N. said, or any word 
from the Bosnian Serbs they 
would meet the demands. To 
remind the Bosnian Serbs of 
the threat two NATO jets 
roared over the “capital’’ 
Pale through low cloud. 

Exactly a week after a de- 
vastating mortar attack on a 
Sarajevo market killed 38 
people and injured 85, pro- 
voking NATO to act after 
long hesitation, the people of 
Sarajevo relished the new 
sense of protection. 

“I’m not afraid at all,” said 
cigarette-seller Zijada 
Alichehajic who was back at 
her stand where the mortar 
hit “U’s the Serb cowards 
who are .shaking In . their 
boots now... the world seems 
serious about stopping the 
war this time.” 

The United Nations has 
not waited for the deadline to 
pass to test Serb compliance. 
Convoys of trucks crossed in 


and out of the city on a road 
opened by the U.N. in de- 
fiance of the Serbs. 

U.S. envoy Richard 
Holebrooke played down the 
concerns of the Bosnian gov- 
ernment that a pause since 
Friday morning in NATO 
attacks bad gone on too long. 

“It took us many years to 
get to this point and l don't 
think a few hours either way 
is going to make a differ- 
ence,” he said. 

In Brussels, NATO offi- 
cials tried to take the heat out 
of expectations that air 
strikes might resume exactly 
at 11 p.m. said one senior 
NATO source: “The situa- 
tion wfll then be fully asses- 
sed, it is not a deadline for 
the start of bombing.” 

With the threat of further 
bombardment hovering, the 
Serbs protested that their 
counter proposals to the 
U.N. had been misinter- 
preted. But a text of their 
position was stitched with 
conditions the U.N. had 
already said it would not 
countenance. 

Mr. Holbrooke and Euro- 
pean Union mediators kept 
up a hectic pace of diplomatic 
contacts ahead of Friday's 
proposed face-to-face meet- 
ing of Bosnian, Croatian and 
Yugoslav foreign ministers in 
Geneva. 

Bosnia said again that the 
delay in air raids put its parti- 
cipation in Geneva in doubt. 

Serb military sources 
claimed they were holding 
two French aviators whose 
Mirage fighter-bomber was 
shot down during raids last 
Thursday. The news raised 
fears the Bosnian Serbs could 
use them as hostages to ward 
off fresh air strikes. 

U.N. officials in Sarajevo 
said the fact that Bosnian 


Serb army guns were silent 
suggested some compliance 
with the demands laid down 
by NATO. They stressed, 
however, that the Serbs had 
much further to go. 

Former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter, who visited 
Bosnia last December in a 
modest private attempt to get 
to grips with the conflict, said 
Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic called him on 
Monday to say his forces 
would comply with the U.N. 

But with divisions between 
the Bosnian Serb political 
and army leadership it was 
not clear how much Mr. 
Karadzic can deliver. 

The only formal reply to 
U.N. demands on record was 
made by Gen. Mladic on 
Saturday after marathon 
talks with U.N. force com- 
mander General Bernard 
Janvier. 



In his response, a copy of 
which was faxed to Reuters 
on Monday, Gen. Mladic 
gave no guarantee to open 
Sarajevo airport or to uncon- 
ditionally withdraw heavy 
weapons from Sarajevo. 

Instead he demands an im- 
mediate ceasefire throughout 
Bosnia — a concession the 
Bosnian government has al- 
ways resisted because it 
would freeze current front- 
lines to Serb advantage. 

Mr. Holbrooke’s negotia- 
tions now focus on how to 
split Bosnia between a Mus- 
lim and Croat federation and 
the Serbs roughly along the 
lines of last year's peace plan 
map. 

While both sides have 
apparently agree to a 51-49 
per cent split they are far 
apart over who gets what. 
The Bosnian Serbs currently 
control roughly 70 per cent. 


Women conference begins 
with emphasis on equality 
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BEUING (Agencies) — The 
biggest U.N. gathering in his- 
tory began on Monday in 
China's Great Hall of the 
People with an extravaganza 
that included female martial- 
arts experts and a U.N. dec- 
laration that sexual equality 
was the last great project of 
the 20th century. 

Marring the start of the 
international gathering were 
new charges involving heavy- 
handed security and the ques- 
tion of where the line should 
be drawn between Chinese 
authority and U.N. rights. 

Britain warned China not 
to intervene at U.N. sites. 
Winnie Mandela was shoved 
and refused entry to welcom- 
ing ceremonies, and 150 
women made a symbolic 
breakout from an area to 
which protests are confined. 

But in the Great Hall of 
the People there was no argu- 
ment about the tasks that lay 
ahead before women around 
the world could claim equal- 
ity with men. 


"Securing the equality of 
women and men, in law and 
in fact, is the great political 
project of the 20th century," 
United Nations Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali said 
in a speech read at the start of 
the Fourth World Confer- 
ence on Women. 

The conference, held every 
10 years, kicked off earlier 
with a lavish welcoming cere- 
mony of the hall at which a 
workers’ choir sang Beeth- 
oven's “Ode to Joy” and 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin quoted the Chinese 
saying that “women hold up 
half the sky." 

But Mr. Jiang said discri- 
mination against women was 
as old as history. 

“Prejudices against 
women, like an invisible 
chain, fetter the hearts and 
minds of millions, such out- 
worn mentality should have 
long been discarded." he 
said. 

Thirty thousand women 
have flooded into Beijing for 


the conference and a parallel 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions (NGO) forum on 
women in the suburb of 
Muairou. 

Heads of 185 government 
delegations were among the 
audience in the Stalinist-style 
hall on the edge of Tianan- 
men Square who raised a roar 
of approval when female ex- 
perts fought off male attack- 
ers with vicious kicks and 
punches in a martial-arts dis- 

play> . . L 

“A revolution has begun, 

conference Secretary- 
General Gertrude Mongella 
declared to huge cheers from 
the delegates. “There's no 
going back. There’s no going 
back.” 

"This conference is a 
milestone in the history of the 
United Nations' work for 
women," Dr. Ghali said in a 
speech delivered in his abs- 
ence. 

“Future generations will 


(Continued on page 7} 
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Dancers and singers perform during the Chinese government's official 
welcoming ceremony for the U-N. Fourth World Conference on Women 
in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing (AFP photo) 


Jordan to push 
bid to be base 
for MENAFIO 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


King, Queen on private visit to U.K. 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor 
left Amman on Monday 
for London on a several- 
day private visit to the 
United Kingdom. 

They were seen off at 
the airport by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince 
Mohammad (photo 
above). Princess Taghrid. 
Crown Prince Hassan and 


Princess Sarvath and 
other members of the 
royal family. 


Also present to bid 
farewell to the King and 
Queen were Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shak- 
er, Royal Coart Chief 
Marwan Al Qasem, the 
speakers of parliament, 
cabinet members and 
senior officials as well as 


the British ambassador to 
Jordan. 

Crown Prince Hassan 
was sworn in to serve as 
Regent during the King's 
absence. 

Accompanying the 
King and Queen on their 
visit are several princes 
and princesses and Jor- 
dan’s ambassador to the 
United Kingdom. 


Israeli, PLO delegates 
start looking at maps 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli and 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) negotiating 
teams on Monday began 
studying maps to work out 
intricate security arrange- 
ments for expanding Palesti- 
nian rule in the West Bank, a 
PLO official said. 

"Both sides will today 
open the maps and discuss 
them for the first time,” chief 
PLO negotiator Ahmad 
Qouriea told Reuters. *'We 
are in the final siages now. 
We did not open them before 
because we had to agree on- 
the principle first." 

The talks, in Israel’s Red 
Sea resort of Eilat, resumed 
on Sunday night. The sides 
are more than a year behind 
schedule on expanding 16- 
month-old self-rule beyond 
Gaza and the West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

“We are talking about bor- 
ders and security arrange- 
ments which require detailed 
maps," Mr. Qouriea said in a 
reference to an Israeli rroop 
redeployment away from 
West Bank Palestinian cities 
as envisaged in their 1993 
breakthrough peace deal. 

According to that agree- 
ment, Israel is to redeploy 
away from populated Palesti- 
nian areas, which include ma- 
jor cities and villages, but not 
from Jewish settlements and 
military sites. 

Officials say the West 
Bank could end up looking 
like a complex mosaic as the 
two sides define boundaries 
3round each town and vil- 
lage. settlement and main 
road where three different 
kinds of security arrange- 


ments are to apply. 
Elections to a Palestinian 


council to tun most aspects of 
life in -the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip would take place 
after redeployment. 

The sides are still at odds 
over such key issues as rede- 
ployment from Hebron 
where some 400 Jewish set- 
tlers live among 100.000 
Palestinians. 

Israel wants to delay rede- 
ployment from Hebron while 
Palestinians insist on a two- 
stage pullout from the city 
with temporary security 
arrangements in the Old City 
where Jews live. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- ■ 
zhak Rabin made a surprise 
visit on Monday to Hebron 
surrounded by police and 
army security that witnesses 
described as “enormous.” 
Security sources said Mr. 
Rabin wanted to examine 
security oprions. 

The two sides expect PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres to resolve some of 
the key issues at a meeting in 
Egypt’s Red Sea resort of 
Taba this week. 

Israel and the PLO signed 
an agreement last week to 
transfer eight civilian spheres 
to Palestinians in the West 
Bank. They are still strug- 
gling to agree on another 25 
spheres. 

“We will discuss the ter- 
ritorial spheres and will try to 
finalise the transfer of eight 
economic spheres, and l be- 
lieve we have very hard work 
ahead of us,” Mr. Qouriea 
said. 

During his Hebron tour 
Monday, Mr. Rabin was 


accompanied by Mr. Peres 
and the West Bank's army 
commander. Major Gen. Ilan 
Biran. 

Mr. Rabin's spokesr 
woman. Aliza Goren. said 
the group visited military in- 
stallations. Israel Radio said 
Mr. Rabin also visited the 
Ibrahimi Mosque where a 
Jewish settler shot and killed 
at least 30 Muslim worship- 
pers in February 1994. 

The site, sacred to Muslims 
and Jews, is a site of frequent 
friction between Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

On Sunday, a leading 
member of Mr. Rabin’s 
cabinet said Jewish settlers 
should be evacuated from 
Hebron, suggesting that 
otherwise it would be im- 
possible to keep Israel's 
pledge to withdraw its sol- 
diers from Palestinian towns 
in the West Bank. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of 
Palestinian students demons- 
trated Monday for a third 
straight day against the pre- 
sence of Jewish settlers out- 
side their schools in East 
Jerusalem. 

A dozen armed Israelis 
have camped day and night 
outside the unofficial Palesti- 
nian headquarters, which 
stands in the same street as 
three schools and the settlers 
want closed down. 

The students, supported by 
parents and teachers, 
shouted slogans such as 
"Rabin's peace is false” and 
“Throw out the settlers.” 

"Let us learn in peace 
read one placard in Arabic, 
Hebrew and English. 

Israeli security forces 
did not intervene. 


AMMAN — Jordanian offi- 
cials on Monday appeared to 
take in their stride reports 
that a proposed Middle East 
development bank will be 
based in Cairo but said the 
Kingdom would press its 
quest to host a related 
institution that would be to 
identifying projects. 

Some of the officials 
and other sources said the 
United States and Egypt ap- 
peared to have made a secret 
deal under which the pro- 
posed bank will be headquar- 
terd in Cairo. 

However, it also ap- 
peared that Jordan was none 
too anxious to host the bank 
either, given that the pro- 
posed entity would be grant- 
ing loans at commercial in- 
terest rates for development 
projects and concessionary 
credits, if any, would be too 
selective and limited. 

But Jordan is determined 
to realise its quest to have a 
related institution, the 
Middle East and North Africa 
Financial Intermediary 
Organisation (MENAFIO), 
said an official. 

“We don’t really care 
where the proposed bank is 
located, but we would defi- 
nitely want to host 

MENAFIO. or whatever you 
want to call it,” said the offi- 
cial, who diB not want to be 
identified. 


The official and several 
other sources, confirming 
that the U.S. and Egypt had 
reached an as-yet unofficial 
accord to have the proposed 
bank based in Cairo, asserted 
that Jordan should be in a 
better position to have a 
strong say in project identi- 
fication if MENAFIO is 
based in the Kingdom. 

strong say in project identi- 
fication if MENAFIO is 
based in the Kingdom. 

MENAFIO is a compro- 
mise reached during a recent 
meeting in Moscow of an in- 
ternational task force on .ex- 
ploring the pros and cons of 
the proposed Mideast devei-. 
opment bank after a consen- 
sus could not be reached. 

It is expected to serve as 
an interim body for two 
years in identifying projects 
that are of optimum benefit- 
to the regional parties as 
well as projects that are of 
national nature for the 
countries involved. 
Financing for the identified 
projects could come from 
various sources under advice 
by the organisation. 

However, there is no 
agreement yet whether 
MENAFIO should be auto- 
matically become the pro- 
posed development bank at 
the end of the two years or 
continue its functions. 

Several European and 
•Gulf countries argue that 


(Continued on page 7) 


Assad’s comments 
6 disappoint’ Peres 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres voiced disappointment 
on Monday at what he said 
was Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad's “pessimistic tone” 
on peace moves and his refus- 
al to enter into high-level 
talks. 

Mr. Peres told reporters he 
has confused by Mr. Assad's 
Statement at a Cairo news 
conference on Sunday that 
higher-level talks demanded 
by Israel would block the 
road to peace. 

“There was a disappoint- 
ment yesterday in the appear- 
ance of Assad both because 
of his pessimistic tone and 
also because of one answer 
which was a bit strange." Mr. 
Peres said. 

“When they asked him. 
'why don't you raise the level 
of the negotiations to a high- 
er level." he said this is the 
disease and not the cure. And 
I didn't understand why it is a 
disease.” 

Mr. Peres — in an appa- 
rent reference to peace deals 
with Egypt, Jordan and the 
Palestinians — said that past 
agreements were achieved 
through negotiations not onLy 


on the military level but also 
at the highest political levels. 

“I don’t see any reason 
why something so normal 
and accepted in the world will 
nor happen berween Syria 
and us.” Mr. Peres said. 

Four years of low-level 
talks are stuck. Damascus de- 
mands Israel return ail of the 
Golan Heights seized in 1967. 
Israel says it is willing to pull 
back but won't say how far 
until Syria commits itself to 
full normal ties. 

A parliamentary official 
said Mr. Peres told a closed- 
door committee meeting ear- 
lier that Israel's attempt to 
raise the level of negotiations 
with Syria had been turned 
down. ’ 


The official told reporters 
Mr. Peres said negotiations 
with Syria were stalemated in 
part because Damascus had 
failed to keep its agreement 
to hold talks between senior 
military officers. 

Mr. Peres said another 
problem was that Syria was 
insisting the sides had agreed 
to remove Israeli warning sta- 
tions for the Golan from the 
agenda r 


Iraqi exiles want peaceful change at top 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Ira- 
qi opponents including three 
former ministers called on 
politicians and army chiefs to 
take advantage of internal 
upheaval in Baghdad to bring 
about a peaceful change in 
government. 

The Iraqi Consultative 
Committee said in a state- 
ment that leading Iraqi and 
Arab figures met in Vienna at 
the weekend to discuss de- 
velopments in Baghdad fol- 
lowing the Aug. 8 defection 
to Jordan of two top officials. 

The group's statement was 
signed by former Foreign 
Minister Adnan Badgadji. 
former Industry Minister 
Adib Al Jader and Abdul 
Ghani Al Dali, ex-agriculture 
minister - 

The former director gener- 
al of the Iraqi Oil Ministry. 
Fade! A! Jalabi. also signed. 

Thev described as a “great 


turning point” the defections 
of General Hussein Kamel, 
ex-industry minister, his 
brother and their wives, both* 
daughters of President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

“They reveal for the first 
time the contradictions at the 
heart of the regime as a pre- 
lude to its collapse." the 
opposition group said. 

“For members of the (rul- 
ing) Baath Party and the 
armed forces they represent a 
chance to take part in a 
national effort to bring about 
peaceful change which would 
save the country from blood- 
shed and foreign interfer- 
ence." 

The statement called for a 
democratic, multi-party sys- 
tem in Iraq and a government 
which put an end to political 
oppression, and respected its 
international commitments 
and the rights of Kurds. 


It also urged measures to 
boost Iraq's economy, which 
has been crippled by five 
years of U.N. sanctions, and 
to improve relations with its 
neighbours "in order to free 
Iraq from the fall-out of the 
(1980-1988) war with Iran 
and the invasion of Kuwait" 
in 1990. 

Gen. Kamel Hassan mean- 
while denied that he planned 
to put his views to a meeting 
of opposition groups in Lon- 
don. 

Gen. Kamel is “not in- 
volved" in the meeting on 
Saturday and “will not pre- 
sent his political programme 
there." said his cousin Izze- 
din Mohammad Hassan. who 
defected with him. 

Meshaan Juburi, repre- 
senting a powerful tribe that 
was once a pillar of the Iraqi 
government, told AFP earlier 
that Gen. Kamel would send 


a recorded message to the 
meeting "to explain his views 
on the future of Iraq." 

Mr. Juburi said Gen. 
Kamel wanted to see a demo- 
cratic and pluralistic society 
in Iraq with respect for the 
rights of minorities and 
ethnic groups. 

But Izzedin Mohammad 
said: "There will be no taped 
message” from Gen. Kamel. 

The general has “balanced 
relations with the Iraqi 
opposition but nobody can 
speak for him," he said. He 
“carries out individual con- 
tacts himself with the orga- 
nisations and figures he wants 
to talk to.” 

Iraq meanwhile called on 
Iran to join it in a fight 
against the “common 
enemy” — the West. 

The economic and political 
weight of Iran and Iraq qual- 
ify them to take the role of 


the two powers that attract 
the “straying horses' in the 
jungle of the American 
wolf,” Iraq's state-run Al 
Jumhouriya newspaper said 
in an editorial. 

. “The existence of a com- 
mon enemy... which is the 
West, provides us with two 
options... the tactics coopera- 
tion option if strategic coop- 
eration is impossible." 

“The second option is 
based on agreeing on com- 
mon essential points, fore- 
most of which is confronting 
attempts to annihilate the 
Muslims and protecting their 
interests, values and princi- 
ples.” 

The editorial, marking the 
15th anniversary of the start 
of the 1980-88 Iraq-Iran war, 
was carried by the official 
Iraqi News Agency. 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Israel 


envoy to 
Cairo to 
calm war 
crime 
dispute 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel dispatched Deputy 
Foreign Minister Elie Dayan 
:o Cairo on Monday to try to 
bolster relations amid a storm 
over the killing of Egyptian 
prisoners of war (PoWs). 

“We hope that prisoner of 
war issue will not damage 
relations." said Mr. Dayan, 
who was to meet Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa later in 
the day. 

“If there was criminal be- 
haviour it was by individuals 
and not deliberate policy.” 
Mr. Dayan told state radio. 
“And anyway terrible things 
were done by both sides." 

He pointed out that under 
Israeli law soldiers guilty of 
war crimes cannot be prose- 
cuted more than 20 years 
idler the events. 

Mr. Dayan renewed an 
appeal in the Egyptian gov- 
ernment "to condemn and to 
deny” an article in a Cairo 
newspaper which accused 
Israel's Ambassador David 
Sultan of killing around 100 
Arab prisoners'of war. 

The radio said Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres had 
instructed his deputy to "go 
on the offensive" by pointing 
out that Egyptian soldiers 
had also committed atroci- 
ties. 

Reports first emerged in 
Israel last month of the mas- 
sacre of up to 900 Egyptian 
prisoners who had surren- 
dered their arms in *’• ■ ,0 56 
Suez campaign and lvo/ Mid- 
dle East war. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak called on Israel to 
prosecute those responsible. 

Israeli historian Aryeh Yit- 
zhaki. who first revealed the 
massacres, also urged Mr. 
Mubarak to investigate the 
execution of more than 80 
Israeli prisoners in Egyptian 
camps during the 1973 Mid- 
dle East war. 

"The intention is to tell the 
Egyptians that in the past 
both sides did things which 
should not have been done, 
but these were acts of indi- 
viduals. not the policy of the 
governments, and that we 
must learn from the mistakes 
of the past, and not let them 
harm relations in the presen- 
ti.’* said Dayan adie Yitzhak 
Aviead. 



HOLY CITY: A blind Palestinian holds np for sale a panorama photograph of Jerusalem with 
the real view of the Holy City and the Golden Dome of the Rock behind him. On Monday, 
Israel launched what it considers as the 3,000th anniversary of Jerusalem (see page 12) (AFP 
photo) 


Films against militants 
prove box office smash 


CAIRO (AFP) — Films 
and TV soaps critical of 
militants are proving a 
smash hit in Egypt both at 
the box office and with 
television audiences. 

“If the overriding 
theme of cinema in the 
1970s was political corrup- 
tion. which turned to the 
emergence of new social 
classes in the 1980s, now 
its focus is terrorism by 
Is!-,nists," director 
Wahid Hamed told APT. 

"Belly-dancers, former- 
ly the centre of Egyptian 
films, have given way to 
veiled women, while the 
seductive hero has been 
dethroned by bearded 
‘emirs’ (militant leaders) 
and Islamist lawyers,” 
Mr. Hamed said. 

Love scenes have been 
replaced by action shots 
such as fires in video 
stores, hold-ups in jewel- 
lers shops or attacks on 
policemen and writers. 

Mr. Hamed wrote the 
screenplay for "Birds of 
Darkness" which has 
swept the country since it 
opened two weeks ago 
and is showing on 20 
screens. 

It stars Egypt’s most 


popular comedian Adel 
Imam, who began the 
wave of anti-Islamist films 
with his 1993 ‘Terrorism 
and Barbeque" and "The 
Terrorist" a year later. 

Such films are “a very 
strong weapon against ter- 
rorism. In a country 
where half the population 
is illiterate, films and tele- 
vision are better at in- 
forming the public than 
news bulletins and arti- 
cles," Mr. Hamed said. 

The authorities, who 
keep a tight grip on the 
Egyptian media, have 
welcomed the trend and 
given it scope to act free- 
ly* 

Censors allowed "Birds 
of Darkness" to tell the, 
story of a corrupt minister 
who wins a parliament 
election by striking a deal 
with Islamic activists. 

The government also 
gave Mr. Imam unpre- 
cedented access to police 
and army equipment dur- 
ing his last three films, to 
such an extent that some 
critics accused him of 
"selling out" to govern- ■ 
ment propaganda. 

Officials have also 
opened the door to a flur- 


ry of anti-Islamist soap 
operas and series. "The 
Family,” written by Mr. 
Hamed, was the first and 
has proved the most suc- 
cessful along with the 
latest, "Escaping the Cri- 
sis." 

“Egyptian television 
will continue to produce 
works which condemn the 
practices of the extremists 
which are wrong and con- 
trary to the spirit of toler- 
ance in Islam," Informa- 
tion Minister Safwat A1 
Sherif said. 

"These works have en- 
couraged the population 
to help security services in 
their fight against fun- 
damentalists," he said. 

The confrontation be- 
tween police and Muslim 
militants seeking to over- 
throw the government has 
left about 860 people dead 
since March 1992. 

But critics say the im- 
age of Islamic activists in 
television shows is often 
"superficial and unrealis- 
tic,” according to Essam 
Bessila, from the daily Al- 
Akhbar. 

He said one series, 
"Arms and Illusion," 
shown since July could 


have "the opposite of the 
intended effect.” 

-The series was inspired 
by events in the Cairo 
slum of Imbaba, a fiefdom 
of the Islamists in the ear- 
ly 1990s, until security 
forces invaded the neigh- 
bourhood late 1992. 

Muslim extremists have 
responded angrily to the 
new trend. Last year they 
issued death threats 
against the director of 
"The Terrorist,” Nader 
Galal. and last week they 
condemhed Safwat A1 
Qusheiri, the director of 
"Escaping the Crisis." 

But directors and actors 
have sworn to “continue 
the battle." 

"My wife - insisted at 
first that I should not play 
in The Terrorisf," Mr. 
Imam has said. “But 
when she saw the corpse 
of a little girl killed in the 
(failed) assassination 
attempt against Prime 
Minister Atef Sedki”.in 
October 1993 "she pushed 
me into it." he said. 

“I am a true Muslim 
and I will wipe out terror- 
ism by continuing to make 
people laugh." Mr. Imam 
said. 


BenBaz 

urges 

Muslims to 
boycott 
women 
conference 

DUBAI (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia's leading cleric said 
Muslims should boycott the 
U.N. Fourth Conference on 
Women because some items 
on the agenda were contrary 
to Islamic principles and 
promoted obscenity. 

Gulf New agencies said 
Abdul Aziz Ben Baz made 
his statement on Sunday 
night, pvo days after a similar 
statement by the Higher 
Council of Ulema, which he 
heads. 

« 

The Council of Experts is 
the highest religious author- 
ity in Saudi Arabia, where 
strict Islamic laws are ap- 
plied. ■ 

Sheikh Ben Baz was 
quoted as saying Muslims 
should boycott the confer- 
ence, which opened in Beij- 
ing on Monday, “because its 
agenda includes decisions 
that contradict Islam." 

He said the conference is 
working to “eliminate laws 
that differentiate between 
men and women... and calls 
foT obscenity through practis- 
ing safe sex, extra-marital sex 
and educating young men 
and women about sexual 
issues." 

He said the aims of the 
conference include "stripping 
humanity of its dignity.” 

Conservatives, including 
the Vatican and a number of 
Islamic states, oppose some 
of the language of a draft 
“platform for action" to be 
debated at the conference, 
notably those parts dealing 
with contraception and abor- 
tion. 

Saudi Arabia did not send 
delegates to the conference. 

Sheikh Ben Baz, in a mes- 
sage broadcast on state radio, 
appealed to Muslim leaders 
“to take a united stand 
against this aggression that 
targets Muslim s'. ' " 

Sheikh Ben.Baz added that, 
the document also expresses 
“atheistic principles, such as 
one calling for the abrogation 
of laws making a distinction 
between men and women on 
the grounds that religion pre- 
vents equality between the 
sexes.” 

The Council of the Ulemas 
also charged in a statement 
issued Sunday the working 
document authorises “im- 
moral acts” and aims to des- 
troy family life. 


Islamist leader to stand for Algerian presidency 


PARIS (R) — A moderate 
Islamist leader and arch- 
enemy of hardline Muslim 
fundamentalists has said he 
would stand in Algeria's pres- 
idential poll on Nov. 16. 

Mohammad Nahnah, who 
is opposed both by militants 
waging war against the army- 
backed authorities and by the 
main secular political parties, 
told a press conference in 
Algiers that his Islamic socie- 
ty movement has endorsed 
his candidacy. 

But he is seen as one of the 
few politicians who can stride 
over the first poll hurdle of 
gaining 75.000 supporters' 
signatures in order to qualify 
;:n a candidate. 

His party, known by its 
Arab acronym Hamas is be- 
lieved to have more than 
250.000 supporters. 

At least 12 other politi- 
cians. including former Prime 


Minister Redha Malek, have 
already announced they will 
run for the elections. 

The poll is an attempt to 
defuse the political crisis that 
has been more than 30.000 
people killed since violence 
broke out following the au- 
thorities’ cancellation in 
January 1992 of an election 
which the fundamentalist 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
was poised to win. 

Mr. Nahnah. a former lan- 
guage teacher who founded 
Hamas in 1990, has repeated- 
ly attacked the Muslim guer- 
rillas as killers who have no- 
thing to do with Islam. 

“We could not call wh3t is 
happening in Algeria a jihad 
but violence and crime which 
God and men do not par- 
don," Mr. Nahnah said in a 
recent interview. 

He said the poll would be 


the first stone in rebuilding 
Algerian democracy. 

"Whoever wants to reach 
power should run in fair poli- 
tical competition and not 
through guns." he said. 

His party has paid for his 
veiled support of the govern- 
ment. Militants have killed 
several Hamas activists — 
including one of its fotmdos, 
Mohammad Bouslimani, who 
was kidnapped from his 
home in December 1993 and 
found, his throat slit, buried 
at the foot of a mountain in 
southwest Algiers. 

After Bouslimani's killing, 
Mr. Nahnah blasted the Mus- 
lim guerrillas as "nothing but 
brigands." 

The main opposition par- 
ties are staying away from the 
presidential fray. The now- 
banned FIS has vowed to 
wreck the poll. 


Since July, the guerrillas 
have carried out a series of 
car bombings which have kil- 
led more than -40 people, 
including six on Saturday 
when a booby-trapped ce- 
ment mixer exploded at Mef- 
tah, 20 kilometres south of 
Algiers. 

Algiers residents said a car- 
bomb went off on Sunday by 
the paramilitary gendarmerie 
station ‘in Soumaa, some 55 
kilometres south of Algiers. 
Officials were not immediate- 
ly available to confirm the 
information. 

“The carbomb attack has 
just occured. We don't know 
if there any dead or wound- 
ed." said one resident. 

The . official news agency 
'APS meanwhile said security 
forces killed 32 guerrillas dur- 
ing a week, of operations 
across Algeria. 


Cyprus murder case 
stalls on fingerprints 


LARNACA, Cyprus (R) — 
An army spade allegedly 
used by three British soldiers 
to kill a tour guide on the 
holiday island of Cyprus 
bears no fingerprints of the 
accused killers, a witness told 
a court on Monday. 

Inspector Aristophanes 
Charalambous, head of the 
fingerprints section of Cyprus 
police, testified that a spade 
listed by prosecutors as the 
murder weapon bad no fing- 
erprints on it at all. 

British servicemen Alan 
Ford, 26, Justin Fowler, 27, 
and Jeff Pemell, 23, deny 
beating Danish tour guide 
Louise Jensen to death with 
the shovel found in their 
beach buggy when they were 
arrested dose to military base 
nearly a year ago. 


They have pleaded not 
guilty to charges of abduct- 
ing, conspiring to rape and 
then killing Jensen, 23, who 
worked in the holiday resort 
of Avia Napa, on September 
13, 1994. 

The woman's battered 
corpse was found two days 
after her boyfriend reported 
she was kidnapped by the 
three soldiers. 

A pair of boots and a belt 
belonging to the woman 
found close to her makeshift 
grave in the village of Para- 
limni were also clear of fing- 
erprints, the inspector testi- 
fied. 

But he said he found 
bloodied fingerprints, and 
prints from a persons' palm 
on the beach buggy. 



More Israelis favour Golan pullout 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A growing number of Israelis 
support a withdrawal from the strategic Golan Heights in 
exchange for peace with Syria, although they remain in the 
minority, a poll showed Monday. Thirty per cent of Israeli 
Jews interviewed support a complete withdrawal from the 
Golan in exchange for security guarantees and diplomatic 
relations with Syria, compared to 23 per cent in December 
1994, a poll by the Modiin Ezrahi institute said. The 
number opposed to a total withdrawal has fallen 10 points, 
from 64 to 54 per cent, according ot the poll, conducted for 
Bar Ilan University’ strategic studies centre. The poll of 
1,233 Jewish adults was conducted last month. 

Iran says pilgrim flights to resume 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran said on Monday flights carrying 
Iranians on pilgrimage to Mecca were resuming after being 
stopped last month. The official Iranian news agency 
IRNA said the flights, from Tehran and six other cities, 
were to start on Monday “after a one-month suspension" 
to carry 72.000 Iranians wanting to perform Umrah. The 
flights were "suspended because of the Saudi government 
not issuing visa for the pilgrims,” the agency said. Iran said 
last month Saudi Arabia also refused to issue permits for 
the flights. Saudi Arabia and Iran have been at odds about 
the nature of Haj, which attracts up to two million Muslims 
from around the world. While Riyadh says that the 
pilgrimage is a religious affair that should not be politi- 
cised. Tehran insists that rallies denouncing what it calls 
enemies of Islam — the United States and Israel — should 
be held during Haj. 

Iranian ‘messenger’ sentenced to death 

DUBAI (AFP) — An Iranian national proclaiming himself 
the "messenger of God" has been sentenced to death in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Iran’s General Consul 
Rahim Abedan Zadeh said here Monday. Hassan Gholam 
Hussein Dana. 35-year-old trader, was convicted of apos- 
tasy on Aug. 2 by Islamic criminal court of Sharjah. Mr. 
Dana proclaimed himself "messenger of God" for the first 
time in September 1994 during a trial by the same court, 
which had accused him with two other men of embezzle- 
ment. Mr. Zadeh said, adding that he repeated his claim 
later in jail. The court did not say when Mr. Dana would be 
executed. Mr. Zadeh confirmed that an Iranian religious 
scholar had visited Mr. Dana to talk him into repenting. A 
newspaper here, Al Khaleej, said the court had given Mr. 
Dana ten months to "repent and reenter the rightful path." 
but he insisted on being "messenger of God even if given 
ten years." 

British energy secretary visits UAE 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — British Energy Secretary Tim 
Eggar arrived in the United Arab Emirates (LTAE) on 
Monday for talks on energy cooperation and the world oil 
market, British embassy officials said. The officials gave no 
further details of the visit, which followed criticism by Gulf 
states and other oil producers after Britain increased oil 
output from its North Sea fields. The 12-nation Oreanisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) has 
blamed Britain, Norway and other independent oil produc- 
ers for weak crude prices, which have remained nearly four 
dollars below OPECs target of $21. British Petroleum is a 
key shareholder in Abu Dhabi's energy sector along with 
the French Total and the Japan Oil Development Com- 
pany. The official news agency WAM said Mr. Eggar was 
met by former Oil Minister Yousef Omair Ben Yousef, 
director of .the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company 
(ADNOC) and secretary general of the Supreme Pet- 
roleum Council, which runs the emirate’s energy sector. 
The UAE is the third biggest producer in OPEC, with an 
output quota of 2.16 million barrels per day. 

Kuwait foils ‘infiltration’ attempts 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwait has foiled several 
infiltration attempts by sea. the interior minister told 
Monday’s A I Watan newspaper. Sheikh Ali Sabah AI 
Salem AJ Sabah did not specify where thue infiltrators came 
from, but said that there was “no need for concern." 
Kuwait often reports infiltration attempts by Iranians and 
Iraqis, most of them seeking work in the oil rich Gulf 
country. He also said there “has been no change" on the 
northern border with Iraq, and that Kuwait continues to 
monitor "closely" the situation there. Some 1.400 U.S. 
soldiere began last Wednesday war games in the Kuwaiti 
desert in a bid to deter Iraq from launching any attack on 
the emirate. Kuwaiti troops are to join the manoeuvres by 
mid-September. 

Greece protests use of name ‘Macedonia’ in Beijing . 

ATHENS (AFP) — The Greek delegation to the World 
Conference of Women has protested to the United Nations 
about the use of the name "Macedonia" to refer to 
delegates from that country, the Greek press reported 
Monday. In a letter to the United Nations Saturday, the 
head of the Greek delegation Maria Arsenise reproached 
the organising committee for having referred to the 
delegation from the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo- 
nia as "Macedonian.” She stressed that "there is no state at 
the United Nations under the name of Macedonia." The 
matter has been a sensitive issue for Greece since the 
breakup of the former Yugoslavia. Athens is refusing to 
recognise the former Yugoslav republic under the name of 
Macedonia, which it considers as part of the Greek national 
heritage. In 1993, the United Nations recognised it under 
the name "the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.". 
But Greece has imposed an economic blockade against its" 
neighbour since February 1994 and Washington is trying to 
convince the two sides to resume U.S. -brokered negoti- 
tions. deadlocked over the parties’ refusal to make 
concessions. 
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St, Mary of Nazarrth Church 
Svctfich. TeJ SI 0740 
kswndjUn of Cod Church, Tel. 

A’* liS." 

Si, Joseph Church Tel. 6245*1. 


Church or the Annunciation Tel. 
6374411. 

Do la Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasaacta Church. Tel: 62236h 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 63MXSI. Tel. 
02S54.V 

Armenian Cathode Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian OrtooOoi Church icl. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman Inlemathmal Church Tel. 
052526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 

H2432X. 

Germ an -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tri. 6X4195 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Nazarme Tel. 675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church In 
Amman 
Tel. XI 1295. 

WEATHER 

BuUciin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology, 

A cold and relatively humid air 
maw Mill affect the Kingdom, so 
skies will he partly cloud v with a 
chance of showers and winds 
westerly moderate In active. In 
Aqaba. winds will he northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 15 /26- 

Aquha 22/ 33 

[4/3(1 


Jordan Valley 2U/34 

Yesterday % high temperatures: 
Amman 26. Aqaba 33. Humidity 
rcadings:_ Amman 57 per cent. 
Aqaba 3" • -t 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Munihcr Al Quraini .... X842K6 
Dr. Khalil Ahu Marjnuh ... 779797 

Dr. Khalil AITusluq 757253 

Dr. Mohammad Shaqair .... 652093 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77X336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 6371155 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A| Salam pharmacy 63673(1 

Yaconb pharmacy 644945 

Shmersani pharmacy 637660 

Natroukh pharmacy 623672 

Najih pharmacy X47652 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ali Shnqatri 246140 

A Iquds pharmacy |_j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Halasah 9X2766 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9X54 17 

emergencies 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency *199 

Rescue Police 142.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police X4340? 

Traffic Police KQ6390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605X00 

Price Complaints «» 1 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7X71 H 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) . I?l 

Overseas Calls utuLMl 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repaid 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 6X0100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

KI5615 

Electric Power 

Company 6363X1 

RJ Right Information .... UB-532UO 
Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport CW-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre XI 3X1 3/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 


. 6442X1/6 

Akilch Maternity. J- Amn. 

642441/2 

Juhal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

AFMuashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Ahdalf 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AFMuhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Asbrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marks R9161 1/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 686100 

Amai Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and. 
Special Surgery K65199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)9X3323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)9130560 

IhnSina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikma Modem Hospital (OWOW 
IRBID: 

Princess Boon Hospital (021 275555 

Greek Carhcto ftospnal (02)272275 

Ihtl Al Nafccs Hospital (CJ2J247lffl 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

international 

AIRPORT 

This information » supplied by 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (W)S3ZP0- 
5. where it should alwavs he veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

64:10 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 


68:00 .. 


9:15 ... 


IflJS .. 


10:45 . 
Ife56 .. 

. Al ‘Ain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

17:40 


17:50 .. 


18425.. 
19:00 .. 
•2 JO.. 

Chicago. Amsterdam ( RJ) 
.... Cairo. Alexandria (RJ) 
Madrid (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

04:20 Vienna (OS) 

«fc45 Cairo (MS) 

13:40... Ahu Dhabi. Bahrain l GF) 

14:00 Munich (YPl 

14:00 Riyadh (SV) 

14:20 Rome ( AZ) 

21:00 Aden IDY) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

23:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

<Xh55 Bucharest (RO) 

departures 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

0&40 Beirut (RJ) 

«hW> Aqaba (RJ) 

09:40 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

12 dW Mon (real. Toronto (RJ) 

12:10 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

1 2.-45 .... Amsterdam. Detroit (RJ) 

13:00 Geneva. Brussels (GF) 

1*10 Paris (RJ) 

»*10 Cairo. Alexandria (RJl 

14:05 London (RJ) 

Madrid (RJ) 

21:05 Lamaca (RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Z 1 **® Damascus (RJ) 

22£9 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

22z3Q 

Ruala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

SS 5 ** Damascus. Paris (AF) 

**2” Vienna (SD) 

[J* Abu Dhahi (GF) 

Sharm A) Sheikh. Munich (YP) 

I®*® Damascus (AZ) 

Riyadh (SVi 

25 x"” Adcn(DY) 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

HI J AZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 


Dep. Amman 6:00 every Monday 
Arr. Damascus 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dep. Damascus 

7:30 a.m. every Sunday 
Arr. Airman 

5;fX) p.m. every Sunday 


MARKET PRICES 

Uppcrilowcr price in fih per kg. 

APP*c 600/400 

Banana gw 

Banana (Mukammarj 620 

CaMttgc 140 / 80 

Carrol 350/250 

Cauliflower 24W18U 

Cucumbers (large) 150/100 

Cucumbers (small) 260 / 1X0 

«gplant 200/ 120 

SP. 370/250 

? riic 700/SOO 

Z™*** 750/600 

p uawa snewion 

Lemon 3MV300 

Marrow flargcj 250/ 150 

Marrow (small) 420 / 320 

140/ 100 

X™ 3 800/700 

Onion (dry) 240/ 180 

450/350 

reaches 900/750 

200/ 100 

Pepper (sweet) 200 ( 100 

Pomegranate 35U/250 

Potato ■ ... 24IU icn 

String Beans 680 / 500 

Sweet Melon 330 / 250 

Tomato 140/80 

Water Melon : 2S0U / 120 
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Princess Basma elected vice chairperson 
of Beijing conference for Asian region 

By Caroline Faraj 

Special to the Jordan Times 

BEUING “ Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma, 
the bead of the Jordanian 
delegation to die Fourth 
World Conference on 
Women which opened here 
Monday, has been elected 
vice chairperson of the con- 
ference for the Asian 
region. 

Pakistani Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto, 

Bangladeshi Prime Minister 
Kbalideh Dia and die beads 
of the Japanese, Malaysian 
and Syrian delegations 
share the same post with the 
Princess. 

Princess Basma Monday 
‘visited Ms. Bhutto and dis- 
cussed the role of Arab and- 
Isiamic nations at the Bei- 
jing conference. 

The Princess praised Ms. 

Bhutto's role in represent- 
ing Islamic views and dis- 
cussed scopes of coopera- 
tion . in social affairs 
between Jordan and Pak- 
istan at the bilateral and 
non-governmental levels 
espicially in .matters rele- 
vant to women. 

Princess Basina later 
received the head of the 
Botswana delegation and 
discussed coordinating the 
standpoints of Third World 



countries at the conference. 

Princess Basma also met 
with the executive director 
of the United Nations Chil- 
dren's Fund (UNICEF) 
Carol Bellamy to discuss 
cooperation between the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF) and 
UNICEF. 

The areas of particular 
interest to both organisa- 
tions would be the expan- . 


si on of kindergarten ser- 
vices and the development 
of social services for 
women and children in Jor- 
dan. 

Earlier, . the Princess 
chaired a meeting of the 
Jordanian delegation to the 
Bejing conference and 
reviewed the different 
issues contained within the 
international document to 


Yemeni minister visits Civil 
Service Consumer Corporation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Yemeni 
Minister of Supply ami 
Trade Mohammad Afandi 
Monday visited the Civil 
Service Consumer Corpora- 
tion (CSCC) to get acquaint- 
ed with the corporation's 
system and services to the 
public. 

The CSCC sells goods to 
government employees and 
their families - at reduced 
prices. ~ 

In 1994 the- CSCC bought 
JD 20 million worth of com- 
modities from the local mar- 
ket and JD 3 million from 
abroad, according to the cor- 
poration's Director Abdul 
Hadi Mahaiery. who accom- 
panied the Yemeni delega- 
tion on a tour of CSCC 
stores. 

In its 1994 operations the 
corporation made a 2.6 per 
cent profit on sales, said Mr. 


Mahaiery. 

Prices of goods sold at the 
CSCC stores were 30 to 40 
per cent less than those in 
the local markets, he added. 

The Yemeni minister said 
his country was keen to 
leam about consumer ser- 
vices from Jordan since 
Yemeni civil servants are 
also considered within the 
limited income group cate- 
gory. 

Mr Afendi also visitetf 
Jweideh stores operated by 
the Ministry of Supply to 
look at the system of storing 
supply commodities. 

The Yemeni official and 
his accompanying delega- 
tion earlier met members of 
the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce to discuss Jor- 
danian- Yemeni trade 

exchanges. 

According to Chamber of 


Commerce sources, Jordan 
last year imported nearly JD 
3.4 million worth of Yemeni 
products and sold Yemen JD 
7.3 million worth of national 
goods. 

The sources said that in the 
first half of 1995 Jordan 
imported JD 700,000 worth 
of Yemeni goods and sold 
Yemen JD 4 million worth 
of Jordanian products. ' 

• Chamber of Commerce 
Vice Chairman Riad Saifi 
suggested that the two coun- 
tries agree on a maritime 
transport system between 
Aqaba and Hudeideh ports 
to facilitate trade exchanges. 

He also called for joint 
ventures by private sectors 
in both countries to promote 
trade and economic rela- 
tions. 


timms m im cm 


VIDEO FILM PROGRAMME 

*"Films des Freres Lumiere," at the 
French Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


PLAY 

* Play (in Arabic) entitled "The 
Mule" at the Royal Cultural Centre 
at 7:30 p.m. 

SHORT STORY RECITAL 

* Recital of short-story by Mufleh 
Adwan at the Phoenix Gallery for 
Culture and Art at 7:00 pjn. 

NEWS 

4 McNeil-Lehxer News Hour at the 
American Center at 5:00 p.m. 

DARAT AL FUNUN 
SUMMER '95 ACTIVITIES 

Lecture 

Contemporary Arab Printrnak- 
ing" by Rashid Diab, Rafa Nasiri 
and Dr. Khalid Khreis at 8:00 p.m. 
Exhibitions 

* Works of graphic art by several 
artists and students at the South 
Gallery. 


* ti 


“Photography of Jordan, 'Elements 
in Harmony* by Hala Hodieb at the 
plue House. 

* D®play of painted stone and steel, 
J Embargo Art* by Iraqi artist Nuha 
A1 Radi at the Garden of the Blue 


House. 

* 'Early Morning Scribbles* by 

Lebanese artist Amin A1 Basha and 
Jordanian artist Rajwa Bint Ali and 
Tate Night Scribbles* by AminAl 
Basha and Jordanian artist Ali 
Bermamet 

* Sculpture by Rajwa Bint Ali at the 
Open Air Sculpture workshop. 

“Ceramic shop at the Lower Garden. 

*Works by contemporary Arab 
artists at the Central Gallery. 

* 3-D experiments in calligraphy by 
Usama Khalidi at Library. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Work by Ali A1 *Ubaidi at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Works by Mohammad Ali Shakir 
at Ab'ad Art Gallery. 

Tain tings by Palestinian artist 
Samira Badran at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman. 

•Exhibition of Egyptian products at 
the Amman International Auto 
Show, Airport Road. 

•Exhibition demonstrating the 
development of cinema over the 
past century at the French Cultural 
Centre. 



Jordan Times, Tuesday, September 5, 1995 


Regent sees financial industry cooperation 
as road to international markets 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Monday told bank execu- 
tives, industrialists, and 
insurance brokers that coop- 
eration among their indus- 
tries -would greatly help Jor- 
dan move into the interna- 
tional financial market- 
places. j 

Addressing the final ses- 
sion of a two-day meeting 
on topics related to the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
(MENA) conference, the 

Regent said he hoped the 
planned regional develop- 
ment bank will create 
bridges between Jordanian 
financial markets and inter- 
national financial institu- 
tions. 

The bank would help local 
finan cial institutions interact 
with and incorporate them- 
selves into the world finan- 
cial market, the Regent said. 

The two-day meeting held 
at the Amman Marriott 
Hotel in Amman was attend- 
ed by 50 delegates repre- 
senting banking instititu- 
tions and other companies. 

The Regent said dialogue 
helps the exchange of ideas 


aimed at encouraging invest 
meats and urged the dele- 
gates to maintain their con- 
sultations and meetings 
especially after the confer- 
ence is over. 

The Regent said financial 
institutions and banks pos- 
sess the mechanism and the 
expertise to play a key role 
in investments and in help- 
ing the Jordanian economy 
link up with world 
economies. 

With Jordanian banks pos- 
sessing assets estimated at 
more than $8 billion, institu- 
tions should cooperate with 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
to promote the work of other 
sectors in the Jordanian 
economy through their 
expertise, the Regent said. 

The Regent also urged 
local businesses and banking 
institutions to benefit from 
experiences of similar insti- 
titvtions in south Asia, Japan 
and Malaysia, countries, be 
said, that have achieved 
marked successes in helping 
their nations achieve devel- 
opment and prosperity. 

The Regent called for the 
creation of institutions spe- 



His Royal Hig hness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Monday attends a meeting t>i* 
bank executives, industrialists and insurance brokers during the conclusion of a two- 
day seminar organised as part of preparations for the October Middle East sp.c North 
Africa conference (Petra photo) 


cialising in legal affairs and 
economy-related contracting 
to serve as an informational 
source to local and foreign 
investors. 


The government is expect- 
ed to finalise proposed legis- 
lation designed to provide 
guarantees on investments, 
die Regent added. 


The meeting sz:c- 
sored by she World Affrtirs 
Ccuocii in Amman and.’. he. 
Association of Ban-v-r :r. Jor- 
dan. 


Officials say MENA conference to centre on 





Minister of industry and Tbade Ali Abul Ragheb (second right) addresses the media at a meeting called to outline 
preparations for the Middle East and North Africa conference scheduled in October in Amman. On the podium from 
left to right are Director GeneraJ of the Amman Financial Market Umayah Touqan, Minister of Commur.icaticns 
Jamal Sarairah, Mr. Abul Ragheb, and Ministry of Information Secretary General Nayef M&uia (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan- 
ian officials Monday briefed 
the media on preparations 
for the coming Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
conference scheduled • to 
convene here next month 
saying that 1,000 partici- 
pants, mainly businessper- 
sons, are expected to take 
part in the three-day meet- 
ings. 

Minister of Industry and- 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb told 
ihe meeting that the confer- 
ence aims to help rehabili- 
tate the economies of the 
region after years of military 
struggle and tension - that 
kept them away frpnf inter-, 
acting with world 
economies. 

He said that the MENA 
conference is expected to 
create an opportunity for 
Jordan to present its inte- 
grated and developed infra- 
structure, its opportune 
investment climate and its 
potential for absorbing 
investments at the regional 
and international levels. 

The coming meeting will 
not be Jordanian in nature 
but rather will assume an 
international character and 
will reflect the tendency on 
the part of the countries of 
the region to move from a 
stage of making peace to a 
stage of building compre- 
hensive peace through coop- 
eration among themselves 
and with the rest of the 
world, said Mr. Abul Ragheb 
who beads a ministerial 
committee charged with 
preparing for the confer- 
ence. 

Noting that the past few 
years have witnessed the 
formation of world econom- 
ic blocs, the minister said 
tbai tiie time has. come for 
this region to create its own 
economic group, adding that 
the conference will also 
offer opportunities for 
launching such cooperation. 

Reporting on the work of 
the steering committee for 
the conference, the minister 
said that it derided that dis- 


cussions should centre on 
four points: infrastructure, 
trade and industry, financing 
and investment and econom- 
ic environment. 

Saying that the various 
participating parties still 
exchange views on the con- 
tents of the Amman MENA 
declaration, the minister said 
it is clear that the document 
will declare the following: 
agreement on important 
regional projects, the cre- 
ation of a Middle East 
Development Bank, arid the 
creation of a regional 
tourism council and a 
regional business council. 

Referring to the role of the 
private sector, the minister 
said that it will be a full part- 
ner with the public sector in 
reconstruction and rehabili- 
tation processes particularly 
in infrastructure projects. 


With regard to the projects 
that will be submitted to the 
conference, the minister said 
that they will be drawn from 
four categories. 

The first category 
includes 27 projects worth 
nearly $3.5 billion in energy, 
industry, transport, commu- 
nications, tourism, water, 
and the environment. 

The second category 
includes 65 Jordanian small 
and medium size projects, 
and third category comprises 
projects that will be carried 
out in the Jordan Rift Valley. 

The fourth category covers 
projects which will be sub- 
mitted by the Jordanian pri- 
vate sector. 

The minister said regional 
projects will be submitted by 
Jordan jointly with Egypt, 
Israel and the Palestinian 
National Authority. 


According to Mr. Abul 
Ragheb. the meetings will 
be held at the Royal Cultural 
Centre and the Palace of 
Culture of the A! Hussein 
Sports City, aod various 
project plans will be printed 
and distributed to the dele- 
gates at the conference ses- 
sions . 

- Addressing Monday's 
'meeting also, Umayah 
Touqan, Director General of 
the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket, said that invitations had 
gone out to 60 countries 
around the world. 

He said that a steering 
committee chaired by the 
United States has held- three 
sessions to prepare for the 
conference and is planning 
to iiold another meeting in 
Madrid on Sept. 14. 

Dr. Touqan, who is the 
conference rapporteur, said 


that most of the delegates, 
expected tc attend represent 
the private sector. 

Another official. Sasscm 
Awadallah, economic advi- 
sor at the Prime Ministr... 
told the meeting that ti le iial-" ' 
ian government has provid- 
ed S3 mill ion tc finance tee 
preparation of the main plan . 
for the development of —e -- 
Jordan Rift Vaiie;.. ana me 
World Bank has offered 
S250.009 :c. frnszee the 
preparation of ‘.entier coc'i-* 
meats for these schemes. 

Dr. Aw adai i an scjc de'>:a~i" 
for these projects v.iti tike 
time to prepare, ard s:~.e. - 
such as tile Red Sec-Uead ' l 
Sea canal, would like 15’ ^ 
years to itr.p'ensr.:. '■■ r.V.e 
the search for lands to 
finance such projects wotiii 
continue. 


Judge expels sabotage defendants from, corf 

Trial of suspects in shooting of French diplomat opens ioaay 


‘First rains 
expected’ 

AMMAN (Petra) — A cold 
front centred over Turkey 
could bring the early rains 
to the north of Jordan today 
just .ahead of autumn, 
according to the Department 
of Meteorology. 

A department spokesman 
Monday said skies will be 
cloudy to partly cloudy with 
temperarures at least six 
degrees below average for 
this time of year. 

He added "that there is a 
strong probability of show- 
ers in the nonh. 

The highest temperature 
expected for Wednesday is 
26*C. dropping to a low of 
15 B C at night, according to 
the department spokesman. 

The southern and eastern 
parts of the Kingdom will 
be affected by sandy winds 
during the day. 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Seven people 
accused of sabotage 
appeared at the State Securi- 
ty Court Monday, but imme- 
diately disrupted courtroom 
activities by charging they 
did not believe in the court 
justice system. 

When the defendants were 
called to the stand, they 
refused to come forward, 
saying "We are "Ansar 
Allah" (meaning "Support- 
ers of God") and rejected the 
appointment of lawyers to 
defend them. 

Presiding Judge Hafez 
Amin then expelled them 
from the courtroom. 

The seven were pan of a 
group of 13 men known as 
Bay 'at A1 Imam (pledge of 
allegiance to the leader), 
who were arrested before 


actually carrying out any 
offence. 

The remaining six sus- 
pects. most of them under 
30. were released on bail 
pending trial. But when 
they failed to appear in court 
on Monday morning, a new 
arrest warrant was issued by 
Judge Amin. 

Three court appointed 
lawyers were named to 
defend the suspects. They 
are: Asma Khader. Samib 
Husseini and Saleh Armouti. 

The court set Sept. 24 as 
the date for the resumption 
of the trial. 

According to sources who 
spoke to the Jordan Times 
last month, the group had 
"sub groups" which did not 
know of each other's exis- 
tence. 

The group followers 
believe only themselves to 


be the "true followers' of 
Islamic faith and do not 
attend mosque prayers or 
schools because they reject 
the entire system, the 

sources said. 

Meanwhile, the triai of 
two suspects accused of 
shooting and wounding a 
French diplomat last March 
will open today at the same 
court. 

Salem Abdullah Jaradat 
and Ahmad Qassera. both 
22 , are accused in the Feb. 
24 attack on Gil Heine, a 
second secretary at the 
French embassy. 

They will be formally 
charged with attempted mur- 
der, plotting to cam - out 
extremist attacks and pos- 
session of illegal arms and 
explosives. 

According to the prosecu- 
tor charge sheet, the two sus- 


pects. a scnoo-1 rr.esrir.je. - 
and a furniture i'r.oz- a-s i>- 
tanL made explor.ve tie . icr* 
and wanted iitiic ^ 
touris: bus :z iouihem Jor- 
dan. but were i \ r b; 

the presence cr. 
guards arc end the vehic e. 
The two then r"e«u. ‘ 

Snore y iner-vjrtis. 
came acrot : Mr. 
his wife who had r.cpoec 
their car a: a veeffe scc‘ ir: 
Wadi Majib. 

The sy>p L rC;t .’or’.iw m; 
couple io get <nrc- the :ar 
gun point, the pro e cut! on 
said." 

Mr. Heine denied iviifc 
the assailant*. 

A police patro. r.-mcec :h ; 
quarrel and came to the res- 
cue. the document sciti 
adding that the ^.aspects then 
shot me envoy in -.he ches: 
and fooL 





_ .*1 

f /. 


4 World News 
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Strike shuts down Karachi 


KARACHI. Pakistan (AP) 
— A militant ethnic group 
shut down Pakistan's largest 
city of Karachi Monday with 
a strike to protest alleged 
police abuses of female 
activists. 

At least eight people were 
killed overnight and Mon- 
day in suike^related vio- 
lence, police said. 

Among the dead was a 
plainclothes police officer, 
who was taken off a bus late 
Suoday by unidentified gun- 
men and executed, witnesses 
said. 

A fellow officer, who was 
travelling with him. was 
taken by the gunmen and has 
no.t been seen since. 

The killings occurred 
dcspiie a government order 
to Karachi Security Force to 
shoot on sight anyone carry- 
ing a weapon or disturbing 
the. peace. 

The order, issued late Sun- 


day by Interior Minister 
Nasrullah Babaar, was 
strongly condemned by. the 
Mobajir Qaumi Movement, 
the group that called the 
strike. 

41 No individual minis ter 
has the right to make his 
own laws . .. It is an incen- 
tive to kill people. It's the 
law of the jungle,”Shoaib 
Bokhari, MQM spokesman, 
told the Associated Press. 

Karachi, a bustling port 
city of 12 million people, 
was completely closed Mon- 
day. The Karachi Stock 
Exchange and financial 
institutions remained closed. 

Operations at the Arabian 
Sea port ground to a halt and 
the usually teeming streets 
were largely deserted. 

Police and rangers 
patrolled the more violent 
neighbourhoods in central 
and west Karachi in 
armoured personnel carriers 


and jeeps mounted with 
machineguns. 

In several neighbourhoods 
boys set at least 10 vehicles 
on fire, including a passen- 
ger bus. police said. In cen- 
tral Liaqatabad and Western 
Orangi neighbourhoods 
young men with guns 
roamed the narrow lanes fir- 
ing at police patrols and hid- 
ing. 

Gunmen attacked a police 
patrol in central Karachi, 
injuring two officers, police 
said. Another three members 
of the security force were 
injured in separate firing 
incidents. 

Strikes have become a reg- 
ular means of protest fix the 
MQM, which represents 
Indian Muslims who settled 
in Pakistan after indepen- 
dence in 1947. They say the 
government discriminates 
against Mohajirs denying 
them access to good jobs 


and educational institutions. 

MQM leaders say Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto’s 
government is trying to 
crash the organisation, her 
biggest political opposition 
in Karachi. 

Police blame much of the, 
violence in Karachi in recent 
months on the largest faction 
of the MQM, led by Altaf 
Hussein, who lives in. 
Britain. At least 1,300 peo- 
ple have been killed so far 
this year. 

In recent weeks police and 
rangers have been conduct- 
ing house-to-hose searches 
in some of the hardest hit 
areas looking for weapons 
and militants. 

International human rights 
groups and residents have 
accused the police of using 
excessive force, illegally 
detaining young men and 
taking bribes before releas- 
ing them. . 


Britain, Ireland meet on N. Irish peace deadlock 


DUBLIN (R) — The British 
and Irish governments held 
crunch talks Monday to 
defuse a crisis over the 
decommissioning of IRA 
guerrilla arms which has 
brought their year-old 
Northern Ireland peace drive 
to a standstill. 

Irish Foreign .Minister 
Dick Spring and Britain’s 
Northern Ireland Secretary, 
Sir Patrick Mayhew, met in 
Dublin at the start of a cru- 
cial week for Anglo-Irish 
efforts to convene all-party 
talks on a lasting political 
settlement. 

Neither minister made any 
comments to waiting 
reporters. 

Sir Patrick was then due to 
travel to the Northern Ire- 
land capita] Belfast for a 
meeting with Gerry Adams, 
president of the Irish Repub- 
lican Army's (IRA) political 


wing Sinn Fein. 

The meetings are supposed 
to lay the groundwork for an 
Anglo-Irish summit in 
Britain Wednesday at which 
new proposals to breathe life 
into the peace process are 
expected to be unveiled. 

But there are signs they 
will run into stiff opposition 
fiom Sinn Fein, which seeks 
to end British rule of North- 
ern Ireland, because they 
may seek to get the IRA to 
disarm before Britain con- 
venes talks on a political set- 
tlement. 

Mr. Adams said at the 
weekend there was no way 
the IRA would contemplate 
handing over weapons used 
in a 25-year war against 
Britain and repeated his call 
for a date to be set for all- 
party talks. 

But Britain says no politi- 
cal group can come to the 


conference table as long as it 
has an army of supporters 
still in possessions of 
weapons it might use to 
resume its war if the discus- 
sions founder. 

Irish officials say British 
Prime Minister John Major 
and his Irish counterpart 
John Bruton will establish 
an international commission 
Wednesday to oversee the 
surrender of IRA and Protes- 
tant loyalist weapons. . 

But Mr. Adams has made 
clear there will be no point 
in establishing such a body 
if its brief is to take IRA 
arms out of service before 
ad-party talks are launched. 

George Mitchell, a former 
U.S. senator who heads 
President Bill Clinton's Ire- 
land economy advisory 
team, is expected to-head die 
commission and involve 
Washington directly in the 


peace process for the first 
time. 

Sources close to the peace 
process said the Dublin gov- 
ernment believes a commit- 
ment by the IRA not to use 
its arsenal first or for any 
reason other than self- 
defence might help break the 
peace process log-jam. 

Protestant loyalist gun- 
men, who fought for 25 
years to keep Northern Ire- 
land British, made a similar 
pledge this month and have 
called on their IRA rivals to 
do likewise. 

The rival guerrillas called 
ceasefires last year which 
have led to 12 m'onths of 
rare peace but little real 
progress towards reconcil- 
ing Protestant determination 
to keep Northern Ireland 
British and Catholic dreams 
of a re-united Ireland. 


U.N. refugee chief flies to Rwanda 
for talks on refugees 


C DAR ES SALAAM (R) — 
‘1 U.N. refugee chief Sadako 
•: Ogata, having little luck in 
■: resolving the problem of 
bringing home Rwandan 
refugees, flew to Rwanda 
. Monday after Tanzania hint- 
: ed it might forcibly remove 

: them from its soil. 

Mrs. Ogata, the United 
■ ’ Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees, (UNHCR), 
left for Kigali on the fourth 
leg of a tour to Kenya, 
Burundi. Tanzania. Rwanda 
and Zaire undertaken after 
Zaire tried to throw out 
refugees there last month. 

Tar.ztinian Prime Minister 
Cleopa Msuya, meeting 
Mrs. Ogata Monday, turned 
down her appeal for the 
country to reopen its borders 
with Rwanda and Burundi. 

"Tanzania has- made its 
~ position very clear and 
though she does not approve 
there is a mutual understand- 
- *ng." UNHCR representa- 


tive Andrew Sokiri told 
Reuters. 

"We want the international 
community to work towards 
the return of the refugees to 
their countries of origin as 
quickly as possible,” 
Defence Minister Abdulrah- 
man Kinana said after meet- 
ing Mrs. Ogata Sunday. 

Mr. Msuya also made a 
veiled threat that Tanzania 
would follow the Zairean 
example of expelling 
refugees. The deportations 
stopped after 15,000 
refugees were thrown out of 
eastern Zaire. 

“We hope we shall not be 
pushed into a comer and be 
forced to use crude meth- 
ods." Mr. Msuya was quoted 
by his office as saying. 

“The issue was indirectly 
broached and Madame 
Ogata was told that, though 
Tanzania wonts a quick solu- 
tion to the problem, it is a 
civilised nation which 


would not rush into any- 
thing," a U.N. official said. 

Tanzania says it cannot 
indefinitely continue to give 
asylum for the 712,000 
Rwandan and Burundian 
refugees in camps in the 
west of the country near the 
borders with Rwanda and 
Burundi. 

Tanzania blames the 
refugees for insecurity and 
many crimes, including the 
murder of more than 80 Tan- 
zanians, and in March shut 
its borders with Rwanda and 
Burundi to stop more cross- 
ing. 

Many are Rwandan Hutus 
who fled during last year's 
civil war and. say they fear 
being killed in reprisal for 
the genocide of up to a mil- 
lion Tutsis and Hutu moder- 
ates if (hey return. 

Officials said Mrs. Ogata 
had promised (o convey to 
Rwandan authorities Tanza- 
nia's suggestion that they 


•provide security guarantees 
in an effort to persuade the 
refugees to return soon. 

Zairean officials told Mrs. 
Ogata last week all Rwan- 
dan and Burundian refugees 
in camps in- Zaire should be 
repatriated before the end of 
the year otherwise the army 
would resume expulsions. 

About 200,000 of the 
259,000 Burundian refugees 
in Tanzania have been here 
since 1972, when thousands 
of Hutus were slaughtered in 
Burundi. Refugee officials 
say there are huge problems 
involved in returning them 
to their former homes. 

In Kigali, Mrs. Ogata was 
expected to seek renewed 
assurances from Rwanda's 
government that would 
speed the return of refugees. 
She is also scheduled to visit 
camps in eastern Zaire. 


Solemn services mark 50th anniversary of World War IPs end 


HONOLULU (AP) — Pay- 
ing a final tribute to Ameri- 
ca's aging warriors. Presi- 
dent Clinton attended 

solemn religious services 
Sunday in a prayerful search 
for lessons of "the tragedy of 
World War II." 

In surprisingly brief 

remarks capping V-J Day 
commemorations. Mr. Clin- 
ton said historians looking 
back centuries from now 
will say the war showed that 
people will reject repression 
jnd ■ prejudice 10 fight for 
freedom. 

"I believe the lesson will 
he that people, when given a 
choice, will not choose to 
irie under empire: that citi- 
zens. when given a choice, 
w ill not choose to live under 
dictators; that people, when 
given the opportunity to let 
ihe better angles of their 
natures rise to the top. will 
not embrace theories of ■ 
political or racial or ethnic 
or religious superiority." he 
said. 

On a day filled with hymns 
jnd hallelujahs. Mr. Clinton 
spoke for less than five min- 
utes - allowing the poignant 
words of veterans to res- 
onate. 

The president and first 
lady Hillary Rodham Clin- 
ton parted after the services. 


Mr. Clinton headed to Cali- 
fornia for a two-day trip. 
Mrs. Clinton left for China, 
where she will address an 
international women's con- 
ference. 

Both trips are heavy with 
political implications. Mr. 
Clinton's 26th trip to Cali- 
fornia marks a new stage in 
his re-election campaign, 
with a heavy travel schedule 
ahead this fall. 

Mrs. Clinton hopes to 
spotlight women’s rights 
issues in China, while deli- 
cately avoiding a confronta- 
tion with the Communist 
regime. Aides hope the trip 
pays dividends domestical- 
ly; woman are a huge voting 
bloc that favoured Mr. Clin- 
ton in 1992. 

During the Sunday com- 
memorative ceremony, par- 
ticipants delivered moving 
speeches, listened to Bucf- 
(foist and Hawaiian prayers 
and sang "Amazing Grace” 
and ‘’America The Beauti- 
ful” on the hillside 
amphitheatre lined by palm, 
trees. More than 2.500 peo- 
ple attended the non-denom- 
i national services, held in 
steamy weather at the 
Waikiki Band Shell. 

Col. Hany Fukuhara, a 
Japanese immigrant in U.S. 
Army Intelligence during 


World War n had two broth- 
ers in Japanese suicide units 
as the war drew to a close. 
Their mission - never carried 
out - targeted sites near 
Fukphara’s unit 

The wrinkled war hero 
told a hushed crowd, "thanks 
to a higher power, meeting 
my two brothers on the bat- 
tlefield was avoided." 

Sen. Howell Heflin, a dec- 
orated World War II veteran, 
read from the Bible, then 
concluded; "The prayer of 
the veterans of World War IT 
is there will never be a 
World War DI." 

The service marked the 
end of several years of 
World War 0 observances. 
Former President George 
Bush came to Peari Harbour 
on Dec. 7, 1991. to mark the 
50th anniversary of the 
Japanese attack that brought 
the United States into the 
war. 

Mr. Clinton, the first presi- 
dent bora after World War H, 
travelled to Normandy, 
France, last year to celebrate 
D-Day, the landing of allied 
forces that led to the end of 
the war in Europe. And last 
May 9, Mr. Clinton went to 
Red Square in Moscow for a 
Victory Day tribute to the 27 
million Soviets who died 
defeating Nazi Germany. 


In three days on Hawaii, 
the site of the first bloody 
blows against America in 
World War II, Mr. Clinton 
helped commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the 
Japanese surrender to allied 
troops. 

The commander-in-chief 
attended a -military parade 
and review, visited a mili- 
tary cemetery, rode a barge 
through Pearl Harbour and 
threw a flower petal' in the 
steel-blue waters washing 
over the USS Arizona, 
where more than 1,100 
Americans remain 

entombed. 

On Sunday, he touched 
again on a theme be used 
throughout the weekend, 
saying, "whatever differ- 
ences that are among us, we 
have more in common.” 

That point, he said, "better 
be the ultimate lesson we 
learn from the tragedy of 
World Warn.” 

A variety of protesters, 
many of whom opposed 
nuclear testing in France, 
. sang and chanted behiod 
fences at the back of the out- 
door theatre, creating a 
minor disturbance for peo- 
ple in the last rows of foe 
service. 
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Bangladeshi poGce use shotguns to disperse dashing pro-striJke and anti-strike groups 
in Dhaka at the end of a 32-hour nationwide work stoppage (AFP photo) 

Bangladesh women activists criticise 
Zia for ignoring rape, killing of girl 


DHAKA (AFP) — Several 
hundred women in a rally 
here Monday criticised 
Bangladeshi Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia for taking part 
in foe Beijing UJM. World 
Conference on Women 
while ignoring the alleged 
rape and killing of a girl by 
police last week. 

“She (Zia) should not 
attend the conference and 
speak about the empower- 
ment of women while keep- 
ing the women of her own 
country insecure and vulner- 
able,” said activist Farida 
Akhter. 

She said Mrs Zia should 
have cancelled foe trip to 
take action against those 
responsible for the girl’s 
death. 


Yasmin Akhter, 14, was 
allegedly raped and killed 
by police in northern Dina- 
jpur district last week. A 
government probe is under 
way after seven more people 
were killed in anti-police 
demonstrations. 

Three policemen allegedly 
involved in foe incident 
have been arrested and top 
district officials were trans- 
ferred- . 

Mrs Zia, Bangladesh’s 
first woman premier, cur- 
rently in Beijing, has not yet 
commented on foe incident. 

“The Dinajpur incident 
was not a separate one, 
rather it was the continua- 
tion of police atrocities 
against innocent people, 
especially women” said 


Khusbi Kabir, chairman of 
the Association of Develop- 
ment Agencies in 

Bangladesh. 

No legal bar in Bangladesh 
prevented women from 

being arrested anywhere or 
anytime, Ms. Kabir said. 
“How can police enjoy such 
powers?” she said. 

It was unfortunate that 
women had to take to foe 
- streets to demand punish- 
ment of those who were sup- 
posed to provide security, 
Ms. Kabir added. 

Rally participants also 
demanded the resignation of 
Bangladeshi Home Minister 
Abdul Matin Chow'dhury for 
alleged inaction. 


British airmen’s bodies found 
in Canadian crash wreckage 


TORONTO (AP) — Seven British air- 
men’s bodies were found Sunday in the 
wreckage of a Royal Air Force warplane 
that crashed in a lake during an airsbow 
watched by more than 100,000 spectators. 

The four-engine Nimrod, participating 
in foe Canadian National Exhibition near 
Toronto, plunged into Lake Ontario Satur- 
day and broke apart about 2.5 kilometres 
from shore. 

The Royal Air Force said Sunday that 
divers found the plane broken in four- 
pieces under 20 metres of water. The bod- 
ies of foe seven crewmen were still inride 
foe aircraft. 


Some witnesses said foe plane, which 
was demonstrating its ability to evade 
heat-seeking missiles, had just dropped . 
flares before it crashed. Others said a 
cargo door appeared to be open. 

Canada’s biggest annual airs how contin- 
ued Sunday despite foe crash. 

The performers wanted to continue with 
the three-day event "out of respect for 
foeir ' colleagues," said Don Chapman, 
president of foe Canadian International 
Air Show. 

The Nimrod is used for reconnaissance 
and marine patrols. 


Filipinos plucked from mudflows 


BACOLOR, Philippines (R)- 
— Helicopters, tracks and 
boats rescued about 1,000 
people marooned on 
rooftops Monday by a tor- 
rent of volcanic debris swept 
down from foe Philippines’ 
Mount Pinatubo. 

Among foe evacuees was a 
wo man who bad just given 
birth to a baby boy on foe 
roof of her home, foe mayor 
of Bacolor told reporters. - 

Bacolor residents said foe 
first mudflows began to 
appear around 9 p.m. (1300 
GMT) Sunday evening and 
eight hours later bad reached 
a depth of two metres. 

They said foe torrent was 
the worst of a series of mud- 
flows from Pinatubo since it 
erupted in 1991 in one of the 
century’s biggest volcanic 
explosions. 

“This is the worst," said 
Jaime Pallaniqui. 46. 

Mr. Pallaniqui said be had 
refused to be evacuated fear- 
ing people would plunder 


what was -left of his inundat- 
ed home. He also said he 
was afraid of disease from 
crowded evacation centres. 

“The helicopters and 
trucks are picking people 
from the roofs of their hous- 
es. Many do oot want to 
leave their belongings 
behind,” Emma Tabalanza 
of foe regional disaster relief 
office in Pampanga province 
said 

“They do not want to get 
on foe helicopters ” she 
added 

Relief officials said many 
of foe people evacuated 
Monday bad just returned to 
their homes after being 
forced to flee by typhoon 
Kent last week. 

No casualties have so far 
been reported from foe latest 
floods, caused by heavy 
rains from another storm 
called Nina with winds of up 
to 70 kilometres per hour. 

Typhoon Kent killed five 
people when it swept 


through foe country. 

Worst hit was the town of 
Bacolor, home to around 
20,000. Only foe rooftops of 
some houses were risible. 

“These people just do not 
want to leave Bacolor," Mr. 
Tabalanza said 

The weather bureau 
warned that more rains were 
likely with Nina due to slice 
across foe main Philippine 
island of Luzon later Mon- 
day. 

“Heavy rains will fall on 
Pinatubo volcano so we are 
warning people to leave 
dangerous areas," a forecast- 
er said 

The mudflows have 
become an annual rainy sea- 
son ordeal for people living 
around Pinatubo. Scientists 
say millions of tonnes of 
volcanic debris re main on 
foe volcano's flanks. 

Heavy rain loosens the still 
hot debris, sending h crash- 
ing down onto nearby com- 
munities. 


Hurricane Luis bears down on Caribbean 


LONG GROUND, Montser- 
rat (R) — Residents of this 
tiny island, who spent the 
past seven weeks firing with 
the threat of a deadly vol- 
canic eruption, prepared 
Monday to face an even 
more lethal foe, hurricane 
Luis and its screaming 140 
mph (225 kpb) winds. 

Luis, foe most powerful 
hurricane to emerge in the 
busiest season in decades, 
was expected to lash 
Montserrat and the neigh- 
bouring Caribbean islands 
beginning late Monday 
night, according to the 
National Hurricane .Centre 
in Mi ami . 

At 11 p.m. Edt (0300 
GMT Monday), Luis was 
located 571 kilometres east 
of the Leeward Islands and 
was churning due west at 14. 
mph (22 kph), hurricane 
centre forecasters said. 

Hurricane warnings were 
issued from St. Martin to 


Antigua, and hurricane 
watches were in effect for 
foe Virgin Islands and Puer- 
to Rico. Tropical storm 
warnings were issued for 
nearby Guadeloupe and 
Dominica. 

Forecasters said there 
were indications that Luis 
might slow down and creep 
across die Leeward Islands, 
which would pound island 
homes and businesses with 
hours or even days of dan- 
gerous winds and rain. At its 
current direction and speed, 
Luis was expected to slam 
into Puerto Rico Wednesday, 
they said. 

The hurricane had an 
unusually large eye, estimat- 
ed at about 56 kilometres 
wide, and its powerful winds 
extended outward for some 
225 kilometres. 

Residents of Antigua, 
Montserrat and foe other 
Leeward Islands swung Into 
action, boarding up win- 


dows, fuelling cars and 
stockpiling canned goods 
and drinking water. 

Most needed little encour- 
agement. remembering only 
too well the devastation 
wrought by similar-sized 
hurricane Hugo in 1989. 
Hugo was blamed for the 
deaths of more than two 
dozen Caribbean residents. 
It caused billions of dollars 
worth of damage to tourist 
hotels, private homes and 
businesses. The storm 
roared across a half-dozen 
islands before turning north 
to hit South Carolina. 

On Montserrat, Hugo 
destroyed more than 95 per 
cent of the island’s homes, 
where some 12.000 resi- 
dents live. 

The path of hurricane Luis 
was a cruel blow to a tiny 
British colony known for its 
verdant landscapes, peaceful 
lifestyle, and proud but 
friendly people. 


Yawn, I’ve never 
had so much fun 

LONDON (R) — An anti- 
depressant drug is giving 
patients an uplifting bonus 
— when they yawn, they 
have an orgasm. British 
newspapers quoted a scien- 
tific study published in foe 
latest edition of New Scien- 
tist magazine. The report 
said five per cent of patients 
taking foe drug Clomi- 
pramine had noticed foe 
side-effect, which had also 
been noticed by people tak- 
ing another chug, Prozac, 
even though the normal 
effect of both drugs is to 
inhibit sexual desire.The 
discovery could herald a 
new era in sexual relation- 
ships, the newspapers said. 

American dancer 
wine award 

EDINBURGH, Scotland 
(R) — American daricer 
Mark Morris has won the 
1995 Hamada Award, set up 
as top prize for artistic 
excellence at the Edinburgh 
Festival by a mysterious 
Japanese businessman who 
bas since disappeared with- 
out trace. Morris and his 
troupe have been a sell-out 
success at foe Edinburgh 
Festival for three years ron- 
ning.The Scotsman newspa- 
per provides a judging panel 
for the award, named for a 
Japanese businessman who 
set up foe Hamada Founda- 
tion with a £500,000 
($775,800) cash gift. A reg- 
ular festival visitor for many 
years, Zenya Hamada has 
not been seen since the 1993 
awards luncheon. 

Swimming ritual 
attracts 10,000 
Taiwanese 

TAIPEI (R) — More than 
10.000 Taiwanese swam 
across "the island’s scenic 
Sun Moon Lake in a time- 
honoured ritual to celebrate 
the upcoming Chinese mid- 
autumn festival, or foe 
Moon Festival, an organiser 
said. Participants aged 
between six and 84 took 
part in foe mass swim across 
foe four-kilometre mountain 
lake in foe central county of. 
Nantou, an organiser said by 
telephdne.The activity is 
held every year in foe Sun 
Moon Lake before the mid- 
autumn festival, one of the 
most important Chinese fes- 
tivals, on foe 15fo day of the 
lunar month of August. It 
falls do sept. 9 this year. 
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Sally Field wants 
more clout for 
women 

HUAIROU, China (AP) — 
Sally Reid says working 
with poor women and chil- 
dren In Nepal bas made her 
think twice about her priori- 
ties .The actress told the 
world’s biggest women’s 
conference in China Sunday 
that she'll keep crusading 
for more clout for women in 
Hollywood, even though 
her recent humanitarian 
work has made that fight 
seem less important ”How 
can I talk about women in 
film now?” said foe two- 
time Academy Award win- 
ner. "It seems such a great 
luxury to be able to talk 
about the arts." Held, who 
was in Nepal for foe Save 
foe Children charity, spoke 
to participants at a non-gov- 
ernmental gathering paral- 
leling the United Nations’ 
fourth World Conference on 
Women. 

Filipino censor 
defends ban on 
Streep movie 

MANILA (AFP) — The 
-Philippines' chief censor 
Monday defended a ban on 
the movie The Bridges Of 
Madison County that fieet- 
ingly showed American 
actress Meryl Streep's pubic 
hair, saying it was offensive 
to Filipino women and cul- 
ture. Movie and Television 
Review and Classification 
Board chief Henrietta 
Mendez also slammed Hol- 
lywood for cultural imperi- 
alism. saying it was tryin* 
to impose U.S. values on 
other countries.The film, 
based on the novel of foe 
same name, chronicles a 
torrid, four-day midlife 
romance between a National 
Geographic magazine pho- 
tographer played by Clint 
Eastwood and a bored Iowa 
housewife played by Streep. 
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World News 


Powell turned down CIA spot under 
Bush , considered as Clinton ’s partner 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Retired General Colin Pow- 
ell says in his new took that 
he turned down offers to be 
George Bush's CIA director 
and was approached as a 
possible running mate for 
Bill Clinton in 1992. 
Newsweek magazine said. 

The autobiography My 
American Journey does not 
provide any clues as to 
whether Gere Powell will 
run — as an independent or 
a Republican — for the pres- 
idency in 1996, according to 
Newsweek. But the book, 
which is scheduled to arrive 
on the shelves next week, 
underscores bow hot a polit- 
ical property Gen. Powell 
has been regarded by both 
parties. 

In 1992, he was asked to 
consider being Mr. Clinton’s 
vice presidential running 
mate and was twice 


approached about becoming 
his secretary of state. 

. White House spokesman 
Michael McCurry acknowl- 
edged, but downplayed 
overtures that then-candi- 
date and later president Mr. 
Clinton made to Gen. Pow- 
ell. 

’The president cast a very 
wide net and considered a 
variety of people as be was 
searching for a running 
mate,” Mr. McCurry said. 
Ti is no secret that President 
Clinton has very high regard 
for Gen. Powell, as do many 
Americans.” 

He said Mr. Clinton 
offered the job “to the indi- 
vidual who accepted it, A1 
Gore.” 

As for the secretary of 
state post, McCurry said it 
should not “come as a sur- 
prise” that Mr. Clinton inter- 
viewed possible candidates 


for the job since Secretary 
Warren Christopher had 
expressed concerns about 
not staying on at the end of 
1994. . 

“Obviously, these are very 
tentative personal discus- 
sions and apparently Gen. 
Powell has felt free to write 
about that,” Mr. McCurry 
said. “That’s his right as an 
American.” 

Gen. Powell, 58, was serv- 
ing as commander of the 
joint chiefs of staff in 1992 
and left the position the fol- 
lowing year to begin his 
retirement.* 

According to Newsweek, 
which obtained a copy of the 
613-page book. President- 
elect George Bush offered 
Gen. Powell foe Central 
Intelligence Agency’s (CIA) 
director slot, bnt the general 
turned it down. • 

A poll published by tbe 


news magazine found that 
Gen. Powell would come in 
third with 21 per cent of the 
vote if he were to run as an 
independent against Mr. 
Clinton and Senate majority 
leader Bob Dole. Under 
such a scenario, Mr. Clintou 
would win with 36 per cent 
of the vote and Sen. Dole 
would take 33 per cent. 

But if Gen. Powell ran as 
the Republican candidate, he 
would defeat Ml Clinton by 
as much as 10 percentage 
points, the poll found. 

He also would help Sen. 
Dole to a 51-44 per cent vic- 
tory over Mr. Clinton and 
Mr. Gore if he ran as the 
Republicans’ vice presiden- 
tial candidate. 

Gen. Powell has planned a 
25-city tour to promote the 
$35 book. 


. — i 

Kashmir rebels kill 13 in car bomb 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — 
Kashmir separatists detonat- 
ed a car bomb in Srinagar 
Monday, killing at least 13 
people in an audacious 
attack in the centre of the 
heavily fortified city, wit- 
nesses said. 

Tbe Hizbul Mujaheddin 
guerrilla group claimed 
responsibility in a telephone 
call to a Western news 
agency and said the bomb 
was aimed at Indian soldiers 
outside a bank in tire city 
centre. 

Witnesses said five of the 
dead appeared to be soldiers. 

Officials at the govern- 
ment-run hospital where 
casualties were brought said 
20 wounded were admitted, 
and three were in surgery. 
One died on arrival. 

The bomb went’off in a car 
near a police station and out- 
side a branch of the govern- 
ment-owned State Bank of 
India , where Indian soldiers 
fighting the separatist insur- 
gency in Jammu and Kash- 
mir congregate at the begin- 
ning of every month to col- 


lect their pay. 

A bomb placed on a scoot- 
er in almost exactly the same 
location in late 1992 killed 
two people and shopkeepers 
had been pressing authori- 
ties for payments to the sol- 
diers to be made elsewhere. 

The explosion was just 
down the road from 
Ahdoo’s, one of tbe only 
hotels left open in tbe city 
and packed full of foreign 
journalists covering the 
Kashmir hostage crisis, 
which entered its third 
month Monday. 

Witnesses said (here was 
an army truck parked in the 
vicinity when the bomb 
went off at around 1.30 p.M. 
(0800 GMT). Three cars and 
five scooters were destroyed 
in the blast 

The wheels had been 
blown off one car and the tin 
roofs of shops opposite were 
riddled with holes from the 
debris. 

“I was going to buy food 
when I heard a huge explo- 
sion. The next thing I knew I 
was lying on the ground 


with injuries to my neck and 
stomach,” hotel worker 
Ghulam Qadir Khan told* 
Reuters at the hospital where 
he was being treated. 

Tt’s only the poor like me 
who suffer,” he said. 

Witnesses saw 12 bodies 
after the blast, two of them 
women and five others 
dressed in military uniform. 
Some of tbe corpses were 
badly mutilated. 

Security forces arrived 
quickly and carried off the 
bodies. Police cordoned off 
the area saying there could 
be another bomb. 

The blast was preceded by 
a grenade explosion the 
guerrillas said was meant to 
warn civilians away from 
the car bomb. 

Police and hospital sources 
say more than 20,000 people 
have been lulled in the five- 
year insurgency by sepa- 
ratist militants in Jammu and 
Kashmir, predominantly 
Hindu India's only Muslim 
majority state. 

An unusually large num- 
ber of foreign journalists. 


Western diplomats and 
hostage crisis advisers are in 
Srinagar while negotiations 
continue to secure the 
release of four Western 
tourists held by guerrillas in 
s tbe Kashmi r Valley since 
early July. 

Donald Hutchings and 
John Childs of the United 
States and Paul Wells and 
Keith Mangan of Britain 
were kidnapped by the Al- 
Faran guerrilla group on 
July 4 while trekking in tbe 
Himalayan region. 

Four days later Mr. Childs 
escaped and Al-Faran 
abducted German Dirk 
Hasert and Norwegian Hans 
‘ Christian Ostroe. The Nor- 
wegian was found beheaded 
on Aug. 13. 

Al-Faran, previously 
unknown even to Kashmiri 
- separatist groups, has threat- 
ened several times to kill all 
the hostages unless India 
frees at least 15 jailed mili- 
tants. including three Pak- 
istanis. 


Jordan Times, September 5, 1995 


5 


BE 


Sri Lanka's 



rebels 


attack huge air force base 


COLbMBO (R) — Sri 
Lanka’s Tamil Tiger rebels 
launched mortar bombs on a 
sprawling air force base on 
the rebel-held Jaffna penin- 
sula in the north Monday, 
the military said. 

The Tigers attacked the 
strategic Palali camp, where 
the rebels shot down two air 
force Avro transport planes 
in April killin g more than 
100 servicemen, it sard The 
army’s operational head- 
quarters in Colombo con- 
firmed the attack had taken 
place but said it could not 
release any details. 

Palali is the largest mili- 
tary base on the Jaffna 
peninsula and the backbone 
of tbe armed forces’ opera- 
tion Leap Forward offensive 
against foe Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
launched in July. 

There were no reports of 
casualties or damage but to' 
reach foe base the rebels 
must have penetrated the 
army’s forward defence 
lines a three kilometres to 
the south. 

The Tigers are fighting for 
a homeland in the north and 
east .in a war that has killed 
more than 50,000 people 
since 1983. 

Meanwhile foe Sri Lankan 
government, locked in * a 
standoff with Tamil rebels 
bolding civilians cm a 
hijacked ferry,' appears to be 


bracing for a military show- 
down with foe separatist 
guerrillas, analysts said 
Monday. 

The Foreign Ministry put 
its foot down Sunday, stress- 
ing there was no chance of a 
quick resumpt ion o f peace 
talks with the LITE, dashin g 
apparent U.S. hopes of a 
return to the negotiating 
table. 

Tbe military is not 
divulging details, but it is 
widely believed to be plan- 
ning an offensive on foe 
rebel-held Jaffna town, capi- 
talising on territorial g ains 
made in July. 

It has to move before 
October when the northeast 
rains set in, tbe seas become 
choppy and transport of food 
and supplies by land, air and 
sea becomes difficult. Oth- 
erwise it can wait until April 
and have six or seven 
months of dry weather. 

“If I were in charge, I 
wouldn’t want to go now,” 
said former air force chief 
Air Vice Marshal Harry 
Goonetileke. T would wait 
until April. But there is a 
political timetable the gov- 
ernment has to follow. It 
wants to end the war this 
year” 

Vice Marshal Goonetileke 
said be had heard of plans 
last week to send in between 
30,000 and 35,000 men to 
launch a huge offensive. A 


couple of days ago it was 
called off, at least for now. 

President Chandrika Ban- 
daranaike Kumaratunga 
introduced devolution pro- 
posals for minority Tamils 
l ast m onth in response to the 
LTTE’s war for a Tamil 
homeland in the north and 
east. 

• The Tigers refused invita- 
tions to view the proposals, 
broke a three-month cease- 
fire in April and stepped up 
attacks. 

Now ministers stress that 
foe only way forw ard is to 
weaken foe LTTE militarily 
to coincide with the intro- 
duction of tbe devolution 
plan, preferably by foe end 
of the year. 

The Tigers were holding 
about 150 people hostage 
after hijacking a north- 
bound ferry a week ago and 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, mediating 
at the government’s request, 
said Monday only that talks 
continued. 

People travelling south 
from Jaffna Monday said a 
siege mentality appeared to 
be setting in. The Voice Of 
Tiger radio was warning 
people notito talk about tbe 
situation in Jaffna. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga, her 
mother. Prime Minister Siri- 
ma Bandaranaike and senior 
cabinet ministers have all 
been making hawkish com- 


ments on chances for war 
and peace in Sri Lanka. 

A Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Sunday 
there was no chance of 
reopening peace talks with ' 
the Tigers, contradicting vis- ' 
iting U.S. Assistant Seere- 7 
tary of State Robin Rapbel; - 
who told reporters Friday - 
Colombo appeared keen to 
resume talks. 

Mrs. Bandaranaike said-' 
l ast w eek that hurting the - 
LTTE militarily was the 
only way to force a return to -■ 
the. negotiating table. "How - 
can you solve any problem 
when you have a stubborn 
lot of Tigers who are blood- ' 
thirsty," she told Reuters. 
“The only way is to weaken . 
them first.” 

Mrs. Kumaratunga said; 
last month the only channel 
o f com munication with the - 
LTTE was foe “barrel of foe. 
gun”. 

And Foreign Minister Lak-, . 
shman Kadirgamar told 
report ers on Aug. 25 that foe 
LTTE would have to lay. 
down their arms, at ..least . 
symbolically, and renounce ... 
“Eelam”, their would-be 
homeland, before foe gov- : 
eminent considered re sum- . 
ing peace talks. ; 

“They only know force,” ' 
he said, adding that in the 
meantime “there has to be an 
application of a superior . 
force”. 


Winnie Mandela caught in scuffle with China police 


BELTING (R) — Winnie 
Mandela, estranged wife of 
South African President 
Nelson Mandela, was caught 
in a heated shoving match 
with Chinese security forces 
at the World Women’s Con- 
ference Monday and failed 
to attend the welcome cere- 
mony. 


ny by^he Chinese hosts of 
the United Nations fourth 
World Conference on 
Women. 

But the doors were locked 
and guarded by security 
guards and tbe group tried 
unsuccessfully to force a 
way inside. 


Mrs. Mandela and 20 other 
South African delegates 
turned up at Beijing’s famed 
Great Hall of the People for 
a formal welcoming ceremo- 


“We have been, waiting 
here with other women . 
Mrs. Mandela told reporters 
after tbe scuffle. “We came 
on time ... And we found 


other women waiting here. 

“I thought they were pro- ' 
cessing their entry but in fact 
they were preventing them 
from going in, so some com- 
plained.” 

They had invitations for 
foe elaborate ceremony in 
foe cavernous hall attended 
by thousands of delegates 
and addressed, by Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin. 

For security reasons, the 
guards did not allow them to 


enter the hall after the stipu- . ' 
lated starting time. 

“Let us in, let us in,” the V 
group chanted bringing 
other security guards run- 
ning to the scene and the 
South Africans were quickly 
surrounded and outnum- 
bered. 

“They, delayed us, they 
took us to a wrong venue, 
that is why we were late ” 
said one delegate, who 
blamed foe bus driver. “By - 
foe time we arrived they said 
it was not possible to enter.” 
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Writers are not policemen 


THE JORDAN Writers Association 
(JWA) is going too far in its actions 
against actor Hisham Yanis for visiting 
Israel and for contemplating together 
with co-actor Nabil Sawalha to show their 
popular theatre production “Welcome 
Normalisation” in Israel. JWA maintains 
that these contacts and visits violate its 
“code of honour,” and threatened to 
take disciplinary action against Mr. 
Yanis which may entail his expulsion 
from the association. 

With all due respect to JWA and its 
views against normalisation with Israel, 
we believe that this kind of perspective is 
contrary to the law of the land after the 
peace treaty with Israel was duly signed 
and ratified. The attempt by some trade 
and professional associations to override 
the treaty and its implications is a pre- 
scription for an unnecessary confronta- 
tion between the state and such groups. 
The government has already called on 
trade unions and associations to stick to 
their immediate scope of concern and to 
refrain from going political. While we are 
against curbing any freedoms or rights of 
any gfotip br individual, we' still believe 
that associations have no business making 
restrictions on their members in a man-' 
ner that runs counter to the law of the 
land. 

Over and above these considerations, 
we cannot fault Messrs. Yanis and 
Sawalha for visiting Israel or for even 
describing Israeli women as beautiful. It 
should not be a crime to depict women as 
beautiful or otherwise since above all 
beauty is in the eye of the beholder. There 
are many Arabs living in Israel enjoying 
Israeli citizenship, through no fault of 
theirs. They cannot be viewed as traitors 
by any stretch of the imagination. Con- 
tacting them or the people with whom 
they cohabit is sensible, reasonable, use- 
ful and necessary. JWA is the last Arab 
institution that should frown on opportu- 
nities to carry out culture and points of 
view to the other side. We think JWA 
should reconsider its policy on this issue 
and adopt a new code of honour that is in 
tune with common sense and the new 
realities. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING ON the latest Syrian moves in the Middle 
East political scene, a writer in A I Dus tour said Monday 
thqt Damascus is motivated by the developments in Iraq 
and its desire to reassert its own role in the region. Saleh 
Qallab expressd the belief that the Syrian President has 
embarked on contacts with Iran and Egypt after careful 
ca Ecu lai ions and deep considerations, and after ascertaining 
that changes in Iraq are bound to happen. Hafez Al Assad 
has kept silent since the defection to Jordan last month by 
two top Iraqi army officers, simply hec«v •* « 

ready for these developments, which took Syria ana many 
other Middle Eastern players, by surprise, said the writer. 
| But. he said. Mr. Assad’ has been undoubtedly in close 
I contact with Iraqi opposition groups, including army 
I officers since 1970. and he still hopes to unify the ruling 
j Baath parties in Syria and Iraq. No doubt Mr. Assad still 
I considers himself the remaining godfather of the Baath 
I Party, and should any change happen, said the writer, he 
I would hope to have a say in it, and would like to see Syria 
j at the forefront in any moves to bring about changes in Iraq 
> through military or peaceful means. 

| A WRITER in Al Ra'i addressed the Ministry of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs' plans for convening a national confer- 
ence on municipalities by the middle of September and the 
main problems which the conference is bound to tackle. 
Nazih said that the newly elected municipal councils and 
mayors who have given many promises to the voters in the 
election campaigns in July, 3re eager to keep their promises 
but arc confronted with the reality that ilieir coffers are 
empty and could not cany out the promised projects and 
the improved municipal se’rvices. The main issue fading the 
coming conference, stressed the writer, is the lack of hinds 
at the local councils, which by no means can achieve 
miracles to satisfy the voters' wishes and fulfil their dTeams. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Shopping for cotton socks and the Arab future 


IF YOU want better to understand the grandeur and the 
agony of the contemporary Arab World, do as I have done 
in the last several weeks: Go shopping for 100 per cent 
cotton socks in Damascus and Cairo. 

To shop for cotton socks in the great citadels of Arab 
urbanism is no ordinary commercial enterprise. This is not 
like, for example, popping into the Radio Shack shop on 
Gardens Street in Amman, the Toys ‘R Us shop in Jeddah, 
or the Safeway in suburban Kuwait to transact purchases of 
some hard plastic commodities imported from some distant 
factories. Cairo and Damascus are different, richer urban 
places than the rest of the Arab World, and shopping for 
indigenous production there is a more meaningful yet 
demanding experience in both political and emotional 
terms. 

My quest for the great Arab cotton socks was neither 
merely an exercise in particularist consumerism nor a 
directionless adventure in urban wandering. It was a 
combination of the two that had deeper implications for me 
about the condition of the Arab Nation (for those readers 
for whom the term ‘Arab Nation* is perplexing or even 
jarring, I suggest relaxing in cotton garb and substituting 
the term with Arab region or Arab World). For me and 
many others in this area, Damascus and Cairo retain 
something special yet intangible — a feeling, a hope, a 
memory, a vague sense of self-confident Arabism, maybe 
only a comfortable ancient humanism that endures because 
it is based on the increasingly evasive logic and dynamism 
of what once made Arab cities great. The cotton socks, I 
suspect, may have been only the excuse that I used to spend 
hours walking around both cities. 

The most personally and politically irritating thing that 
struck me about both Cairo and Damascus — cities that I 
have known and loved for most of my adult life — was die 
large number of security personnel especially but not only 
around government buildings. This is not peculiar to Cairo 
or Damascus in the modem Arab World, where security is 
usually the leading concern and largest expenditure of 
governments. What is so incongruous about the prolifera- 
tion of armed security personnel in these two capital cities 
is the shocking contrast between the past and the present — 
between historical centres of great culture that once 
enriched the entirety of human civilisation on earth, and 
contemporary tensions that necessitate a desperate and sad ' 
resort to massive violence and the presence of armed 
guards on most street comers. 

It was* pretty distracting trying to find the perfect pair of 
cotton, socks amidst so many soldiers ana plain clothed 
security personnel. But — stimulated as I was by the faded 
riches of urban history and the still visible glory of centimes 
past — I persevered. I was determined to warm my feet in 
the soft comfort of 100 per cent Arab cotton, even if my 
spirit were to remain plagued by the agony of Arab political 
violence. I was mteUectually and politically prepared to 
defend this exerdA against even the most fearsome 
interrogation or show of force. Any armed policeman or 
security person who* stopped me and asked what I was 
doing peeking around corners and into shops and asking 
many questions would be told that I was in search of Arab 


grandeur in the form of 100 per cent cotton socks. I would 
not be intimidated. 

The deterioration of the quality of modem Arab political 
culture in Damascus and Cairo was as visible as the equally, 
glaring and lamentable deterioration in the fabric of the 
urban architecture. Cairo and Damascus are the only two 
Arab dries I know of — Algiers and Beirut get dose, but 
they speak very softly these days — whose cultured 
urbanism is so deep that they could absorb a thick veneer of 
European architectural design in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries without destroying the underlying strengths of 
Arab cultural urbanism. 

Despite their significant recent economic problems and 
political stress, the streets of Cairo and Damascus stQl 
speak of an audacious attempt at the turn of the century to 
become European. .The grandeur and beauty of this 
attempt are visible to the eye today — streets that look 
Parisian, faded old tearooms that are very Viennese, shops 
that speak of London's venerable mercantile tradition. Tbe 
impressive thing about Cairo and Damascus at the end of 
the 19th century was not that they dared to absorb the 
single most powerful global cultural-ideological force of the 
second millennium — the European Englightenment in its 
expansive and often predatory colonial garb — but that 
they effectively succeeded in doing so without significantly 
upsetting the indigenous elements of urbanism that had 
made Cairo and Damascus such important cities by the 
middle of the 19th century. 

My quest for the perfect Arab cotton socks, I realised, 
was not only about warming my feet but also about 
wanning my spirit. I was fed up and mad about the 
ignominy of the modern Arab order — of politically and 
militarily violent Arab governments that treated their own 
people and other Arabs with only erratic respect and 
dignity, and of individual Arabs who were so despairing of 
improving their quality of life that they sought refuge in 
amassing personal riches while neglecting their wider 
responsibility to sodetyias a whole. 

The despair of ordinary famili es throughout the Arab 
World was leading to heightened political tensions that 
were in torn leading to greater misuse of power by 
uneiected, unaccountable governments whose circles of 
supporters and advisers were consistently narrowing onto a 
smaller and ever more incestuous base. Tbe outlet for most 
families, it seemed, was to watch imported junk on 
television and go shopping for imported junk in new 
mega-stores while acquiescing in new brands of home- 
grown political morality characterised by tbe increasingly 
violent and intemperate tendencies of ruling establishments 
and growing oppo si tions. 

This was hard for -me to accept as the fate of the modern 
Arab Nation. There had to be signs of better ways, and I 
suspected that such signs were to be found in those {daces 
that had alternately generated and preserved the finest 
traditions of Arab culture and civilisation — - our great Arab 
dries. I was not disappointed, for both Damascus and 
Cairo today, despite their political and economic chal- 
lenges, retain the powerful elements of Arab/Islamk urban 


culture that have been such important factors in the 
continuous renewal of Arab identity and culture for many 

centuries. . . .. _ 

Perhaps the single most important element m nus respect 
is the tradition of demographic pluralism and dviiity. of 
many different religions and ethnic groups living and 
working together to generate the kind of intellectual, 
economic and cultural dynamism that allowed these and 
other Arab cities to become such important international 
centres of trade, thought and science. The best Arab 
urbanism was, and remains, a synthesis of different 
identities and traditions; distinct quarters for Jews, Christ- 
ians, Armenians, Kurds and other minorities were not 
necessarily barriers to their people’s inclusion in sodety but 
delineators of identities that are formally accepted and 
protected by the dominant Arab/Islamic culture. 

This powerful synthesis of human identities still defines 
the great Arab cities of Cairo and Damascus. Like the 
beautiful architectural elements that still force themselves 
on the visitor from behind the faded paint and cracked 
facades ‘of old buildings, the multi-cultural, humanistic 
vigour of old Arab urbanism still defiantly pokes its durable 
and beautiful head out of the jungle of political violence 
and materialistic moral vagrancy that defines so much of 
modern Arab culture. 

The capital assets of civilisation that history has always 
denominated in the currency of urbanism should be very 
important to the Arab people today as we seek to replace 
political cultures of violence and exclusion with more 
sensible cultures of tolerance, participation and greater 
intellectual and material productivity. We do not need to 
go very far afield to find pointers towards the elements of 
our political redemption and our national salvation. Those 
pointers are within us and amongst us in great ancient 
citadels of urban civilisation such as Damascus and Cairo, 
in the tens of thousands of small villages and towns that dot 
the entire Arab World, and in persistent attempts such as 
ours in Jordan to liberalise and modernise our new political 
systems that are based on old cultural identities. 

This was my conclusion at the end of my search for the 
perfect pair of Arab cotton socks. I was offered many fake 
substitutes — cheap, false gods of the thread, I thought — 
intendin g polyester-cotton mixtures from the Far East and 
assorted high-tech pretenders from the industrialised 
North. Neither my spirit nor my feet would have any of 
them, though, and held out for pure cotton socks made in 
Cairo and Damascus. I found them in the end, as I knew I 
would, deep in the heart of the two cities. They were 
displayed with a brand of elegance and even pride that I did 
not detect among the sellers of imported juice -squeezers, 
foam sandals and cheap plastic toys who now dominate 
Arab markets, or -among the ubiquitous uniformed and 
plain-clothed men who cany guns and who stalk every 
corner of the modem lands of the Arabs. 

I paid my money and took my cotton socks and I walked 
away smiling and pleased, perhaps because I had verified 
something real about the Arab past, perhaps because I 
knew something good about the Arab future. 


Israel obviously having second thoughts about deals with Palestinians 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

ISRAEL HAS not been 
honouring its commitments 
under the Oslo accord. Any 
person who has been 
observing the stream of 
negotiations, agreements 
and understandings reached 
between Israel and the 
Palestine National Author- 
ity (PNA) may come out 
with the imp’ession that 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres are 
having 'second thoughts or 
regrets about including the 
West Bank in the Oslo 
accord and would have pre- 
ferred to restrict the accord 
to the Gaza Strip. An 
observer would also note 
that the Israeli delegations 
are interpreting the provi- 
sions of the Oslo accord 
quite restrictively with a 
view to curtailing the rights 
of the Palestinians in the 
West Bank or to reduce 
them to the minimum so as 
to protect Israel's interests 
and particularly those of the 
senlers. 

In consequence of Israeli 
policy, the West Bank has. 
been mutilated or truncated 
by leaving parcels of it to 
the Palestinians and keep- 
ing the lions's share to 
Israel. This was done in the 
past by expropriations or 


confiscations of Palestinian 
land to Jbuild settlements. 
Presently it is done by con- 
structing roads through and 
around Palestinian towns 
under the pretext of pro- 
tecting the Jewish settle- 
ments. That not only ob- 
structs the peace process 
but also constitute a flag- 
rant violation of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention of 
1949. to which Israel is a 
party, and numerous re- 
levant United Nations re-, 
solutions passed against 
Israel’s actions since its 
occupation of Palestinian 
territories in 1967. 

It seems clear to any im- 
partial observer that the 
Israeli government is trying 
to create a sort of Palesti- 
nian “Bantustans" (as was 
envisioned by the demised 
aparthaid South African 
rulers in South Africa for 
the blacks there) or sepa- 
rate small cantons severed 
from each other so as to 
prevent Palestinians from 
forming one compact unit 
of the West Bank and ulti- 
mately a Palestinian state 
with Gaza Strip. This divi- 
sion of the West Bank con- 
tradicts Article IV of the 
Oslo accord, which “views 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip as a single territorial 
unit whose integrity will be 


preserved during the in- 
terim period." 

If both these 'territories ‘ . 
should be viewed - as a single 
territorial unit, one of its 
components, the West 
Bank, should be main- 
tained as a compact territo- 
rial unit in which about 
one-and-a-half million 
Palestinians live. Indeed, 
Ramallah, East Jerusalem. 
Nablus, Jenin. Hebron, 
Bethlehem and other 
Palestinian towns and vil- 
lages are of the same im- 
portance to Palestinians. 

The redeployment of 
Israeli military forces has 
been long overdue. Under 
.Article XIII of the Oslo 
accord redeployment of the 
Israeli army should take 
place “not later than the 
eve of the elections for the 
Palestine Council.” Howev- 
er.- reached PLO-Israel 
reach an agreement cover- 
ing the redeployment of 
Israeli military forces. 
Under this agreement, 
there- will be a complete 
redeployment of Israeli 
forces in the rural zones 
(called Area B) while the 
Palestine police will assume 
responsibility for public 
order for Palestinians. But 
Israel will have overriding 
responsibility for security 
and for protecting Israelis. 


Further redeployments will 
be implemented in three 
’intervals every six months, 
after the inauguration of 
the Palestine Council. 
However Area C (which is 
the biggest part of the West 
Bank) covers settlements 
and other sites that will 
remain under Israeli con- 
trol, while civil powers and 
responsibilities will be gra- 
dually transferred to 
Palestinian jurisdiction. 
The agreement lays down 
general principles and 
therefore most of its items 
or sections require further 
negotiations and further 
agreements. It seems that 
the chain of agreements be- 
tween Israel and the 
.Palestinians will never end, 
simply because the agree- 
ments are not precise, 
clear, concrete and specifi- 
cally detailed. 

The question of the 
Palestine Council has not so 
far been resolved. The 
negotiations have been 
turning in a vicious circle. 
No agreement has been 
reached on the number of 
council members and Israel 
is refusing to allow Palesti- 
nians of Jerusalem to run in 
the elections. Israel’s stand 
on this matter contradicts 
Annex I of the Oslo accord, 
which stipulates that: 


"Palestinians of Jerusalem 
who live there will have the 
right to participate in the 
election process." This pro- 
vision confers upon the 
Palestinians of Jerusalem 
the right to elect and be 
elected as well. The word 
“election” means “electing 
or being elected,” accord- 
ing to the Oxford and West- 
minster dictionaries. 

Another important prob- 
lem which calls for concrete 
resolution is the question of" 
water. The Israelis have in- 
itially argued that the 
Palestinians in the West 
Bank have no right to the 
underground water re- 
sources and that they 
should accept the consump- 
tion of only a part of the 
water, the biggest share 
being allotted to the settle- 
ments. Now, apparently, 
Israel has conceded that the 
Palestinians have a right to 
the underground water. But 
the mechanism .of im- 
plementing this right has 
been postponed. It should 
be remembered that Annex 
III of the Oslo accord pro- 
vided that a water develop- 
ment programme should be 
prepared by experts from 
both sides and that both 
should cooperate in the 
management of water re- 
sources in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and that 


cooperation will include 
proposals for studies and 
plans on water rights of 
each party as well as on 
equitable utilisation of joint 
water resources for imple- 
mentation in and beyond 
the interim period. 

Moreover, quite apart 
from the Oslo accord, 
Palestinians have been liv- 
ing in the West Bank and 
Gaza for centuries and thus 
have a superior right to the 
underground water re- 
sources than the newcom- 
ers, the Jewish settlers,’ 
whose settlements on occu- 
pied territories are "ab in- 
itio” illegal under interna- 
tional law. 

I believe that PNA leader 
Yasser Arafat is conceding 
too much in accepting cer- 
tain conditions in negotia- 
tions frith Mr. Peres, espe- 
cially those which are not in 
conformity with the Oslo 
accord provisions. 

The last redeployment of 
the Israeli army will be 
completed by February or 
July 1997, according to the 
Taba agreement. Hopeful- 
ly. it will be honoured by 
Israel. But one wonders 
what will happen if the 
Likud Party wins the Israeli 
elections to the Knesset in 
1996 and a new Israeli gov- 
ernment is formed in 1997. 


LETTERS 


To tbe Editor: 

I WAS amazed at an Aug. 25 report by the Israeli daily, Ma’ariv, 
which claimed that three Israeli officials met in Geneva in late June 
with Syrian and Lebanese officials. 

The report, quoting Avraham Katz Oz. a former minister of agri- 
culture who heads Israel’s delegation to the Water Resources 
Working Group of the Multilateral Peace Talks, claimed that the 
Syrian delegate to the negotiations was a retired minister of plan- 
ning, and named both the supposedly retired minister, and the 
“head” of the Lebanese “delegation.” The report spoke of 
extremely important documents that ibe Syrians and the Lebanese 
delegates brought with them, saying that these documents were 
translated in Damascus and that the Norwegians paid for it! 

The report finally described the meeting as a “breakthrough!” 

I cannot imagine that Mr. Katz Oz could possibly distort what 
happened in the Geneva meeting. The fact of the matter is that we 
all attended an international meeting called for by a United Nations 
Agency. UNDP, to discuss issues of water pollution and the role of 
legislation in preventing it. Attendants were experts from Pales- 
tine, Jordan, the United Kingdom, the United Nations, Norway. 
Israel and one private sector expert .who happened ro be Syrian, 
and another Lebanese. Each was there in his private capacity,, not 
representing his government. Neither of the two holds any govern- 
ment position nor has any of them occupied a government position 
in the past. The Syrian expert has had a long and successful career 
with the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), but has never 
been a minister as the article claimed, He now has his own con- 


Facts distorted 


suiting office in Aleppo. Tbe Lebanese participant is a university 
professor. 

Also, the meeting was not conducted in a Geneva hotel under 
tight secrecy as tbe article claimed. .Rather, the two meetings took 
place .in an office of a U-N., mission. Tbe Syrian and the Lebanese 
experts are old acquaintances, and I felt odd when I could talk to 
Israelis while the two experts shunned away all Israeli attempts to 
get close to them. They never exchanged jokes with the Israelis and 
the jokes they laughed at wine not those told by the Israelis either. 
Tbe Syrian and Lebanese experts conducted themselves like any 
expert would in a United Nations meeting. 

The report did not speak of the other experts from the other coun- 
tries to instigate that die meeting was between Israelis and Syrians. 
To add to the story of suspense, the report spoke about an acciden- 
tal appearance in the hotel of members of the U.S. delegation 
which heads' the multilateral talks on water resources, and suppos- 
edly asked the Israelis “what are you doing here?” 

■ Actually, the U.S. delegation , which stayed at tbe same hotel 
was tbe trade delegation that was negotiating with its Japanese 
counterpart on the famous agreement between their two countries. 
An American known to us was at the same hotel, and he was only 
an expert on the U.S. water delegation to the multilaterals. He is a 
technical person who works for the US. Corps of Engineers. I sat 
wiih him one day and he knew all about the UK meeting we were 
attending. 

The report claimed that these meetings were kept secret. This is 
not true. The Israel Radio reported the meetings early July, and I 
commented on their report almost immediately after teat. 


The report quoted- Mr. Katz Oz as saying tear the Israelis 
obtained extremely important papers from the Syrian and the 
Lebanese delegates. Actually, the papers each of experts presented 
contained no more information than any Syrian and Lebanese 
paper contained. Such, papers were repeatedly presented at interna- 
tional and regional seminars. I say this because I am familiar with 
the Syrian and Lebanese data: they are no secret, and any expert in 
the field can obtain teem by looking up Syrian and Lebanese 
papers presented in Damascus. Amman. Cairo, tee Arab League, 
Kuwait. UNDP seminars and elsewhere. I am actually surprised 
that tee Israelis have not had teem on file for a long time. 

My comments are not meant to defend Syria. Nor am I their! 
spokesman. Tbe comments are nonetheless meant to defend an 
effort teat I started when I headed the Jordanian delegation to the 
multilateral talks, an effort that aimed at pooling the expertise in 
the region and the advanced countries to help find collective 
answers to the many challenges facing us regarding water 
resources in tee Middle East. 

I believe tee motive of tee distortion of tee proceedings and 
objectives of this international U.N. seminar is political I further 
regret that professional meetings of experts representing only 
themselves are used for political fantasies through inaccurate press 
reporting. 1 do not believe such manoeuvres on the pan of tee 
Israeli press serves the cause of comprehensive peace teat we all 
seek. 

Dr. Munther J. Haddadin, 
Amman. 
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Egypt, Sudan, Ethiopia 
swap diplomatic signals 
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ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) 
_ Ethiopia. Sudan and 
Egypt engaged in a flurry of 
diplomacy on Monday over a 
failed assassination attempt 
against Egyptian leader Hos- 
ni Mubarak. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa met Ethiopian 
Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 
in Addis Ababa and officials 
said talks concerned inves- 
tigations into who was behind 
the plot to kill Mr. Mubarak 
in the Ethiopian capital on 
June 26. 

Mr. Mubarak said on Sun- 
day his country was preparing 
to take unspecified measures 
against Sudan over the 
attempt to kill him. 

“Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa will hold a meeting 
with the Ethiopian president* 
and on the basis of the in- 
formation we will have from 
Ethiopia, we are going to 
\ take some measures (against 
r Sudan),” Mr. Mubarak said. 

Mr. Meles, Ethiopia's for- 
mer president, was elected 
prime minister of a federated 
state last month. 

For its part. Sudan says it , 
wants talks with Ethiopia 
over allegations that it gave 
sanctuary to three Egyptian 
fugitives said to have been 
involved in the attack on Mr. 


Mubarak's motorcade. 

•Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan AI Bashir said he 
would send a delegation to 
Addis Ababa to discus the 
allegations — which Sudan 
was denied. 

In remarks broadcast on 
television late on Sunday. 
Lieutenant-General Bashir 
said he regretted Ethiopian 
measures taken against his 
country, including closing a 
Sudanese consulate and cut- 
ting its diplomatic presence in 
Khartoum. 

Gen. Bashir said he regret- 
ted the moves and promised 
to send a delegation to 
Ethiopia to present the re- 
sults of the search. Egypt’s 
foreign minister warned the 
Sudanese to act quickly. 

“Any attempt to win time 
will be refused because it is a 
dangerous issue.” Mr. Musa 
said after returning from 
Ethiopia on Monday. 'There 
is no joke in an attack on a 
president and we will not 
accept any sort of hedging.” 

Ethiopia identified one of 
the Egyptian gunman as Hus- 
sein Ahmad Shahit-Ali, also 
known as Siraj Mohammad. 
He apparently carried forged 
Sudanese and Ethiopian 
passports. 


The two other men were 
identified as Mustafa Hamza 
and Izzat Yassin, both be- 
lieved to be Egyptians. 

Sudan dismisses the 
charges, saying only one 
Egyptian entered its territory 
and that he subsequently dis- 
appeared. Mr. Mubarak 
escaped the attack unhurt, 
and later implicated Sudan in 
the incident. Egypt has repe- 
atedly accused Sudan of har- 
bouring and training militants 
crying to topple the Cairo 
government and impose a 
purist Islamic state by force. 

Meanwhile Ethiopia said it 
had arrested people sus- 
pected of willing two 
Sudanese aid officials in 
Addis Ababa. 

A Foreign Ministry state- 
ment on Sunday said inves- 
tigations were continuing but 
that the two murder victims 
were kown to have had dis- 
putes with individuals whom 
they had sacked. It gave no 
further details of the arrests. 

Dr. Abdullah AI Gaaii. 
head of the international Isla- 
mic Relief Agency, and 
Mohammad AI Fatih Yousi, 
a teacher at the Awoiia Isla- 
mic School and a member of 
the World Islamic League, 
were shot dead outside their 
residence on Saturday. 


Jordan seeks to host MENAFIO 


(Continued from page 1) 

there are already local, re- 
gional and international 
agencies.' including the 
World Bank and its 
affiliates, to finance projects 
and the proposed bank would 
not serve any particular 
purpose. 

The four “core" parties 
in the Middle East peace pro- 
cess - Israel, Jordan. Egypt' 
and the Palestinians — plus 
the U.S., Japan and several 
other countries supported the 
idea of MENAFIO being the 
predetermined forerunner of 
the bank. 

But the Europeans 
wanted MENAFIO to he 
•' instituted as an experimental 
body whose track record dur- 
ing zhe first two years should 
decide whether it- could he 
turned, into a development 
bank. 

The issue is expected to 


be decided during the next 
two meetings of the task 
force, in Rome in mid- 
September and in 
Washington in October, 
diplomatic sources said. 

The Jordanian desire to 
host MENAFIO appears to 
reflect the fact that the body 
would be centra] to identify- 
ing projects for financing, 
including bilateral and multi- 
lateral grants and technical 
aid. 

“We insist that the pro- 
ject identification process is 
done in Jordan." said the of- 
ficial. “Other. aspects of the 
projects, including assess- 
ment etc. could be done else- 
where." 

Meanwhile. Jordanian 
officials maintained in pub- 
lic that there had been no fi- 
nal decision that rhe pro- 
posed bank would be based 
in Cairo. 

Addressing a prepara- 


tory meeting on the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit to 
be held in Amman in 
October, Minister of 
Industry and Trade Ali Abul 
Ragheb said he had no 
official confirmation of the 
reports. 

"As far as we know, no 
official decision has been 
taken over this issue." said 
the minister, adding that .es- 
tablishment of the bank 
would be announced at the 
MENA summit. 

Omayya Touqan, direc- 
tor-general of the Amman 
Financial Market and one of 
the key figures involved in 
preparing for the MENA 
summit, said: "If we are in- 
terested in hosting "the bank, 
then we will pursue our ob- 
jective through all means 
available to us." 

Dr. Touqarf avoided an- 
swering whether Jordan was 
indeed interested in hosting 
the bank. 


Iraqi exiles want peaceful change 


(Continued from page 1) 

Relations between Iran 
and Iraq, whose eight-year 
war left a toll of one million 
troops and civilians killed or 
wounded, have often been 
tense since a U.N.-brokered 
cease-fire ended their con- 
flict. They are both some- 
thing of pariah states in the 
West. 

Monday's editorial fol- 
lowed President Saddam's 
call last month on Iran to 
establish good relations with 
Iraq and return more than a 
100 military and civilian 
planes. The aircraft took re- 
fuge in I 'an during the 1991 
Gulf war. 

He also called on Iran to 
free thousands of prisoners of 
war. Iran is holding some 
20,000 Iraqi prisoners, while 
Iraq keeps about 5,000 Ira- 
nians, according to the Red 
Cross. 

"Is there a better timing to 
establish cooperation than 
now when the knife of Amer- 
ica and Zionism is on Iraq's 
neck and only fingers away 
ifrom Iran’s ne.ck?” AI 
Jumhouriya added. 

Kuwait said on Monday it 
had prepared 116 million di- 
nars (S385 million) in claims 
for compensation from Iraq 
from environmental damage 
caused by Baghdad’s 1990-91 
occupation. 


The daims cover damage 
to the desert, maritime and 
coastal areas, ground water 
resources and losses associ- 
ated with environmental 
health, the offidal Kuwait 
News Agency quoted com- 
pensation expert Adel Assam 
as saying. 

Mr. Assam, general mana- 
ger of the public authority for 
assessment of compensation 
for damages resulting from 
the Iraqi occupation, said 
assessment of environmental 
damage was a complicated 
process requiring long-term 
monitoring. 

The news agency did not 
say whether the 1 16 million 
dinars was a final or prelimin- 
ary figure. But the public 
authority has said sdentific 
studies needed to arrive at a 
final cost for environmental 
repair might take years. 

In Bonn, the head of the 
U.N. spedal commission for 
the disarmament of Iraq,* 
Rolf Ekeus, said there was 
only a "very, very small” 
chance that the sanctions in 
force against Iraq will be 
lifted soon. 

“The possibility of lifting 
the ‘sanctions is very, very 
small,” he said in Bonn after 
talks with German foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel. 

Mr. Kinkel, referring to 
“frightening new informa- 
tion” about Iraq’s chemical 


and biological weapons prog- 
ramme, also said he “certain- 
ly sees no lifting of the sanc- 
tions in the foreseeable fu- 
ture.” 

Mr. Ekeus, who briefed 
the German minister on his 
recent visits to Iraq and Jor- 
dan, said that he outlined to 
him “the seriousness of the 
situation” following the latest 
revelations. 

In Amman, the head of the 
U.N. special commission met 
with Gen. Kamel who was 
responsible for military prog- 
rammes before his defection 
to Jordan. 

Mr. Ekeus said the U.N. 
mission had become 
“seriously concerned” in re- 
cent days about Iraqi biolo- 
gical weapons. 

Iraq claimed to have des- 
troyed these, but that had to 
be verified, Ekeus said. 

• “Baghdad has the chemical 
components to build new 
biological weapons,” he also 
stressed. 

Regarding the present 
situation in Iraq following the 
defections, Mr. Ekeus said 
that in the civil administra- 
tion “things are upside 
do.wn.” 

Mr. Ekeus spoke out in 
favour of continued German 
military participation in the 
U.N. inspection mission for 
Iraq, and he called on the 
Iraqi government to cooper- 
ate fully with Mr. Ekeus and 
his team. 


Women conference begins 

(Coo tinned from page 1) rhe heart of a conflict, diplo- 


hold us’ accountable. They 
will look for concrete signs 
that Beijing, in 1995, was 
followed by real action.” 

Dr. Ghali took aim at 
countries, which he did not 
name, balking at granting 
equality for women, by de- 
nying them the same access 
as men to economic, social 
and political power. 

“Equality before the law is 
being achieved in many coun- 
tries,” the U.N. secretary- 
general said. 

“But equality in fact re- 
mains an elusive goal in all 


mats said, that could turn the 
once-a-decade forum into the 
same battleground that en- 
gulfed previous U.N. confer- 
ences on population and 
poverty. 

The 4,000 delegates from 
181 states are to devise a 
blueprint on women's prob- 
lems ranging from fertility 
control and legal rights to 
education and health. 

But liberals. led by the 
United States and Scandina- 
via. have been opposed by a 
loose alliance of eight or nine 
conservatives, ranging from 


countries. Equality of dignity - the Vatican to Iran and other 
far from being achieved', Muslim states. 
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with discrimination on the 
basis of gender still wide- 
spread. 

“Real and concrete steps 
still required, to ensure 
quality of opportunity in 
Education, and equality of 
•ton to health system, to 
jobs and to political power." 

Dt- Ghali's words drove at 


The squabble is chiefly 
over wordings on fertility 
control and abortions, but 
also over the union of "equal- 
ity.” contested by some Mus- 
lims as incompatible with 
Islamic law. 

Women activists fear that if 
the discord is not resolved, a 
fudev or conservative text 


would erode two decades of 
gains. 

Dr. Ghali’s speech was 
read by Under Secretary- 
General Ismat Kittani after 
the U.N. chief came down 
with a high fever. 

Pakistani Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto mounted a 
defence on Islam, urging the 
world not to view it as a 
religion that denigrated 
women. 

“Islam forbids injustice,” 
Ms. Bhutto said. “As a Mus- 
lim woman I feel a special 
responsibility to counter the 
propaganda of a handful, that 
Islam gives woman a second- 
class status." 

She stressed the import- 
ance of distinguishing "be- 
tween Islamic teachings and 
social taboos spun by the 
traditions of a patriarchal 
society.” 

Meanwhile. U.S. delegates 
said China had somewhat 
eased intrusive security at the 
NGO forum at Huairou. 50 
kilometres northwest of here, 
but they urged rhe U.N. to 
take a firm line. 


The factors behind Hamas’ suicide bombings 


By Beverly Mflton- 
Edwards 

THE IDENTITY of the 
perpetrators of the suicide 
bombing in Ramat Gan on 
July 24, in which six Israelis 
and the bomber were kil- 
led, remains unsolved. But 
Hamas admitted responsi- 
bility for the attack in East 
Jerusalem Aug. 21 in which 
five were killed and over 
100 wo-unded. These 
attacks are a further sign of 
the spiral of political vio- 
lence currently characteris- 
ing both radical Palestinian 
and Israeli opposition to the 
peace process. 

By donkey, bicycle, bus 
or on foot, the phe- 
nomenon of Palestinian 
suicide bombers has scarred . 
the political landscape of 
die post-Oslo era in the 
West Bank, Gaza Strip and 
■ Israel. The nature of these 
assaults against Israelis has 
heightened current Israeli 
concerns with their secur- 
ity. This factor plays into 
the hands of all who oppose 
the peace process and 
makes the task of negotiat- 
ing it all the more difficult. 
Israeli negotiators have 
used the security issue to 
win substantial concessions 
from Palestinian . nego- 
tiators on redeployment 
and autonomy in the West 
Bank. Yet, none of these 
concerns explain why 
Islamist forces have 
embraced this particular 
tactic over the past 18 
months. 

Suicide attacks and 
bombings of such an indis- 
criminate nature have not 
characterised Hamas in the 
past. The transformation of 
political Islam from a mod- 
erate reformist social 
movement in the early 
1980s to a paramilitary 
organisation m the 1990s 
has been triggered by a 
number of factors. 1 Con- 
trary to current media 
perceptions of Hamas as 
bloodthirsty war-mongers, 
the organisation does hot 
embrace a policy of all-out 
war against Israel. More 
important, the move from 
acts of political violence 
against specific Israeli 
targets identified by the 
Islamic movement as * 
“mflitaiy" in nature (Le. 
the army in the occupied 
territories and armed set- 
tlers) to the acts of kami- 
kaze violence against Israeli 


civilians can be pinpointed 
to changes in the political 
environment. In particular, 
the current strategy of 
suicide assaults must be put 
in the context of the fact 
that they resort to this kind 
of violence against Israelis 
has been (in part, at least) 
triggered by a response to 
Israel’s blatant disregard 
‘for Palestinian life as exhi- 
bited so poignantly during 
the Hebron massacre and as 
aftermath in February 1994. 

The Hebron massacre 
Tactor 

The impori of the Heb- 
ron factor in deciphering 
the current thinking and 
strategy of Hamas’ Izz AI 
Din AJ Qassam brigades 
cannot be overestimated. 
When the settler Baruch 
Goldstein massacred 29 un- 
armed Palestinian worship- 
pers as they knelt at prayer, 
he triggered a response 
within sectors of the Islam- 
ist community which impels 
to seek revenge ats a reli- 
gious rather than strategic 
politically motivated im- 
perative. An act of mas- 
sacre was perpetrated by an 
Israeli citizen who was sub- 
sequently lauded by signifi- 
cant sectors of the Israeli 
population at large. If 
• Goldstein’s act was an act 
of Jewish rage against the 
Arabs of Palestine, then it 
should have come as no 
surprise that, following the 
massacre, Hamas 
announced it would be 
avenged. 

A religious conviction 
that the death of innocents 
should be avenged, facili- 
tated by the technical ex- 
pertise of figures like the 
now infamous Yahya 
Ayyash (popularly known 
as the Engineer) motivated 
elements within Hamas to 
adopt, the tactic of suicide 
bombing. A group of young 
people without security re- 
cords were recruited with 
the specific aim of embark- 
ing on suicide missions in 
Israel in the name of Islam 
and the liberation of Pales- 
tine. The religious passion 
with which these young un- 
knowns have embraced 
their task is evident in the 
words of the man responsi- 
ble for the Hadera bus 
bombing of April 1994, in 
which five Israelis were kil- 
led. In his will, the bomber, 
Ammar Armana, declared: 
“The world is a paradise for 


infidels but a prison for 
believers." He ended by 
exhorting fellow Muslims to 
“follow the path of martyr- 
dom”. Armana, and the 
other young Palestinians 
who have subsequently 
undertaken suicide mis- 
sions, subscribe to a phi- 
losophy currently prevalent 
in certain wings of Hamas 
that has elevated the act of 
jihad in the aftermath of 
Goldstein's Jewish equiva- 
lent. The Hebron factor has 
succeeded in increasing the 
climate of violence and hos- 
tilities white the protagon- 
ists of the peace process 
struggle to come to terms 
with political timetables 
and agreements. 

.The elevation of the act 
of jihad, from inner striving 
of the self through a wider 
call to liberation, to the 
formation of vanguards pre- 
pared to undertake attacks 
in which the sacrifice of life 
is essential, has a number of 
short-term political implica- 
tions for the entire Palesti- 
nian Islamist movement. 
First, as a strategy to com- 
municate a political agenda 
it should alert observers to 
the current depths of isola- 
tion and alienation in the 
movement from the peace 
process. The strategy of 
jihad through suicide 
bombing is not just about 
publicising the Islamic call, 
it is also about the way in 
which the Oslo and Cairo 
agreements have failed to 
take account of a sizeable 
minority of the Palestinian 
population of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. It is 
also about the failure of 
Israeli and Palestinian 
politicians to take seriously 
into account the political 
aspirations of the Islamists 
and their vision for peace. 
While it is true that other 
elements within Hamas, 
namely the so-called mod- 
erate leadership, have been 
involved in a dialogue with 
Palestinian nationalist, lead- 
ers, thus far this level of 
communication has yielded 
nothing politically signifi- 
cant for the Islamists. The 
recent formation of a pro- 
peace movement, Al- 
Masar, by former Hamas 
members, which is partly 
funded by the PNA, is the 
only indication that political 
Islam is being given a pro- 
peace platform. Neverthe- 
less, at present a number of 
the Hamas and Islamic 


Jihad leaders remain be- 
hind bars either in Israeli or 
Palestinian jails. Hie bomb- 
ings have elicited a security 
crack-down against the 
political leadership of 
Hamas while still failing to 
apprehend significant num- 
bers of the Izz AI Din AI 
Qassam brigades to stop 
further assaults. 

The failure of the 
nationalist leadership 

The suicide attacks have 
won a degree of popular 
support from the Palesti- 
nian community. In particu- 
lar, the initial bombings, in 
the wake of Hebron and 
carried out in the name of 
Goldstein's victims, re- 
ceived widespread backing, 
as well as endorsement 
from Hamas' political lead- 
ership. The attacks of 1995 
have been received less 
warmly within the Palesti- 
nian community and the 
political luminaries of 
Hamas have distanced 
themselves from such ac- 
tions. 

While the propaganda 
distributed by Hamas after 
these incidents would con- 
demn the peace-makers, it 
must be recognised that the 
motive for attack is revenue 
— against Goldstein and his 
Israeli supporters and the 
Israeli army or Shin Bet 
undercover units for assas- 
sinating Islamic leaders, 
also revenge against the fai- 
lure of the Palestinian 
nationalist leadership. Re- 
venge became a very 
powerful motive in the 
ranks of Izz AI Din AI' 
Qassam brigades. It took 
on a religious and political 
significance encompassing a 
rage and powerlessness of 
many Palestinians symbol- 
ised by the desperate 
suicide bomber. Revenge 
for political and religious 
acts of destruction by men 
of one faith encouraged the 
Islamists to test the limits of 
their military capabilities. 
The bombers were moti- 
vated by a belief in the 
sanctity of their act. Their 
source was the Holy Koran, 
which exhorts Muslims to 
“fight in the way of God 
.those who fight with you... 
And slay them wherever 
you come upon them, and- 
expe! them from where they 
expelled you.” Jihad, in this 
context is an act of defence, 
the suicide bombings are a 
retaliation against aggres- 


sion. 

The theological dimen- 
sion 

It must be remembered 
that the decision to under- 
take the bombing cam- 
paigns has not been taken 
lightly; the Qassam units 
have possessed the exper- 
tise and materials to pro- 
duce bombs for quite some 
time. The leadership of all 
wings will have been well 
aware of the consequences 
of just such a campaign 
against Israel. The theolo- 
gical dimension, however, 
will have prevailed upon 
those doubting such a tac- 
tic. A widely accepted in- 
terpretation of Islam places 
the current status of the 
Muslims of Palestine in a 
situation which compels 
them, in the name of their 
faith, to repel occupation. 
Suras of the Holy Koran 
make these obligations very 
clear; if Muslim lands are 
occupied the invaders must 
be evicted, if Muslims are 
forced to live under the. 
political rule of those of 
'another feith this situation 
must be reversed, if ene- 
mies cany out aggressive 
actions against unarmed 
■Muslims they must be stop- 
ped. Given these circumst- 
ances, irrespective of the 
religious faith of the enemy .c 
it is the obligation of all 
Muslims to defend them-' 
selves and wage jihad. . 
Jihad, under this context isj 
no more than a just war, a* 
war of defence sanctioned - 
in the Christian and Jewish 
faiths. Thus, no matter how 
unpalatable this perspective 
is to those who oppose the 
Islamist movement, this is 
the manner in which they 
perceive their task. 

The current wave of 
suicide bombing is unlikely 
to endure. Joint Israeli and 
Palestinian efforts to 
apprehend the bombers, a 
lack of popular support 
from the Palestinian com- 
munity and further changes 
in the political environment 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip do not bode well for 
the proponents of this 
approach. The political 
leadership of Hamas, with 
its pragmatic approach, is 
likely to .prevail over the 
militarists as the barometer 
of support changes with the 
political climate once again. 

Middle East Internationa} 


Russia torn between frantic change 
and habitual caution 


By David Ljunggren 
Reufer 

MOSCOW — The sight of 
a little girl in a Western 
nappy running gleefully 
around the room hardly 
seemed revolutionary, but 
the infant’s father knew 
otherwise. • 

“You cannot realise just 
what this means to us,” he 
said. “The first generation 
of Russian children raised 
on disposable diapeis. It’s 
mind-blowing.” 

When my Moscow 
assignment started in 1990, 
the first small Western 
stores had just started to 
sell basic foods and house- 
hold implements. Ordinary 
Russians, foraging through 
state shops for scraps, could 
only stare and dream. 

The reverie turned into 
reality with shocking sud- 
denness after a failed hard- 
line coup in 1991 blew apart 
the Soviet Union and 
ushered in a new reform- 
minded Russian govern- 
ment. 

Today Moscow is awash 
with money as those cun- 
ning enough to obtain hard 
cash hasten to explore capi- 
talism, while they can. 

IF the first five years of 
perestroika revolved mainly 
around politics, the second 
five have been all about 
money. How to get it, 
spend it and flaunt it. 
Where to go. What to do.' 


Ridiculously expensive 
restaurants open every 
week. Domestic airlines 
offer business class. Luxury 
Italian sports car makers 
Ferrari and Lamborghini 
are pushing their latest mod- 
els bere. 

Westerners who cher- 
ished long philosophical 
chats around the kitchen 
table with their Russian 
friends now sit in bemused 
silence as the conversation 
swirls around the merits of 
BMW versus Mercedes and 
whether Paris is more excit- 
ing than London. 

“I am just so bored by 
New York. I’ve been there 
four or five times in the last 
year and it has nothing to 
offer,” the 22-year-old sis- 
ter of an acquaintance 
announced the other day. 

The pace is frantic, for 
inbuilt deep in the Russian 
psyche is the conviction that 
aJf good things come to an 
end. usually sooner rather 
than later. 

The overriding stimulus 
seems to be: “what can I 
get out of this before every- 
thing falls apart?” 

The old certainties have 
gone, polarising society into 
the few with talent to make 
money and the many im- 
poverished millions still 
stunned by the end of com- 
munism. Trust has become 
a currency of the past — 
dollars are much more pre- 
ferable. 


Whatever the long-term 
implications, the effect in 
the short term is striking. 
The small shabby kiosks so 
prevalent in the early days 
of economic reform have 
been largely eclipsed by 
hundreds of flashy 
Western-style stories and 
supermarkets. 

In 1990 this was a dirty, 
grey, ramshackle and deep- 
ly unappealing city. Only 
after years of careful res- 
toration and rebuilding has 
it gradually become clear 
that Moscow is far more 
beautiful than anyone ever 
gave it credit for. 

But beneath the new 
veneer of Western-style 
civilisation lurks the real 
Russia, wary of change, 
suspicious of foreigners and 
in many ways still as un- 
fathomable as ever. 

Logic is hard to discern in 
a land where restaurants 
close for lunch and where 
learner drivers must under- 
go a psychiatric test to offi- 
cially prove they are. sane 
but are then allowed to 
behave like gibbering luna- 
tics behind the wheel. 

Ask why this should be 
and the answer invariably 
comes back: “Ladno, 
byvaet” or "well, that’s just 
the way things are." 

The “laduo, byvaet” 
approach works wonders 
when the need to improvise 
is paramount, but it does 


little for long-term reform. 

This is especially evident 
in the “Blubinka,” the 
gigantic expanse stretching 
eastwards from Moscow 
and St. Petersburg, where 
many say bitterly that re- 
form was a sham from the 
start and complain they 
have been effectively disen- 
franchised. 

The interest in Western- 
style politics faded fast as 
people realised that 
although democracy gives 
you the right to say what 
you want, it does not mean 
others have to listen. 

The ' Glubinka is where ' 
the battle for Russia could 
well be decided in the long- 
term, because the many 
millions who feel less liber- 
ated and more helpless than 
they did in 1991 represent a 
mighty millstone around 
the neck of future reforms. 

“What’s all this about 
freedom and democracy?” 
asked a local government 
offidal in the Siberian rity 
of Novosibirsk. 

“If someone really 
abused their powers in the 
old days, we could always 
appeal to the local Com- 
munist Party organisation, 
or failing that, to our .trade 
union. Now we have no one 
to turn to. We are totally 
defenceless." he said. 

Just as vulnerable are 
those fleeing the wars which 
flared up as the Soviet 


empire collapsed, pushing' 
the names of obscure en- 
claves, regions and repub- 
lics into the headlines. 

Nagorno-Karabakh, 
south Ogsetia, north Ing- 
ushetia, Mingrelia, Abkha- 
zia, Checfaenya, Tajikistan, 
Azerbaijan — a Ktany of 
senseless conflicts and 
thousands of deaths which 
furnished the darkest 
memories of the last five 
years. 

However, desperate the 
scenario, there is a strange- 
ly effective palliative which 
can wring a smile from the 
most unlikely situations — 
the delightfully morbid 
sense of humour which still 
thrives across the former 
communist superpower. 

One night in January 
1991, hours after Soviet . 
commandos had killed five 
people in an attack on the 
Latvian interior ministry in 
Riga, I walked through 
puddles of blood, glass, 
masonry and cartridge cases 
up to the front of the shat- 
tered building. 

“This is a tragedy," said 
the sole guard standing out- 
side. 

“Yes, it is,” I agreed,' 
looking around ^ . the de- 
vastation. 

“A real tragedy,” he 
said. “They’d oi2y just res- 
tored this place and now 
they’re going to have to 
start all over again.” 


Taliban victories shock Kabul 


KABUL (AFP) — Afghan 
presidential armed forces 
have been reshuffled follow- 
ing strategic victories by the 
Taliban Iklamic student mili- 
tia in western Afghanistan, 
official sources said Monday. 

Abdul Hafiz Mansoor. 
head of the state* run Bakhtar 
Information Agency , said a 
military commission had 
been set up to reorganise the 
defence of the western pro- 
vince of Herat and retake the 
Shindand air base. 

The Talibans captured the 


Shindand base. 80 kilometres 
south fo Herat city, early 
Sunday dealing a major blow 
to the forces of Afghan Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani. 
who were under the com* 
mand of provincial governor 
Ismael Khan. 

"There are evident signs 
that the state forces evacu- 
ated - Shindand without any 
fighting.” Mr. Mansoor 
admitted frankly. 

Mr. Mansoor said the new 
frontlinl was now some 3H 
kilometres north of Shin- 
dnnd. rhe country's second 


largesr airbase, at Adraskan. 

Most of the pro- Rabbani 
MiG-21 fighters and SU-22 
bombers, which provided air 
cover for all ground opera- 
tions in western Afghan pro- 
vinces. were said to have 
been evacuated from Shin- 
dand to Herat or Kabul be- 
fore the defeat. 

But large-scale infantry 
reinforcements have been 
airlifted from Mr. Rabbani's 
Bagram military airbase, 
north of Kabul, in Herat .in 
recent days. 

Heavy fighting is expected 


in Herat province as the Tali- 
bans have vowed to take the 
capital, whereas pro- Rabbani 
forces are preparing for a 
counter-attack. 

Ismael Khan will head the 
new commission which will 
also include General Allaud- 
din Khan, commander of the 
17th Infantry Division based 
in Herat. Sediq Chakkari. 
acting minister of frontiers 
affairs, and Mr. Abdullah, 
official Defence Ministry 
spokesman, said Mr. Man- 
soor. 

It appears Aliaudin Khan’s 
status has been elevated over 
the other commission mem- 
bers. Mr. Mansoor 'said 


AHauddin Khan now has a, 
degree of autonomy to oper- c 
ate outside the authority of. 
the new' military' commission. 

"Allauddin Khan has been 
empowered by the central 
state to arm fighters, to 
launch military expeditions, 
and to independently with- 
draw money from the central 
bank." stated Mr. Mansoor. 

This implies that Ismael 
Khan will no longer enjoy the 
complete autonomy that he 
has had as govemor- 

“ln the past Ismael Khan 
never shared any authority 
with focal commanders." Mr. 
Mansoor said. 
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Economy 


Saudi coffers saddled with 
growing public services 


ABU DHABI (AFP) - 
Saudi Arabia plans to carry 
out sweeping reforms and cut 
subsidies to restore balance 
to its budget but it faces an 
increasing bill of services to 
its ' fast-growing population, 
experts said Monday. 

Although the world's lead- 
ing oil producer and exporter 
has decided to hike fees on 
telephone, electricity and 
avaition, its commitment to 
providing free education, 
health and water to its people 
will unlikely be affected. 

“Services to citizens consti- 
tute a major burden on the 
budget but I don't think they 
will be affected by spending 
cuts." said Henry Azzam. 
chief economist at the Saudi 
National Commercial Bank. 

Allocations for health, 
education, water, com- 
munication and social ser- 
vices stood at around 55 bil- 
lion Saudi riyals (S14.6 bil- 
lion) in 1995. accounding for 
more than one third of rhe 
S40 billion budget. Another 
10 billion rivals (S2.66 bil- 
lion) were earmarked for so- 
cial aid. 

The figure is far higher 
than a decade ago as the 
population was around two 
thirds of the current popula- 
tion of nearly IS million. 

Experts said the value of 
services would steadily rise in 
the coming years as the Saudi 
population is growing by be- 
tween three and four per cent 
annually because the govern- 
ment is encouraging natives 
to have more children. 

■ They expected the govern- 


ment to rationalise such ser- 
vices by making them more 
efficient but they ruled out 
any major cuts in such alloca- 
tions. 

They referred to the sixth 
development plan, which 
would focus on upgrading 
services to the citizens apart 
from development of rhe 
non-oil sector. 

The 1995-1999 plan slated 
thar one of the government's 
strategic goais-would be to 
develop the Saudi society, 
provide it with social and 
health and allow it ro effectiv- 
ely contribute to develop- 
ment programmes, the ex- 
perts said. 

“The state coffers could 
receive less funds in the fu- 
ture due to the drop in oil 
prices at a time when financ- 
ing social services for the 
citizens depends mainly on 
the oil income, which 
accounts for more than two 
thirds of the total revenues." 
said Ihsan Abu Huleika. an 
expert at the Doha-based 
Gulf Organisation for Indust- 
rial Consulting (GOIC). 

"The question is: How can 
we maintain the level and 
quality of such services? The 
answer could be through in- 
creasing non-oil earnings, en- 
couraging the private "sector 
to play a greater role, up- 
grading the efficiency of so- 
cial programmes and en- 
couraging the cooperative 
societies and other commer- 
cial and charity organisations 
to set up economic and social . 
projects." he pointed out. 

Apart from services. Saudi 


Arabia is also burdened by 
high spending on weapons as 
part of plans to bolster its 
army following the Gulf war. 

Such commitments have 
combined with a decline in oil 
prices to create a large deficit 
in its budget, peaking at 
around S33.6 billion in 1991 
before easing to nearly S10.6 
billion in 1994. The shortfall 
was slashed to around $4 
billion in 1995 after the king- 
dom trimmed expenditure. 

The sixth development 
plan, details of which were 
released two months ago. 
forecast spending of an aver- 
age S40 billion a year, one of 
lowest expenditure levels in 
Saudi history. 

But the plan includes other 
unique features as it focuses 
on privatisation, attracting 
investment, and increasing 
non-oil revenues. 

Privatisation plans, 
announced by King Fahd last 
year, cover airport services 
and the national airlines, wa- 
ter and electricity and other 
sectors. These would be cou- 
pled with cutting subsidies, 
another major burden on the 
Saudi budget. But the gov- 
ernment has ruled out impos- 
ing income taxes after such a 
move triggered mass resigna- 
tions eight years ago. 

“Contribution by the pri- 
vate sector to social services 
has become necessary. The 
government should now de- 
termine the extent of such a 
contribution to ensure such 
services remain intact." Mr. 
Abu Huleika said. 


Businessmen urge 
APEC to speed up 
world trade rules 


Zedillo offers Mexicans gradual recovery 


NEWPORT BEACH. Cali- 
fornia (R) — Business lead- 
ers from the United States. 
Japan and 16 other Pacific 
Rim nations urged APEC 
leaders to speed up 

and expand the. liberalisation 
of world- trade rules estab- 
lished last year under the 
General Agreement of 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

In a report that will be 
forwarded to leaders of the 
18-Nation Asia-Pacific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation (APEC) 
forum, the business execu- 
tives said hastening imple- 
mentation of the GATT Uru- 
guay Round commitments is 
a key component aimed at 
creating the world's largest 
free-trade bloc by the vear 
2020. 

Their proposals are to be 
presented as a starting point 
for high level talks set for 
November in Osaka. Japan. 

Leading executives of large 
and small companies from 
the member countries 
reached agreement on the 
recommendations Saturday 
as they wrapped up their 
third and final meeting this 
year in advance of the APEC 
summit. The meeting of 
APEC's Pacific Business 
Forum opened Friday in this 
beach resort outside Los 
Angeles. 

Members of the Pacific 
Business Forum said all the 
measures contained in the 
report were agreed to' by 
consensus. And they stressed 
that the report focused on 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Pres- 
ident Zedillo has pleased in- 
vestors with a promise of 
prudent and gradual recovery 
in his first state of the nation 
speech, but he offered little 
to cheer the heart of the 
average Mexican struggling 
to cope with a crippling eco- 
nomic slowdown. 

Mr. Zedillo's pledge to re- 
duce the powers of his office 
in the name of greater demo- 
cracy also won praise, but 
political analysts said the 
light at the end of the tunnel 


worker, was promised that 
the recovery may begin, but 
under the same old 'rules, 
which have not been very 
positive for them." 

Conscious of Mexico's dire 
economic plight following a 
bungled devaluation last De- 
cember. Mr. Zedillo made 
the speech a sober, austere 
occasion stripped of the 
pomp and open-air motor- 
cades of previous years. . 

There were no reports of 
street disturbances, and even 
the leftist Democratic Re- 


since the December peso 
crash and shrunk by a stag- 
gering 10.5 per cent in the 
second quarter of this year, 
would start to grow again 
soon. 

“We have surmounted the 
worst of the crisis and the 
coming years will be times of 
economic growth • and in- 
creasing jobs." he said. The 
government would seek to 
kick-start that recovery 
through carefully stepped-up 
public spending, he added. • 


approval rating has slumped 
ro just 34 per cent in recent 
polls, also promised to create 
a powerful, independent 
federal auditor's office. 

"That is something- totally 
new. it is a step in the dis- 
mantling of the authoritarian 
presidency and achieving 
more balance between the 
powers." Mr. Meyer said. 

Mr. Zedillo said he would 
bring in laws to fight orga- 
nised crime and drug traffick- 
ing and to establish a national 
public safety system to train 


SKj“ “• ?r A.l UT] u C] , o Democratic Re- Mr. Zedillo's remarks public safety system to train with ' markers" to measure 
°^ hlS y° lu,lon Party was muted in "represent a major turning and professionalise Mexico's success in carrying out their 

countrymen still looked a its protests in congress, point in fiscal policy." said corrupt police. nlan 

long way off. . where members only held up respected Mexican economist . ‘ • • 


countrymen still looked a 
tong way off. 

“In the macro (economy), 
which is what matters to the 
big investors, there will be no 
fundamental change... he 
gave no sign that that will 
change." said historian and 
political commentator Loren- 
zo Meyer. 

But he added: "The com- 
mon Mexican, the family, the 


placards as Mr. Zedillo Rogelio Ramirez De Lao. 
spoke, parodying his cam- adding that a relaxation in 
paign slogans. - fiscal discipline to boost 

“Unemployment, rising growth was not necessarily a 
prices, hunger, violence: Is . bad thine, 
that well-being for ail the "It was noticeable — the 
family?" one placard asked, absence of any mention of a 


THE BETTER HALF, 

leiASgEfZGEN - - ; 


By Glasbergen 


Mr. Zedillo predicted that 
the economy, which has shed 
more than a million jobs 


public sector surplus." he 
added. 

Mr. Zedillo, whose 


THE Daily Crossword by James Barrick 


ACROSS 
1 Make sense 
6 School evenl 
10 Glutton 

13 Inexact 

14 Emerald Isle 

15 Ridge of sand 

16 Symbiosis 

19 Volcanic 
material 

20 Spelunking 
locale 

21 Leg bone 

22 Gladden 

24 Initial 

25 Baltimore 
athlete 

27 Tramp 

28 Doctrine 

31 Van Doren 

32 Express a belief 

33 Eau- de — 

34 Pinches 

35 Places for 
patches 

36 Bnsile 

37 Same: pref. 

38 Ferocious one 

39 Car 

40 Loser to D.D.E. 

41 Gen Bradley 

42 Frustrate 

43 Money 
substitute 

45 Gorge 

46 Newsstand 
structure 

47 City on the Oka 

48 Exoert 

5t For all to see 

54 Remove, in 
printing 

55 Certain parks 

56 Main 

57 Reverential fear 

58 Goofs 

59 Seed coat 

DOWN 

1 Inter — 

2 Knotts and 
Adams 

3 Be superhuman 

4 Application 

5 Cotton cloth 

6 Grievance 

7 Mellow 





“What does a woman have to do to 
get some attention around here?!” 




'J 


U.S. government changing how it 
measures growth, productivity 


proposed reforms that they 
believed would achieve im- 
mediate. tangible results. 

However, a number of the 
recommendations appear 
likely to face difficulty in 
winning acceptance from- 
APEC leaders. 

Sandra Kristoff. the U.S. 
ambassador to APEC, said in 
August that the United States 
could not offer to accelerate 
measures under the GATT 
Uruguay Round, as it already 
has met its commitments and 
the Clinton administration 
has limited statutory author- 
ity to go further. 

The business leaders ack- 
nowledged they did not con- 
sider “political" obstacles. 

“We just laid out what we 
thought should happen." said 
Les McCraw. the chairman 
and chief executive officer of 
Fluor Corp. and the U.S. 
co-chaiiman of the meeting. 

After their last summit in ! 
Bogor. Indonesia, last 
November, APEC leaders 
pledged to achieve free trade 
and investment in the region 
by 2020. The Pacific Business 
Forum was charged with de- 
vising a plan for the APEC 
leaders to consider when^they 
meet again in Osaka in 
November. 

The report also urges 
APEC governments to: 

— Simplify procedures' for 
obtaining business residency 
visas by 19% and to intro- 
duce visa-free business travel 
throughout the APEC region 
by 1999. 

— Ease and harmonise 
custom clearance procedures 
by 2000. 

— Harmonise national 
product standards by 1999.- 

— Increase cooperation in 
safeguarding intellectual 
property rights by 2000. 

— Establish a private- 
governmerrt task force to 
identify infrastructure needs 
in the region and develop 
investment guidelines by 
1996. 

In addition to a specific set 
of time limits urged for each 
measure recommended in the 
report, the business' leaders 
called for a review system 
with “markers" to measure 


WASHINGTON (AP) — As 
if Americans didn't have' 
enough to worry about with 
stagnant wages and uncertain 
job prospects, now tHe gov- 
ernment is preparing a revi- 
sion of economic history that 
will show the current recov- 
ery was even weaker than 
previously thought. 

The effort is part of a 
massive overhaul of the gov- 
ernment’s primary measure 
of the economy — the gross 
domestic product (GDP). All 
of this will- have a profound 


amount of money going into 
their pockets. 

“We haven’t changed real- 
ity. All we have changed is 
the numbers we put down on 
paper," said David Wyss, 
economist at Dri-McGraw 
Hill Inc. “The economy 
didn’t change just because we 
are counting it differently.” 

So far in this recovery, 
which began in March 1991, 
the economy has been ex- 
panding at a puny annual rate 
of 2.6 per cent, instead of the 
3.1 per cent average pre- 


enect on our understanding viousiy believed. Under 
of such critical pocketbook either figure, this is shaping 

ICG1I-C 41 TIC ° . . 


issues as U.S. productivity 
growth and gains in Amer- 
ican living standards. 

Starting in December, the 
government will move the old 
GDP measurement into the 
background and replace it 
with a new process for toting 
up the value of all the goods 
and services produced -each 
year in a S7 trillion economy. 

The Commerce Depart- 
ment, which is doing the 
work, has already given a 
preview of the changes. 
Under the old GDP measure- 
ment, the economy slowed in 
the April-June quarter to an 
annual growth rate of 0 J per 
cent. 


up to be the weakest upturn 
in the post- Wo rid War II 
period. 

By contrast, the revised 
GDP measurement makes 
the period before 19S7 look 
more robust, boosting aver- 
age growth by about one-half 
percentage point. 

While the average Amer r 
ican may not pay attention tQ 
year-to-year changes in the 
GDP, these revisions will 
have a profound impact on 
other measurements that do 
strike closer to home. One of 
these is productivity. i 

For U.S. living standards 
to increase, it takes steady 


llie new GDP measure-, gains in productivity, the 
ment. however, erased even amount of proudetion 


that little bit of growth and 
showed the economy con- 
tracted at a rate of 0.2 per 
cent. If that slump continues 
in the current July-Septem- 
ber quarter, it would meet 
the classic definition of a re- 
cession. 

' While most economists be- 
'lieve the economy is re- 
bounding, the new GDP me- 
asure wiU show that growth at 
a weaker rate — probably 
about one-half percentage 
point lower than the old 
measurement. 

Although the new figures 
provide a better explanation 
of why Americans feel their 
standard of living is stagnat- 
ing, it doesn't alter the 


obtained per hour of work. 

But with less output, 
according to the GDP 
measurement, productivity 
will look weaker as well. 

Under the old figures, pro- 
ductivity appeared to be ris- 
ing by two per cent a year in 
this recovery, compared to 
one per cent annually since 
1973. But the revisions will 
show productivity rising by 

1.3 per cent a year in the 
1970s and 1980s, compared to 

1.4 per cent in this upturn, a 
negligible difference. 

By wiping out the previous 
pickup in productivity, the 
measurement dashes one of 
the hopes of the Clinton 
administration — that the 


. Unscramble these four Jumble?, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour onflnary words. 

fVuDAG I 


OWTAMMi Snw He 
AirWeHuttnd 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Honri Arnold and Rfika Alston 

r l know It's a lot, Barthajwt | 
you're worth every penny 


■ f ml\ 


SOMYS 


TUNBOT 


TYMINE 


IN 


WHAT A CLEANING 
LApy CAN COGT 


Now arrange the ended letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem : 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SIXTY EJECT OUTCRY CURFEW 
Answer What everyone thought her fitte twins 
were— TWO CUTE 


■me* DON'T MAKE JR EES 
UKE THEY U5ED TO.. 
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Yesterday's puzzle solved: 


B Mine yield 
9 Cites 

10 Jury's award 

1 1 Certain Peruvian 

12 Command to a 
horse 

15 Socialites, 
briefly 

17 Appointment 

18 Mournful song 

23 Superman's girl 

24 Airman 

25 vincil amor” 

26 Poker action 

27 Javelin. 

29 Stringed 
instrument 

30 Intended 
32 Available 

35 Suicidal attack 

36 Stitches 

38 Trunk 

39 Green onion 
42 A pronoun 

44 Inner part 

45 Stupid 
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tellus\ 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT YbuR 
FLEA CIRCUS 
JULIUS* > 


' YEH. IT MUST BE ) WHAT DO V t DonV 
MMtp Wc** TO \ VOO KEEP \ Vppp 
g aTRAtN FLEAS? ! vtouR 

M 'THEy GET MAD 

ANDHOPAlX NT "|i[ 

m ove* ** ■JttT’Mr 

f& V f 


I JUST CARRY T DotfT VbU EVER LOSE 
THEM AROUND I *** Sf FUEAS 
S ON BUTCHt T>Wr 

>■ , ^ OH NOT g 

FI 1 -( JUST ONCE- 


LEADING LAD/ 
RAN OFF WITH j 
S A POODLE* J 


46 Was acquainted 50 Lab device 


with 

47 Reputation 
49 Confabulation 


51 Lupino of films 

52 “Le Coq — " 

53 Decorate a cake 




j economy was finally breaking 
out of the stagnant productive 
- ity period from 1973 to 1990. 
s Tiny increases in produc- 

i tivity are the reason wage 
gains have been depressed 
J since 1973 and Americans’ 

y standard of living looks so 
: anemic when compared to 

’ the boom years of the 1950s 
and 1960s. 

\ One.mJght wonder why the 

Clinton administration. 

> already facing a tough 

: reelection campaign, would 

produce a statistical revision 
r that is going to weaken its 

> boasting rights about the eco- 
i nomy. 

[ Commerce Department 

economists say they are simp- 
] iy trying to correct a long- 
standing problem with the 
GDP measurement. Lewis 
Alexander, the department's 
F chief economist and a Gin- 
ton appointee, said be has 
gotten nothing but support 
, from others in the adminis- 
. tration. 

I “This is the right thing to 

i do. The new numbers are 

> dearly better.” he said. 

The problem being addres- 
sed is the use of a base year, 
currently 1987, to establish 
fixed values for the various 
components of output in 
computing the inflation-ad- 
justed GDP figures. 

That system works reason- 
ably well as long as the prices 
of all goods are generally 
rising at the same rate. 

But it was thrown out of 
sync, first in the 1970s be- 
cause of the huge run-up in 
energy prices, and more re- 
cently with the sharp drop in 
computer prices. Commerce 
analysts estimate that compu- 
ters account for 60 per cent of 
the overstatement of GDP in 
the current recovery. 

To fix the problem. Com- 
merce is junking the fixed 
base year and switching to a 
rolling average, called jt a 
“chain-weighted" measure- 
ment. 

HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY. 
SEPTEMBER 5, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrolo- 
ger, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 ..to April 

19) Be alert to danger in the 
business world this morning, 
and then a fine opportunity 
may present itself from far 
away. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) A successful business per- 
son of your acquaintance can 
give fine advice for getting 
ahead, so follow it. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Don’t light into a good 
friend today about some 
promise made, and later 
tonight you can discuss your 
ambitions with others. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Don’t mix into 1 
an altercation between a 
family tie and an outsider, 
and then you can carry 
through with inspired ideas. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don’t run away from your 
tasks because you get a flash 
idea which is not good, and 
later today you can enjoy 
good friends. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) If you don’t 
commit yourself early today 
to some new interest, you can 
easily get some family matter 
properly handled. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) An associate 
gives you a new idea which is 
not very good, so forget it 
and later get routines im- 
proved with other partners. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Don't waste 
time talking to a stranger and 
then you can find some new 
and profitable kind of in- 
come. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Don’t be 
extravagant where luxury is 
concerned today, and find 
more modem ways of in- 
creasing income. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Postpone 
handling that vexing matter 
at home and plan the future 
more wisely so you can be ' 
more successful. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Don’t permit 
some outside affair to get you 
away from your tasks. Be 
with persons who can assist 
you to make personal prog- 
ress. 6 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Don’t waste time 
gossiping this morning, and 
then tonight you can handle 
outside affairs with intelli- 
gence. 

Birthstone of September: 
Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 
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A renew I 
of economic news 1 
out die Arabic press! 


Abu Hassan: 
Stoppage 
of exports 
to Iraq 

unimaginable 


☆☆EXPORTS TO Iraq dur- 
ing die first eight months of 
.i. ul - this year amounted to about 

• > 1 . i ^ JD 250 million, nearly 50 per 
‘•hi ‘ J* cent of the total Jordanian 

' !v - ijrn 7 ' \ exports during the period 
,:I V (excluding phosphate and 
potash), the records of the 
. ; Amman Chamber of Industry 

. U: 1 , ‘ Kr jr : (ACI). Ttie exports by 250 
companies included 75 pro- 
ducts of food, medicines, 

\ : l cleaning materials, threads 
‘ 1 ' : and stationery. According to 

:!i - ‘jr M . ACI President Khaldoun 
■•'u.v Abu Hassan many Jordanian 
1 industries were set up solely 

, - ' to export to Iraq and meet 

i.'. r Ci . _ the needs of that market. As 

• ' r '- :v. such, he pointed out, it is. 
■ i: - t r “' difficult to switch to other 

r.; c *" neighbouring markets be- 
* ci . cause they have similar indus- 

tries and even seek to export 
: their products to Jordan. 

• . Noting that the same situa- 

tion applies to Syria and 
. . Lebanon ,• Mr. Abu Hassan 
. stressed that there was no. 
alternative to the Iraqi mar- 
ket. He said that what Jordan 
had achieved in the industrial 
sector and in exports was 
“the fruit of 20 years of build- 
k . . ’ 1 . mg.” He said the industrial 
sector and other related sec- 
tors provide 125,000 regular 
and steady employment 
opportunities and account for 
about 20 per cent of the gross 
SC i ipr domestic product. The ACI 
L chief said the industrial pro- 
• 11 cess was not an easy task as 

: > ] an industry would require 

four to five years to. snow 
smooth production and 
another four fo five years to 
secure reliable and steady 
markets for exports; meaning 1 ' 
a total of about ten years to 
build a complete and compre-. 
hensive production-export 
operation. Mr. Abu Hassan 
said it would be unimaginable 
to think of the consequences 
should exports to Iraq stop 
and warned against accepting 
international promises which 
never materialise and - which 
have always been fictitious 
(Al Dustour). 

☆☆THE ARAB Bank Ltd. 
earned a total of JD 116.9. 
million during the first six 
' ‘ months of this year bringing 
up its net profit after tax to 
JD 35.7 million. Earnings 
and net income on June 30, 
1994 were JD 110.2 million 
and JD 28.8 million respec- 
tively. The tax that the bank 
has to pay amounts to JD 
15.1 million. According to 
the semi-annual report, the 
Arab Bank's financial “posi- 
tion” has exceeded $21 bil- 
lion with total assets plus 
contingent accounts amount- 
ing to JD 11,580.5 million 
compared to JD 10,389.2 mil- 
lion on June 30, 1994. Cash- 
and quasi cash stood at JD 
4.8 billion whereas total loans 
and credits grew by 17.8 per 
cent to reach JD 3,519 mil- 
lion. Total deposits increased 
^ by 11.2 per cent and stood at 
■ JD 7,782 million (AlAswaq). 

☆☆ WITH THE approval of 
the general assemblies of the 
National Engineering Indus- 
tries Company and the 
National Multi Industries 
Company, the two firms have 
merged into a new entity 
called the National Multi En- 
gineering Industries with a 
JD 26.25 million capital that 
will be raised to JD 30 million 
. .-v through a private offering to 
shareholders. According to 
' . Aref Zurqiyeh, board chair- 
man of the two merging com- 
panies said the new company 
would be the largest indust- 
rial complex in Jordan com- 
prising 10 factories that will 
manufacture tiny and thin 
varnished cables, poly prop- 
elyn needed for the packag- 
ing and wrapping industries, 
adhesive tape, copper rods 
and other products for com- 
munication and electrical us- 
> age. He indicated that some 
k . ■ plants have started produc- 
tion two months ago and that 
. • sn agreement was signed to 

sell Syria 20. tonnes of var- 
v nished wires each month. 
,.r The company will also be 
. • putting on the market within 
a month its new liquid battery 
called Newstar. The total 
.. assets of the new company 
amount to JD 36.58 million 
, . Aswaq). 
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U.K. says world 
arms competition 
tougher than ever 


ALDERSHOT, England (R) 
— Britain's arms industry 
faces stiffer competition in a 
shrinking market and must 
offer packages of equipment 
rather than individual pro- 
ducts. the defence ministry's 
chief salesman has said. 

Charles Masefield, head of 
the Defence Export Services 
Organisation, said the 
world’s top three exporters of 
mil|tary equipment — the 
United States, Britain and 
France. — al! aimed to cap- 
ture new trade in a market 
likely to contract 25 per cent 
in the next 10 years . 

“(Competitors) have never 
been more aggressive. That is 
both their industries and their 
governments,” he told a news 
conference to open Britain's 
biennial Royal Navy and 
British Army equipment ex- 
hibition. 

More than 1,000 potential 
buyers from 80 countirCs are 
attending the invitation-only 
show to inspect arms and 
military equipment made by 
282 companies. 

Mr. Masefield, who works 
within the ministry of defence 
to support commercial expor- 
ters. said British companies 
needed to put together pack- 
ages tailored to each custom- 
er country's needs. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 
bullion markets Monday. 


One U.S. dollar 

L3430/40 

Canadian dollar 


1.4782/92 

Deutschemarks 


1.6338/48 

Dutch guilders 


1. 1944/54 

Swiss francs 


29.99/03 

Belgian francs 


S.034&98 

French francs 


1623.6/4.6 

Italian lire 


97.32/42 

Japanese yen 


7.2S2Q/20 

Swedish crowns 


6.3810/60 

Norwegian crowns 


5.6680/30 

Danish crowns 

One Sterling 

SI. 5584/94 


One ounce of gold 

S379.85/380.35 



UAE needs more steel projects — study 


**We are going to concen- 
trate on selling packages, not 
products.” he said. 

Britain, which won orders 
worth £5 billion ($7.5 billion) 
in 1994. had identified a list 
of 20 countries where it 
would aggressively pursue 
deals, he said, without nam- 
ing them. 

Mr. Masefield also said the 
government would no longer 
support more than one Brit- 
ish firm going for the same 
export deal. 

“We don’t want to see 
- companies that are not going 
to win muddying the water 
for those who can." he said. 

Mr. Masefield faced ques- 
tions about how Britain de- 
cided which foreign gov- 
ememnts to arm. reflecting a 
string of scandals over ex- 
ports under the ruling Con- 
servative Party, most notably 
to Iraq during the 1980-88 
.Iran- Iraq war. 

He said licensing was tight- 
ly regulated with applications 
rejected daily. “We are only 
selling to stable regimes 
which are benign and who are 
wishing to use their equip- 
ment for defence,” he said. 

But a coup could see 
equipment fall into the wrong 
hands, he acknowledged. 
“You can’t guard against a 
change of regime.” 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) needs to set up more 
steel projects to face growing 
consumption and cut a large 
import bill, the state-run 
Emirates Industrial Bank 
(EIB) has said. 

The UAE. a major oil pro- 
ducer, has nine steel rolling 
plants but only five are oper- 
ational with a production 
capacity ■ of 120,000 tonnes 
per year and an actual output 


of 65-70 per cent of capacity, 
EIB said in its weekly bulle- 
tin. 

Steel imports, mostly from 
Qatar and Turkey, have 
jumped over the past five 
years from 375,000 tonnes 
680,000 tonnes per year due 
to a construction upswing in 
the emirates, the study said. 

“Given these bare facts, 
the economics of a steel pro- 
ject undoubtedly appear to 
be positive and clearly need 


Toyota struggling 
to stay No. 1 in Japan 


further examination,” it said. 
“What is being proposed is 
not an investment for making 
raw steel but a project cater- 
ing for the needs of the 
domestic construction indus- 
try, which is finishing' mill 
capable of producing steel 
. bare and rods.” 

It suggested building a 
steel plant with a capacity of 
.200.000 tonnes and invest- 
ment of 350 million dirhams 
(595.3 million). But it stres^ 
sed the projecr needed fore- 
ign partners for technology. 

“An investment of such 
magnitude could not be 


realistically made by a single 
investor. The foreign col- 
laboration would be required 
not just for financing pur- 
poses but. more importantly, 
for help with technology, 
start-up and management." 
the bulletin said. 

UAE private investors are 
considering building a steel 
. plant-at a cost of around $408 
million and production 
capacity of 600,000 tonnes 
per year. The project has 
been on the cards for several 
years and business sources 
said the delay was due to its 
large capital. 


Steel and other capita! in-, 
tensive projects are highly., 
feasible in the Gulf given its 
abundant energy resources. 
Gulf Cooperation Council-: 
(GCC) states — Saudi Are-:..- 
bia, Bahrain. Kuwait. Oman.-- 
Qatar and the UAE — sit., 
atop nearly 465 billion barrels:: 
of oil and 19 trillion cubic:: 
metres (633.3 trillion cubic:- 
feet) of gas. 

Construction is the second i 
biggest component of :he:t 
UAE’s gross domestic pro-.; 
duct after oil. standing av; 
around 12.2 billion dirhams-*. 
($3.32 billion l in 1994. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Toyota 
Motor Corp. is struggling to 
maintain its decades-long 
dominant position, faring a 
revival among its domestic 
competitors and increased 
threats from foreign carmak- 
ers in the Japanese market. 

Japan's largest carmaker 
appointed vice president 
Hiroshi Okuda as new presi- 
dent last month, leaving him 
with the tough mission of 
recouping its market share, 
which plunged below 40 per 
cent in July for the fifth time 
this year against a peak of 
48.7 per cent eight years ago. 

“Toyota is now faced with 
crucial circumstances.” said 
Noriyuki Matsushima, an 
analyst of Nikko Research ' 
Institute Co. Ltd. “Jobs the 
new president musr handle 
are very difficult. His ulti- 
mate goal is to revive a 
‘strong" Toyota. 

A recovery in its market 
share is one of the imminent 
problems of the company, 
the new president has 
pointed out. 

“We must try our best.” 
Okuda said at his first news, 
conference as new president. 

Toyota's domestic output 
in July dropped 14.3 per cent 
to 267.000 with its sales down 
4.4 per cent to 195.000. while 
it reduced operations by 10 
per cent at its Tomioka’ fac- 
tory in Aichi prefecture fol- 
lowing slowing demand. 

A Bearish Toyota has re- 
cently cut its domestic vehicle 
production forecast for this 
year to 3.22 million units 
from its earlier estimate of 
3.'42 million units due to slug- 
gish domestic sales. 

Its archrival Nissan Mot&r' 

Co. Ltd., which has suffered 

huge losses over the pasFTevT 
years, is showing a gradual ■ 
recovery, raising its market 
share to 24 per cent last 
month on a brisk sales of its 
newlv-introduced Gloria 


model. 

“At last, we are likely to 
get through the long tunnel.”' 
a Nissan spokesman said. 
“We have concentrated on 
our sales division by boosting 
the number of sales person- 
nel. Our effort has finally 
paid off.” 

Nissan's production in July 
jumped J 3. 1 per cent to 
158.000 and sales, expanded 
6.2 per cent to 119.000 to 
post the ninth consecutive 
month of year-on-vear gains. 

Toyota, in a bid to achieve 
an immediate increase in its 
market share, is widely ex- 
pected to further reduce 
prices. "Toyota is still weal- 
thy and strong enough* to cut 
prices.” Mr. Matsushita said, 
“and this is one of the easiest 
measures to help the com- 
pany recover." 

But a Toyora spokesman 
denied this was even a possi- 
bility. "Prices have already 
been to the lowest possible 
level.” the spokesman said. 
“If we cut further, we cannot 
expect to make a profit. It is 
unrealistic." 

Instead, the company is 
expecting much from a plan 
to introduce a fully restyled 
Crown luxury model this 
month, he said. The Crown’ 
was once Toyota's leading 
profit maker, beating other 
luxury cars in Japan. 

Meanwhile, imported cars 
are gradually gaining 
momentum in the Japanese 
market, threatening to grab a 
larger slice of the" market. ■ 

Sales of imported motor 
vehicles in Japan surged 17.4 
per cent to 35.766 units in 
July, posting a record .high 
for the month and^Zl months 
of uninterrupted gains’ r - 

“At last, foreignearmakers 
have decided to enter the 
market seriously." an auto 
analyst at a Japanese secur- 
ities house said. x 
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ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE FRICK LIST FOR MONDAY 04/00/1995 


COMPANY'S JJAKS 


ARAB BANK Pie 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

BARK OF JOTJDAH 

MIDDLE EAST XHVZSXjnBNT BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMBHT BANK 
THE HOUSING BARE 
JORDAN KUWAIT BASK 
JORDAN GOLF BARK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BASIC 

JORDAN INVESTMENT & FINANCE BANK ’ 

BEIT ELMAL SA7XNGK INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 
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TRADED CLOSING P&IOT 
JD PRICE 


174445 

7749 
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168S 
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14595 
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84933 

1344 
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JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
IRBTD DISTRICT ELXCTRXCITX 
ARAB ZRTBRNATJONAL HOTELS 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 
JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA’Z 
UNITED MIDDLE EAST S COMMODORE HOTELS 
ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT C EDUCATION 
KARKA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 
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5035 
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JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
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3.000 

THE ARAB POTASH 

1100 

5445 
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130 

1226 
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THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL & AGRICULTURAL 

700 

2226 

3.1&0 

3.130 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
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5.050 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT • 

In Shmeisani, 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, ground floor, 
280 sq.m.. 

Other apartments and 
villas furnished / 
unfurnished / for rent & 

S3|g, 

Abdoun Real Estate. 

. TeL 810605, 810609. 810520 


ijfjA ** * ** 

863944. - 818890 



DOLLAR 


CROWN HOT 


RENTACAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel: 693399 


OLYMPIC SIZE | 
SWIMMING POOL 


1 MIS COURT • 
1 HEALTH CLUB . 

' SAUNA A JACUZZI 

TEL 758180 


sAumomo* 605843-690157 
RADIO & TV STATION HD. 


VILLA 
D’ANGELO 




AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 
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King Abdullah Gardens 

[TeL 699420. 
816499 


iS!» 

W 


\ ^Deluxe Furnished 

c 

Sand Unfurnished ir 

&- 

^-Villas apartments ^ 
©and office Space 
oTo Suit-all Budgets 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 




One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Slay 


5th Circle - 692672 


EAT & TELL 


With Seif 
& Nawfal 


H;niU Cuisine ITAl.O - -MF.IV 


869944 


$5-SS% 


iff 3! 


inner GScAhiaa 


Unique gold & gems 


jewelry. ] ; 
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Real 

Madrid 

start 


with a 
bang 

MADRID (R) — Spanish 
, champions Real Madrid 
started the new season in 
splendid style on Sunday with 
a 5-1 romp away to newly 
promoted Rayo V-diecano, 
the capital’s third club. 

Real. 1-0 up at the interval 
after a 29th -minute goal by 
Jose Amavisca, cut loose af- 
ter the break with World Cup 
midfielder Fernando Hierro 
scoring twice between goals 
from Sandro Sierra and Qui- 
que Flores. 

Brazilian Guilherme net- 
ted. Rayo’s consolation goal 
when Real were already 4-0 
up. 

Real made light of the abs- 
ence of injured Chilean Ivan 
Zamorano, league top scorer 
last season, and Danish play- 
makers Michael Laudrup, 
needed for Wednesday's 
European Championship 
qualifier against Belgium. 

There were few surprises 
on the opening weekend of 
the season with all the cham- 
pionship favourites winning. 

Barcelona won 2-0 at Val- 
ladolid but Johan Cruyffs 
expensively , rebuilt side were 
fortunate not to go behind in 
the first half. 

After the interval well-. 
taken goals by former Tot-’ 
tenham defender Gica Popes- 
cu and promising Ivan de la 
Pena sealed the three points. 

Another rebuilt team de- 
lighted with their start were 
Atletico Madrid, who con- 
ceded the first goal against 
Real Sociedad but bounced 



Real Madrid's Lais Enrique (foreground) and 
Quintana of Rayo Vallecano struggle Tor the 


ball during their Sept. 3 match. Real Madrid 
won 5-1 (AFP photo) 


back to win their home clash 
4-1. 

Russian Valery Karpin pnt 
Sociedad in front midway 
through the first half but a 
crashing free-kick from Ser- 
bian Milinko Pantic made it 
1-1 at halftime. 

Two goals — one a penalty 
— by Bulgaria’s Lyuboslav 
Penev and a last strike by 
Argentine midfielder Diego 
Simegne 15 minutes from the 
end completed an excellent 
Atletico victory. 

Athletic Bilbao were 
equally impressive in a 4-0 
home eclipse of raring San- 


tander.. 

Espanol had to work a 
little harder for their 3-1 
home victory over newly 
promoted Salamanca, -while 
Cup Winners* Cup holders 
Real Zaragoza managed only 
a 1-0 win at home to Oviedo. 

Merida, beginning their 
first-ever season in the top. 
flight, were disappointed not 
to notch a home win. 

They took an early lead 
against UEFA Cup repre- 
sentatives Real Betis, were 
pegged back just before the 
break and had a clear penalty 
turned down in injuiy time. 


The traumatic summers 
suffered by Sevilla and Cetta, 
relegated for financial prob- 
lems then grudgingly rein- 
stated, seem to have taken a 
heavy tojl. 

Both teams lost at home to 
a solitary goal, against Tener- 
ife and Compostela respec- 
tively. 

Deportivo Coruna, man- 
aged by former Welsh inter- 
national John Toshack, kick- 
ed off the season in fine form 
on Saturday, easily beating 
Valencia 3-0 in a repeat of 
last season’s cup final. 


Tour of Spain begins 

LOGRONO, Spain (AP) — Italian Nicola Minali, riding 
for Gewiss-Ballan. won the first stage of the Tour of Spain 
Sunday, covering the 186 kilometres (115 miles) from 
Zaragoza to Logrono in 5 hours, 42 minutes and 45 
seconds. Spaniard. Abraham Olano, riding for Italian team 
Mapei-GB. finished No. 17 and kept the overall lead after 
winning the prologue Saturday. Jeroen Blijlevens of the 
Netherlands, riding for TVM-Verzekeringen, placed 
secodnwith the same time as Minali. They were followed by 
the main pack, which consisted of the bulk of the 179 
participants, at the same time. All-terrain rider Laurent 
Jalabert of France, riding for Spain's Once, finished third, 
also moving up to third from fifth place in the overall 
standing. 


VACANCY 

An international trading division of an investment . 
company wishes to employ: 

An executive_ secretary: U.K. or U.S. 
university degree, U.K. or U.S. nationality 
preferred. Experience in preparing contracts and 
conducting correspondence. 

Qualified persons should call 

United Investment Group - Tel: 696617, 696618 


FOUR - STOREY BUILDING FOR SALE 

Consists of 8 flats. The area of each flat is 21 0 
sq.m., net area of the flat is 170 sq.m.. Area of 
land is 875 sq.m.. New building made of white 
atone. Ready to sell whole building or sell 
separate flats. 

Jordan University Str. 

For more information, contact 
Groop Real Estates 691987 


COMMERCIAL LAND FOR SALE 


An Excellent Opportunity Five 
jibls of Prime Commercial 
Lands Around 1 000 sqm Each 
Can Be Said .Separately: Good 
For Hotels Offices 'Showrooms 
Embassies Location"! ftft r‘ ; 


WADI SAQRA St. Near KINO , 
ABDULLAH GARDENS ft 
Asking Price 250 J.D / sqm 

\ftrftT<tf •: sisiao^yCsp 'ft I c 

- : — — ■—**"■*— 


Morceli looks to reward 
Rieti with a record 


ROME (R) — Algeria's 
Noureddine Morceli leads a 
host of world champions on 
Tuesday on what could well 
be a record breaking farewell 
to the central Italian town of 
Rieti's annual athletics meet- 
ing. now beset by a drop in 
sponsors. 

Morceli, the world 1.500 
metres champion and a local 
favourite, wants to mark the 
25th edition of the Rieti 
event by breaking the 3.000 
metres world best of seven* 
minutes 25.11 seconds he set 
in Monte Carlo last year. 

The Algerian, an honorary 
citizen of Rieti after setting 
the 1.500 metres and mile 
world records at meetings in 
1992 and 1993. is not alone in 
chasing records in what could 
be the town’s final major 
meeting for some time. 

Ireland's 5.000 metres 
world champion Sonia O'Sul- 
livan has announced she in- 
tends to try and break the 
women's mile record set by 
Romanian Paula Ivan in Nice 
in 1989. 

It would not be the first 


time the small-town track, 
with _ a backdrop of Italy's 
Abnizzi Mountains, had wit- 
nessed such a feat. In 1982 
Romania's Maricica Puica 
broke American Mary De- 
cker's mile world record 
here. 

Kenya's Moses Kiptanui. 
the 3.000 metres steeplechase 
world champion and record 
holder, has said he wants to 
try and break the two mite 
best bift the attempt looks 
doubtful after an exhausting 
5.000 metres in Berlin on 
Friday. 

Organisers say Britain’s tri- 
ple jump world record holder 
Jonathan Edwards has prom- 
ised to be at the meeting, 
along with pole vault world 
champion Sergei Bubuka of 
the Ukraine. 

Double world champion 
Michael Johnson of the Un- 
ited States has arrived in 
town and will run the 200 
metres while organisers say 
Britain's 100 metres Olympic 
champion Linford Christie is 
”90 per cent” certain to 
appear. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, sitting room, 
living room, dining room. With new furniture, 
electric appliances, parking and telephone. 
Location: Shmeisani. 

Call Tel: 670812 or 635627 


1989 MERCEDES BENZ 200E 
FOR SALE 

For further information please call phone 641726, 
Fax 611068 , from 9:00 a.m. to 1 :30 p.m. 
and 4:00 to 5:30 p.m., M.T. Asfour 


European collector seeks to buy an old 
ATLAS or old MAPS from before 1800. . 
Please contact: Hani 699077 
between 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. only 


Tyson 
happy with 
Bruno 
victory 

LONDON (AP) — Mike 
Tyson didn't make it to the 
ringside to see Frank Bru- 
no take the world 
heavyweight title from 
Oliver McCall. He couldn't 
.get clearance from the 
parole board. 

Had he been among the 
23,000 fans who saw Bruno 
win rhe tirle at the fourth 
attempt Saturday. Tyson 
would have liked what he 
saw. 

Tyson has beaten Bruno 
before, and there was little 
in this latest performance 
to suggest the 33-year-old 
British, fighter will' be any 
more of a menace when 
they meet again. 

"Mike Tyson sent his 
hearty congratulations to 
Frank.” promoter Don 
King said Sunday. "As we 
called him. Mike answered 
by saying: ‘Dont tell me. I 
bet you Frank won.' He 
took the punch line away." 
King said. 

"He said: ’Give him my 
best .'tell him that's great.'" 

It is great for Bruno. 
Once King has set up a 
fairly straightforward de- 
fence against a lower- 
ranked fighter, the British 
heavyweight 'will be look- 
ing at a $1 00 million fight 
with Tyson. 

It’s also great for Tyson. 
He knows he took Bruno's 
best punch before coming 
back to nail him in five 
rounds in 1989. 

For much of the fight at 
Wembley Stadium. Bruno 
appeared little changed 
from the time he lost his 
first world title challenge to 
Tim Witherspoon in 1986. 
to Tyson three years later 
and to Lennox Lewis two 
years ago. 

Each time he started 
well, landing big early pun- 
ches. but then he ran out of 
gas. The difference was, at 
those three fights his oppo- 
nents came up with knock- 
out punches. McCall simp- 
ly couldn’t find his. 

The man who knocked 
out Lewis in two rounds to 
win the title a year ago was 
unable to locate the suspect 
Bruno chin with anythin 
.more than the occasion, 
slap and went home with 
out his title after losing a 
unanimous decision. 

He ■ lost his chance for 
earning big money with 
Tyson. Now. Bruno has 
his. 

But King doesn't want 
the British "fighter to rush. 

"He dropped the gaunt- 
let to Tyson, and Tyson is 
ready to accept Ft.” King 
said. 

"But Frank's won the 
title and now he should 
take'a little time to enjoy it. 
For the next six to nine 
months he can enjoy his 
family and content himself 
because naturally he's 
going to make millions 
when he does fight. 

"Tyson will be the No. 1 
contender, but there's 
Bruce Seldon (WBA titlist) 
and Axel Schulz and South 
Africa's Frans Botha who 
fight in Germany for the 
vacant IBF title." King 
said. 

"We have got so many 
guys out there to make a 
match with.” Bruno, it 
seems, can't wait ro get at 
Tyson, even though he’s on 
friendly terms with the for- 
mer undisputed champion. 

“I respect him and I love 
him because he's good for 
boxing. But my main 
dream of all is to fight Mike 
Tyson in a rematch." he 
said. 


New teams, new venues 
new faces as NFL kicks off 


OAKLAND (AFP) — It was 
as if the Raiders had never 
been away. 

The erstwhile Los Angeles 
National Football League 
club returned to Oakland, 
the city they left in 1982, and 
beat last season's Super Bowl 
runners-up San Diego 17-7 in 
front of 50-323 delighted 
fans. 

The Raiders seemed a right 
at home as they gave Mike 
White a victory in his NFL 
coaching debut. They played 
tough defense and capitalised 
on two turnovers in the 
second half, one by Natrone 
Means and the other by 
Andre Coleman. 

Raiders quarterback Jeff 
Hosteller had a five-yard 
touchdown pass to Tim 
Brown and rookie Napoleon 
Kanfman ran 16 yards for a 
touchdown. Cole Ford’s 46- 
yard field goal completed the 
Oakland scoring. 

The Rams, the other ex- 
Los Angeles club now sta- 
tioned in St. Louis, didn't get 
to open in their new home 
town. 

But they surprised Green 
Bay anyway, picking off 
quarterback Brett Favre 
three times fn a 17-14 victory. 

Quarterback Chris Miller 
completed 19 of 30 for 166 
yards and two touchdowns as 
the- Rams gave their new 
coach Rich Brooks a win. 

For the Carolina Panthers 
arid Jacksonville Jaguars, it 
wasn’t just a new coach and a 
new town. It was a new evr 
erything. 

The expansion teams met 
predictable defeats in. their 
debut games, though Caroli- 
na gave Atlanta a scare be- 
fore falling 23-20 in overtime. 

Morten Anderson kicked 


the deciding 55-yard field 
goal at 6:17 of overtime after 
Lester Archambean stripped 
Panthers quarterback Frank 
Reich of the ball. 

Carolina had forced the 
extra time when Reich hit 
Willie Green with a 44-yard 
TD pass with 26 seconds left 
in regulation. 

Jacksonville- were less im- 
pressiave, gaining only 151 
yards in their 10-3 loss to 
Houston. 

Life without Joe Montana 
officially began for the Kan- 
sas City Chiefs, and rhe rest 
of the NFL, in Seattle. The 
Chiefe seemd to be more than 
surviving Montana’s depar- 
ture as ' Sieve Bono threw 
three touchdown passes in a 
34-10 victory that ruined Sea- 
hawks coach Dennis Erick- 
son’s NFL debut. 

Bono completed 18 of 23 
attempts for 278 yards. Willie 
Davis caught six passes for 
155 yards, including touch- 
down losses of 60 and 40 
yards. 

Miami lived up in their 
pre^ason hype with a 52-14 
drobbing of the New York 
jets. Dan Marino threw three 
touchdown passes and Troy 


Vincent ran back an intercep- 
tion 69 yards for a score as 
the Dolphins ran up their 
biggest points total since: a 
55-14 win over St. Lowis in 
1977. 

Even Miami's mistakes 
didn't seem to hurt. Bernie 
Parmalee fumbled twice, but 
made up for it by scoring on 
runs and and four yards. 
Super Bowl champions San 

-Francisco had to work a little 
harder at New Orelans. pull- 
ing off a 24-22 victory over 
the Saints. 

Steve Young connected for 
two touchdowns, including a 
50-yard throw to Jerry Rice. 
Young was sacked five times 
and left the game briefly with 
a pinched nerve in his neck. 
He returned in the second 
half. 

In other games it was 
Washington 27 Arizona 7, 
Chicago 31 Minnesota 14, 
Cincinnati 24. Indianapolis 
21 in over time, Tampa Bay 

21 Philadelphia 6. andDenver 

22 Buffalo 7. 

The Dallas Cowboys round 
off week one when they visit 
the New York Giants on 
Monday night. 


NFL RESULTS 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Croatia overwhelm Estonia 7-1 

ZAGREB ( AP) — Davor Suker scored three goals to lead 
Croatia to a 7-1 victory over winless Estonia Sunday and 
move, six points dear of Italy atop group 4 in European 
championship qualifying. Playing before a sell-out crowd of 
25,000 at Zagreb's Maksimir Stadium. Croatia went on the 
attack from the start and dominated the lopsided game 
throughout. The victory improved Croatia to 6-1-1 and 19 
points, six more than second-placed Italy (4-1-1), which has 
played twofewer games and faces Slovenia on Wednesday; 
The top team in each of -eight groups automatically 
qualifies along with the six best second-placed teams for 
next summer’s finals. The other two second-place finishers 
must playoff in a one-game knockout match for the final 
berth in the 16-team field. England qualifies as host. 

Penarol recruit Red Army general 

BEUING (AFP) — Uruguayan football club Penarol have 
offered $250,000 for Hao Haidong, midfield general for 
China’s national team and the Army side. However. 
Penarol have insisted on a six-month trial period which may 
block the first move of a Chinese player to a major overseas 
club, the Yangcheng Evening News reported. The Army 
club, propping up the Chinese championship, were reluc- 
tant to let Hao go for the last six months of the season if 
they could not be guaranteed the foil transfer fee. Penarol 
have offered Hao $2,500 a month during his trial period 
and would also pay his board and lodging and travel 
expenses. Penarol spotted the 25-year-old when they 
played two matches in China last month. 

Italian ex-player dies 

BRESCIA (R) — Former Italian soccer player Edoardo 
Bortolotti, 25; died on Saturday after -falling from a 
third-floor balcony, and police and his family S2id they 
believed he had committed suicide. Bortolotti. who played 
as a defender for Brescia in both the first and second 
divisions and made four appearances for Italy’s Under-21 
side, died in hospital in the northern town of Brescia, 
where he was flown by helicopter after being found 
injured. Police said he had fallen 10 metres from the 
balcony of his parent's third-floor apartment in the village 
of Gavardo. He was alone iri the apartment at the time. 

Portugal draw with N. Ireland 

OPORTO. Portugal (AP) — Porto striker Domingos 
Paciencia scored two minutes into the second half to help 
Portugal to a 1-1 draw with Northern Ireland on Sunday, 
extending its lead over Ireland atop European Cham- 
pionship qualifying Group 6. Barcelona midfielder Luis 
Figo set up the goal, sending a cross that got past teammate 
Antonio Folha only to land at the feet of Paciencia. The 
Porto striker spun 180 degrees and smacked the ball past 
Northern Irish keeper Alan Fertis. sending the crowd at 
Antas Stadium into celebration. 


Christie 
might miss 
Olympics 

LONDON (AFP) — Linford 
Christie claims media press- 
ure of the wrong kind will 
probably convince him not- to 
defend his Olympic 100 
metres title in Atlanta next 
year. • •-••-.■ • . • . 

The . 35-year-old- British^; 
sprinter, who recently be- 
came a grandfather and who 
has three children by two 
women, said he wants to lead 
"a normal family life.” 

"A clear mind is the most 
important thing for an 
athlete. But I haven’t had' a 
clear mind. I haven't got one. 
Whose side is our media on? 
We are part of the British 
team — rhe, media should be- 
part of the British team too." 5 

When asked if he would 
like to run in Atlanta, he 
replied "Yes.” 

But he stressed: "Nqthing 
goes on for ever. It is always 
nice to get out at the' top. I 
have got to the stage where 'I 
am just fed up thar every time 
it gets to a major game the 
media hassle my friends, my 
family, they dig up thing* 
from way down." 

He insisted his age was noi 
a factor. 

Christie, the only athlete to 
have simultaneously held 
Commonwealth, Olympic, 
European and world titles, 
said: *‘I have won everything 
there is to win in athletics. 

"Why put myself through 
that pressure when I can get 
out there and chill and live? 
You know, I need to get back - 
to a normal life. I have got a 
family. 

"My sister’s had .a little boy 
and he's walking and talking 
and I have missed all that 
because 1 have been so busy 
away doing athletics, so I just 
want to get back to having a 
normal life. 
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SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1 * Phi 10 ' Pan 

IV Pm 1 a Pm 

1 NT Pm 3 NT Pan 

Pm Pm 

Opening lead: Seven of * 


The first world championship, 
albeit unrecognized at the time, 
was an official match between the 
best teams of Europe and the Unit- 
ed States in 1935.- The Four Aces 
represented the UJS. France^ led by 
Lhe brilliant Pierre Albarran. was 
the reigning European champion. 

deal is from a practice 
before the great encounter. 

The suction could be oot of a 
modem textbook. Albarran. West, 
found himself on lead against three 
no trump and chose a passive 
spade. 

Declarer played low from dummy 
and East's queen won. A heart was 
. returned to the tabic's king. Dedar-' 


er could count eight tricks, and 
elected to play on dubs for the 
ninth. Accordingly, the nim* of dubs 
was run from the board, it wool 

Declarer now had nine tricks, 
and there are those of us who would 
have scampered home. But declarer 
was convinced that the jack of dubs 
had been "located* with Em . so the 
lure of an overtrick was irrestaie. . 

Declarer continued with a dub Lo 
the lea, and the roof Sell in. Aibar- 
ran rattled off four tricks in the suit 
Tor a one-trick set. 

Sitting South was one of tbe 
greet American players of that 
tune. Should he have been taken ha 
by West's defense? In all honesty, 
we must state that we, too. would 
have swallowed the bait. 



CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Woody Harrelson 
& Kiefer Sutherland 

The Cowboy 
Way 

Shows: 1230, 330. 6:15, 830. 1030 


CINEMA' " TEL: 699238 

PLAZA 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

3\rds of the 
Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows; 12:30. 3:15, 5. 6:45. 830, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

, CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

Adel Imam & Yusra 
Birds of the Darkness 


Shows: 1230. 330, BOO. 8:15. 10:45 

■ CONCORD “2" 

SPECIALIST 

Shows: 330, 5:45. 8:45, 10:45 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

• MUSA HIJAZIN 
“Sumaa’" 

IN 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 
****** *_* ********** 


iNaFiI Al Mashim TKeatre 
TEL: 675571 

Presents 

kabaret 

^Abeerlssa 
Gnassan Mashiui 

with Amer khamash. Khalil 
Jahmani. Mohammad Husseini 
and Issam Al Han ball 
Vie theatre closes on Monday 
Performances start at 8:30 p.m. 


Nabil & Hisnam's TeL 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 

presents 

(Ah Ian Tatbee’) 
Welcome 
Normalisation 

Shows start at 8:30 p.m. 

° r tef62?r^ f Iease ^ 

•si. 625155 Amman 
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Fukuoka 
spent 

$3b on 
Student 
Games 

FUKUOKA (AFP) — 
Fukuoka's mayor justified' 
spending three billion dollars 
on the biggest-ever World 
• Student Games by saying 
Monday the event could be 
seen as an opening gambit to 
host a future Olympic 
Games. 

Keiichi Kuwahara, speak- 
ing a day after the 12-day 
Student t Games closed, indi- 
cated the city may — despite 
worries about high-budget 
capital projects — one day 
bid to stage the Olympics. 

The 72-year-old mayor 
added: “I don't know if I'd be 
4 still alive then... but I take 
n ' the reputed success of this 
Universiade as the first step.*' 

The three billion dollars 
spent on the Universiade 
went into building six new 
sports facilities as well as 
roads which city officials say 
will spur the urban rede- 
velopment of this 1,000-year- 
old port city. 

But some citizens groups 
have warned that excessive 
investment in construction — 
at the expense of welfare and 
education — would cause the 
city's finances, which depend 
on bond issues for 16 per cent 
of its budget, to collapse. 

Having secured only limited 
sponsorship money at a time 
of slow economic recovery, 
the city also spent 170 million 
dollars on running the bien- 
nial event, which attracted a 
record 5.740 athletes and 
officials from 162 countries. 

An average 65 per cent of 
the 150.000 seats at venues 
for the 12-sport games were 
filled daily, "exceeding our 
expectations.” games ticket- 
ing official Shigeru Imafuku 
said. 

Fukuoka, which will stage 
the 1977 Pan-Pacific swim- 
ming championships, has 
already bid for the 2001 East 
".Asian Games for which the 
Japanese City of Osaka is 
also a candidate. 

“The Universiade was a 
fanrasric publicity for 
Fukuoka.” said sport supre- 
mo Primo Nebinto. who 
heads the Student Games 
governing body and the 
powerful International 
Amateur Athletic Associa- 
tion. 

The next games will be 
held 3t the Italian island of 
Sicily in 1997 and the Spanish 
resort of Majorca in 1999. 


Sanchez Vicario ousted in U.S. Open stunner 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The 
chances of a U.S. Open final 
showdown between co- 
number ones Steffi Graf and 
Monica Seles improved 
tremendously here Sunday 
with the ouster of 1994 
women's champion Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario. 

The third-seeded Spaniard 
made the earliest exit by a 
defending Open women's 
champion since 1986. losing 
to 14th seed Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez 1-6. 6-4. 6-4. 

The biggest stunner so far 
at the $9.86 million tourna- 
ment denied Sanchez Vicario 
her seventh consecutive 
quarter-final berth and sent 
Fernandez into a match with 
ninth seed Gabriela Sabatini. 

The result removes a major 
obstacle for reigning Wimble- 
don and French Open cham- 
pion Graf, whose path to the 
final now includes only Amy 
Frazier and the Sabatini- 
Femandez survivor. 

Sanchez Vicario was a 
finalist in six of the past seven 
Grand Siam tournaments and 
runner-up in this year's three 
prior Slams, losing to Steffi 
Graf at Wimbledon and the 
French Open and Mary 
Pierce in Australia. 

“I'm a human being," San- 
chez Vicario said. It's im- 
possible to get always what 
you want when you want it. I 
have many more tourna- 
ments to go. It was unlucky. 
But I have many years to go. 
I have much to learn from 
this match.” 

No reigning Open women's 
champion had been sent 
packing so early since Hana 
Mandlfkova was knocked out 
in the same round in 1986. 

"I didn't play at all like I 
had to.” Sanchez Vicario 
said. "I should have finished 
her off and won in two sets. I 
lost the match more than she 
won it. She is a dangerous 
player and she had nothing to 
lose.” 

Fernandez made 51 un- 
forced errors but saved 20 
break points to keep Sanchez 
Vicario frustrated. She broke 
Sanchez Vicario on four 
points in the sixth game, 
aided by two double faults, to 
pull even at 3-3. 

In the final game. Fernan- 
dez broke to win when San- 
chez Vicario was long with a 
backhand volley. She had 
saved a prior match point on 
an awkward job off the bot- 
tom of her racket frame. 

“The only chance T had 
was to come in and take 
chances and it paid off.” Fer- 
nandez said. "I try to focus 
on my game and attack as 
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Wax is specially formulated 
to loosen plaque and 
tackle the bacteria which 
cause plaque. Its long 
lasting formula helps to 
protect teeth from the 
return of plaque for 12 
hours. 

Rinse with plax before 
brushing to make your 
r* tooth brushing more 
effective. 

Wax is approved by the 
, British dental association 
for the removal of plaque. 
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much as 1 can against players 
like Arantxa.” 

Reigning Wimbledon 
champions Pete Sampras and 
Graf advanced in much diffe- 
rent fashion earlier. 

Big-serving Australian 
Mark Philipponssis. an 18- 
year-old ranked 93rd in the 
world, gave world number 
two Sampras a scare before 
falling 6-7 (5-7 j. 7-5. 7-5. 6-3. 
The two-hour. 5U-minute 
trimph by Sampras sends him 
into a round of 16 matchup 
with friend and 15th seeded 
fellow American Todd Mar- 
tin. 

Sampras served 27 aces to 
15 for Philippoussis. who had 
nine double faults to 14 by 
Sampras. The American had 
69 winners and 33 unforced 
errors to 59 winners and 40 
errors for Philippoussis. 

“His serve was so big I had 
a hard time reading it." Sam- 
pras said. “1 was kind of 
confused out there. I looked 
like an idiot. He's very- 
dangerous. I played well 
when I had to. I will have to 
play a little better as the 
tournament goes along." 

Martin, a 1994 semi-finalist 
here, reached the round of 16 
by beating Colombia's 
Mauricio Hadad 6-2. 6-1 . 6-3. 

Unheralded two-third vol- 
leyers Byron Black of Zim- 
babwe and Michael Tebbutt 
of Australia advanced to the 
round of 16. Tebbutt faces 


fifth seed Michael Chang, 
who beat Australia's Todd 
Woodbridge 6-3. 6-2. 641. 
while Black meet eighth seed 
Slich. who bumped Austra- 
lia’s Scott Draper 6-3. 641. 
64 J. 6-3. 

Third seed Thomas Muster 
and 14th seed Jim Courier, a 
former world number one. 
also advanced with victories. 

Graf reached the quarter- 
finals here for the 1 Ith con- 
secutive year, dispatching 
16th-ranked Chanda Rubin 
6-2. 6-2. in 54 minutes. Graf 
broke Rubin in the fifth and 
seventh games of each set. 
taking advantage of the 
American's 3l~ unforced 
errors. 

Graf, a three-time winner 
here and 17-time Grand Slam 
singles champion, has won six 
titles and compiled a 36-1 
record this year. She has a 
18-7 record here in the 
quarter-finals and beyond, 
having won the title in 1988. 
1989 and 1993. 

Grafs only loss this year 
came in her only match be- 
tween the Open and Wimble- 
don. when she was beaten by 
Coetzer in the Canadian 
Open first round. 

Sabatini. who reached the 
quarter-finals here for a ninth 
straight year by eliminating 
14-year-old Swiss rookie 
Martina Hingis 6-2. 6-4. 
Sabatini- who won the indoor 


WTA Championships here in 
November, needed only 71 
minutes to beat Hingis, who 
committed 41 unforced errors 
(See separate story). 

U.S. Open notebook 

ft Blood drive: The tennis 
community is rallying behind 
former top-20 player Leslie 
AUen-Seimore whose 7- 
mo nth -old daughter, Rachel 
Elayne, is in need of a bone 
marrow donor. 

The infant has a rare blood 
disease known as Hemopha- 
gocitic Lymphohistiocytosis 
and none of the family mem- 
bers are a match. 

A blood drive was con- 
ducted Friday for dose to five 
hours in the women's locker- 
room and 91 potential donors 
gave bloodl samples to be 
tissue typed. 

After upsetting sixth- 
seeded Mary Pierce. Amy 
Frazier went straight from 
her press conference to give 
blood. 

Other players giving blood 
samples induded Martina 
Navratilova, Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez, Gigi Fernandez, 
Pam Shriver, Lisa Raymond, 
Lori McNeil, Natasha 
Zvereva and Chanda Rubin. 

Zina Garrison Jackson's 
schedule prevented her from 
riving blood at the U.S. 
Open site, so she is making 
alternative arrangements to 


be tissue typed. 

ft Check on Chang: If 
Michael Chang doesn't win 
this year’s U.S. Open, it’s 
worth keeping an eye on who 
he loses to. 

For the past four years. 
Chang has gone down to the 
eventual U.S. Open cham- 
pion. 

Last year, Chang lost 'to 
Andre Agassi in a five-set 
match in the fourth round. In 
1993, Chang lost to Pete 
Sampras in a four-set quar- 
terfinal match. In 1992, 
Chang lost to Stefan Ed berg 
in a five-set semifinal match. 
In 1991, Chang again lost to 
Edberg in a three-set fourth- 
round match. 

ft Head line news: Im- 
ported to the U.S. Open for 
the first time is axelle, a top 
hairstylist with Jacques De- 
ssange Paris, who has coiffed 
player's hair at the French 
Open since 1983. 

USA network filmed 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario re- 
ceiving a haircut Wednesday 
afternoon. On Tuesday, John 
McEnroe scheduled an 
appointment for between 
commentating stints for USA 
network. 

Others who have had their 
hair cut indude Pete Sam- 
pras, Jim Courier, Stefan 
Edberg, Guy Forget, Emilio 
Sanchez, Jakob Hlasek and 
Fabrice Santoro. 




Michael Stich of Germany returns a shot to Australia’s Scott Draper (AFP photo) 


Unseeded 14-year-old Martina Hingis of Switzerland reacts 
in the second set against ninth seeded Gabriela Sabatini. 
Sabatini won 6-2, 6-4 (AFP photo) 

Hingis still impressive, 
even in loss 

NEW YORK (AP) — There were moments on Sunday , 
when 14-year-old Martina Hingis looked her age. tossing . 
her racket in frustration, looking skyward for help as heri 
excellent U.S. Open adventure ended abruptly in a 6-2. 6-4 «- 
loss to Gabriela Sabatini. 

A missed return here, a lost opportunity there. Hingis let 
the anger hang out there a couple of times, like a kid who 
had been ordered to her room. 

“I am not the only one who does that.” she said. “It's 
certainly worse with the men and it also is not surprising 
that when I am frustrated inside, I don't show it in some 
way. It is normal.” 

Not much else is for this wunderkind. She has the tennis 
community convinced she will be its next big star and 
nothing she did Sunday changed many minds about that. 

Sabatini, who began playing the Open when Hingis was 2 
years old, used her court savvy to wear down the teen-ager. 
Still, the No. 9 seed was suitably impressed with the 
youngster. 

“f had to play great tennis on every point.” said Sabatini, 
who reached the quarterfinals for the ninth consecutive 
year. "She makes you play 100 per cent. She moves so well. 
She gets everything back. I tried to mix up my game to 
make her uncomfortable but it didn’t seem to bother her.” 

How good can Hingis become? “She's already a very 
good player.” Sabatini said. “I can't imagine how good 
she’ll be in one year, two years.” 

All things considered, Hingis’ week at the U.S. Open 
was very productive. She reached the fourth round of a 
Grand Slam tournament for the first time, gaining valuable 
experience. She played two matches on centre court, 
soaking up the atmosphere. 

She appreciated the experience, even if it did seem a 
little weird. 

“Every Grand Slam is a special tournament.” Hingis said 
through a translator. “In certain ways, it's a little crazy 
being out there at 14.” 

Sabatini remembered what it was like for her as a kid 
starting out on the tour. 

“I was very little,” she said. “They would tell me. ‘it's 
time to go play,' and I would go play. That’s what I wanted 
to do. TTiat's all I wanted to do. Just to go to the court and 

play- . 

“It’s very different. You feel different because you don't 
have any pressures, you don’t have any responsibilities.” 

Sabatini's responsibility Sunday was not to be defeated 
by this little girl. And she was never in real danger of 
having that happen. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
BACCALAUREATE ORGANISAT 

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE MIDDLE EAST 

CORRECTION 

The Northern Consortium and Rawdat A / Ma’aref School and College ran an 

advertisement in the September 4, 1995 issue of the Jordan Times which states that students with 
International Baccalaureate will be accepted in the Foundation Year Programme offered at Al Ma’aref. 

This is incorrect and misleading as it implies that International Baccalaureate Diploma holders would 
need a foundation course to gain entry to these British universities. The l.B. Diploma is recognised by 
British universities as qualifying its holders for university entrance, i.e. as equivalent to fulfilment of ‘A’ 
level requirements. i.B. diploma holders would have no need to attend this Foundation Year or any other 
course in order to gain entry into the universities that form this consortium or any others. 

in fact, recognition of the merits and high standard of the l.B. programme, as well as the ‘quality’ of its 
students, have led to some of the most prestigious universities in the world actually seeking out l.B. 
diploma holders. The i.B. is taught in 606 schools around the world, 29 of them in the United Kingdom, 
and it enjoys recognition in over 65 countries, with the United States and the United Kingdom at the top 
of the list. 
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TEST SITE: A partial view of the Mururoa atoll, where the last series of French nuclear tests 
are scheduled to take -place between Sept. 1 1995 and May 1996. The Greenpeace organisation 
and other anti-nuclear activists are campaigning to dissuade France from conducting the tests 
(AFP photo) 


New bomb scare spreads fear in France 


PARIS (Agencies) — Police 
Refused a powerful gas canis- 
ter bomb outside a Paris met- 
ro station on Monday that 
lent new fears through a 
french nation already jittery 
from a wave of blasts and 
attempts. 

j The 25-kilogramme device, 
dismantled after a cleaner 
found it in a public toilet, was 
ihe fifth bomb planted in 
France in 40 days by sus- 
pected Algerian extremists. 
Three of them exploded, kill- 
ing a total of seven people 
and wounding 101. 

The latest bomb, con- 
cealed on a busy square near 
the Convention underground 
train station in the 15th 
arrondissement (district), 
was planted just 50 metres 
from a school on the day that 
hundreds of thousands of 
schoolchildren returned to 
class amid tight security after 
the summer holidays. 

“An explosive device made 
up of a gas canister full of an 
explosive which has nor yet 
been identified and a detona- 
tor hqs been neutralised,” 
Paris police prefect (chief) 
Philippe Massoni fold repor- 
ters at the scene. 


The discovery was made 
barely 24 hours after a 
pressure-cooker bomb mis- 
fired in a crowded open-ai. 
Paris market, wounding four 
people. A massacre was 
avoided only because most of 
the explosives failed to ignite. 

Monday’s attempted 
bombing coincided with the 
opening of a trial in Brussels 
of 13 suspected members of 
Algeria's most militant fun- 
damentalist group, the Isla- 
mic Armed Group (GIA). 
which police believe is behind 
the wave of attacks in France. 

Paris put schools on high 
alert as the end of holidays 
sparked fears that children, 
might be the next target of 
bombers who have shown 
' they are bent on causing 
death at random. 

Sunday's explosion was the 
third in the French capital in 
less than six weeks. The 
blasts have killed a total of 
seven and wounded more 
than 100. Two earlier devices 
were also contained in gas 
canisters. 

A fourth gas canister 
bomb, planted on the. track 
used by France’s high-speed 
trains near Lyon, central 


France, on Aug. 26, failed to 
go off. 

French authorities believe 
bombing campaign is the 
wonc of the GIA, which is 
fighting to overthrow the 
country's military-backed 
regime. 

The GIA. known to have 
planted gas canister bombs in 
Algeria, has accused the 
French government of back- 
ing the Algiers regime. 

A dozen alleged GTA 
members went on trial in 
Brussels amid tight security. 

The accused include 
Ahmad Zaoui, 35. an Alge- 
rian suspected of being a 


leading figure in the GIA, 
rftf 


one of the most radical of the 
guerrilla groups to topple 
Algeria's military-backed 
regime. 

The trial is being closely 
watched in France in the 
hope it will cast light on the 
activities of the GIA's Euro- 
pean network. 

Abdul Karim Deneche, the 
reported leader of the GIA in 
Europe, is currently in cus- 
tody in Sweden and French 
authorities have requested 
his extradition in connection 
with the 3 July 25 blast at the 


Saint Michel underground 
station. 

French police have also 
been pursuing a possible 
Belgian connection to the 
attacks. 

Brussels police said Mon- 
day they had carried out raids 
on five addresses in the capit- 
al Sunday after a tip-off from 
French authorities. 

However, the raids failed 
to produce any evidence of 
arms running by the targetted 
Islamic activists. 

Belgian police sources 
have also stressed there is no 
evidence to link those on trial 
in Belgian with the Paris 
bombings. 

Zaoui was one of 13 men 
arrested in March in two 
police swoops aimed at dis- 
mantling GIA operations in 
Belgium. 

One of them, Yousef A1 
Majda, has since been expel- 
led to his native Morocco. 

The others — seven Alge- 
rians, two Moroccans, one 
Libyan and two Belgians of 
north African origin — are 
charged with various offences 
including, belonging, (p .a.cri- 
minal organisation, fraud and 
weapons violations. 






“What is unique 
about KIM'S 
New Boeing 767 
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Of course iU 
World Busi 



As of August 30th, 1995, we are not 
only flying you a brand new 
aircraft but also you will be able 



to experience 
our "World 
Business Class" 
f r o m / t o 
Amman. Here 
you can stretch 
out on a seat 
which provides 


you with 50 percent much more 
recline and leg space in addition 
to the personal video screen and 
telephone. So in your next trip, 
bridge the gap in comfort and fly 


new B-76 


/. 
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Hamas urges PLO 
to launch dialogue 


GAZA (R) — The militant 
movement Hamas called on 
Monday for a “comprehen- 
sive, serious” dialogue with 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) in what it said 
was an effort to close Palesti- 
nian ranks. 


Hamas also demanded the 
release of its activists from 
PNA' prisons as a goodwill 
gesture. 

“We in the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement Hamas see... 
that we must immediately 
stan in a comprehensive, se- 
rious national dialogue that 
will be binding to all influen- 
tial groups in the Palestinian 
arena including the authority 
(PNA) and the opposition.” 
Hamas said in a statement. 


Hamas said the aim of the 
dialogue was “to reach an 
understanding that will orga- 
nise the nature of the Palesti- 
nian national work at this 
critical stage of our people's 
history.” 

The Hamas movement is 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) bitter 
rival. Vowing to wieck the 
1993 Palestinian self-rule 
peace deal with Israel, 
Hamas has earned out a 
series of suidde bombings 
that have killed scores of 
Israelis. 

One Hamas offidal called 
for an agreement with the 
PNA before its authority ex- 
tends to the West Bank for 
fear of further erosion of 
Hamas support. 

PLO officials said that 
since PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat's return to Gaza from 
exile last year, he has tried to 
contain Hamas through dia- 
logue. The sides exchanged 
draft agreements but none 
was signed. 

Palestinian police have 
cracked down on Hamas fol- 
lowing the suicide attacks. 
Many Hamas military and 
political leaders have been 
arrested and some tried in a 
military court and sentenced 
to long jail terms. 

Israel and PLO hope to 
dinch an agreement for ex- 
panding self-rule this month. 


Hamas blamed the PNA 
for the absence of dialogue 
because it chose “the option 
of repression and confronta- 
tion with Hamas movement 
pushed by American and 
Israeli direct and open press- 
ures.” 

“If the authority is con- 
cerned with having a dia- 
logue, it is called upon to 
show national goodwill ges- 
tures and release all political 
detainees and to haft the rep- 
ression campaign against 
Hamas movement ' the 
statement said. 

Hamas warned Israel and 
its prime minister, Yitzhak 
Rabin, to refrain from 
“deepening die split among 
Palestinians by using some of 
its tools in the Palestinian 
Authority," and said that 
their “surprises” would be 
“larger than all the Israeli 
security precautions.” 

On Sunday, Israeli and 
PLO sources said Israel 
allowed two top Hamas men 
to meet their jailed leader. 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, hop- 
ing to foster an accord be- 
tween the movement and the 
Palestinian self-rule author- 
ity. 


Hisham Abdul Razak, a 
senior PLO official who 
negotiates with Hamas, said 
the sides had already drafted 
such an undertanding in 
June. But it was put off after 
a Tel Aviv bus bombing in 
July, after a hiatus of several 
months, and Mr. Arafat's 
subsequent arrests of Hamas 
activists. 

Scores of Israelis have, 
been killed in attacks by 
Hamas and the smaller, more 
militant Islamic Jihad group 
over the past year. 

But there are now indica- 
tions of a rift between 
Hamas' local leaders and 
those operating from Am- 
man. Damascus and other 
areas. 

Khaied Amayreh. a Heb-, 
ron University journalism 
professor and Hamas expert, 
said Hamas activists in the 
West Bank and Gaza are 
more interested in winning a 


share of power than those 
outside, who are still deter- 
mined to scuttle the Israel- 
PLO peacemaking. 

“It (the autonomy agree- 
ment) is a fact on the 
ground," Mr. Amayreh said. 

The Hamas statement 
Monday contained none of 
the customary threats against 
Israel, but stressed it was not 
a manifestation of weakness. 
“Our call for a serious and 
comprehensive dialogue is 
made at the time when our 
militants's swords are still co- 
vered with Zionists' blood,” 
it said. 

Hamas spokesman in 
Damascus have claimed the 
most recent bus bombing, 
which killed five people in 
Jerusalem on Aug. 21. But 
there was no local claim of 
credit, as in earlier attacks. 

Sheikh Yassin last month 
wrote Mr. Arafat affirming 
the group's “commitment to 
reaching an agreement with 
the Palestinian Authority,” 
Mr. Abdul Razak said. 

Mr. Abdul Razak said he 
and two Hamas activists, 
■Ismail Haniyeh and Khaied 
Al Hindi, visited Sheikh Yas- 
sin in prison recently. Mr. 
Abdul Razak said Sheikh 
Yassin called on his followers 
to end the violence. 

Mr. Hindi, a member of 
the Hamas committee nego- 
tiating with Mr. Arafat, re- 
fused to comment. “We will 
issue a statement the moment 
we have something to say,” 
he told the Associated Press. 

Hamas sources have said 
the movement is considering 
forming a political party to 
participate in Palestinian 
elections in the West Bank 
and Gaza expected by the 
end of the year. 

On Sunday, a Hamas 
spokesman in Jordan said the 
group would form a political 
party, but stressed its goal 
would be opposing Israeli- 
Palestinian peace. 

Ibrahim Ghosheh, the 
spokesman, said Hamas' par- 
ty will not participate in the 
elections and will oppose all 
accords between Israel and 
the PLO. 


seminar 

to review 


peace 
and . 


economy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy, in coop- 
eration with the Jordan's 
Institute of Diplomacy, 
will hold a three-day spe- 
cial international policy 
conference under the title 
of “Building on Peace: 
Toward Regional Security 
and Economic Develop- 
ment in the Middle East." 

The conference, which 
will begin on Saturday, 
will host speakers from 
Jordan, Israel and the 
U.S. The issues discussed 
will generally be related 
to the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty signed in 
October last year as well 
as the role of the U.S. in 
ensuring the success of the 
Jordan-Israel peace effort 
and in building upon that 
achievement for wider 
peace process objectives. 

“The purpose of this 
conference is to evaluate 
the Jordan-Israel peace 
experience one year on 
and to assess the potential 
of building on the model 
of that agreement to 
promote regional security 
and economic develop- 
ment.” said Robert Sat- 
loff. executive director of 
the Washington Institute. 

Speakers at the confer- 
ence are expected to in- 
clude His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. Israeli 
Minister of Healtth. 
Ephraim Sneh. Jordanian 
Ambassador to Israel 
Marwan Muasher, Israeli 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Shimon Shamir, the scien- 
tific advisor to His Majes- 
ty King Hussein as well as 
senior American. Jorda- 
nian. Israeli and other 
Arab officials, diplomats, 
scholars and private en- 
trepreneurs. 

During the conference, 
participants will divide 
into smart-group sessions 
to discuss issues as the 
outstanding Joroan-Israel 
bilateral agend'a, ways to 
expand economic oppor- 
tunities of peace as well as 
the role Washington can 
play in the next stage of 
the peace process. 


Israeli ‘party’ for 
Jerusalem gets off 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel on Monday 
kicked off the 3.000th 
anniversary celebrations of 
what is seen as King David's 
conquest of Jerusalem, unde- 
terred by criticism that it was 
an attempt to deny Palesti- 
nian claims to the city. 

The 17-month festivities 
are being boycotted by the 
European Union and Palesti- 
nian leaders because of the 
controversy. Some orthodox 
Jewish leaders are also 
staying away, saying the 
celebrations are too secular 
and that the date being cele- 
brated for the founding of the 
“Jewish capital" is wrong. 

For Monday's opening 
ceremony, Israeli leaders 
came to the Arab neighbour- 
hood of Silwan where 
archaeologists have been un- 
covering the “city of David," 
the ruins of the ancient settle- 
ment where Israelis believe 
King David proclaimed the 
capital of the Jewish king- 
dom. 

Dozens of riot police lined 
the rooftops to prevent possi- 
ble unrest as Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and 200 guests 


kicked off the celebrations on 
the slopes below the walled 
Old City. 

Mr. Rabin emphasised the 
central role of Jerusalem in 
Jewish history. "My Jeru- 
salem is the heart of the 
Jewish people, the focus of its 
yearnings, me land of its vi- 
sions. the cradle of its 
prayers." Mr. Rabin said. 

As the half-hour ceremony 
ended, Silwan residents 
staged a silent protest, releas- 
ing dozens of balloons in the 
Palestinian national colours 
of green, red, black and 
white. A large Palestinian 
flag was hoisted, attached to 
three balloons. 

Silwan resident Moeen 
Shami, a 28-year-old plum- 
ber. said some streets of his 
neighbourhood had been - 
quickly paved and piles of 
garbage picked up ahead of 
the ceremony, a sharp con- 
trast to what he said where 
years of neglect by the muni- 
cipality. 

“They can change the 
physical appearance, but they 
cannot change our hearts." 
Mr. Shami said. “They say it 
is a Jewish town, it is not." 


2 nuns, 2 journalists 
shot dead in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AP) — A jour- 
nalist working for Algerian 
state radio was shot to death - 
Monday, the third reporter 
killed in two days in a resurg- 
ence of violence that includes 
car bombings and attacks on 
symbolic targets, the radio 
said. 

Yasmina Brikh. who work- 
ed for Radio-Culture, was 
killed in front of her home in 
Eucalyptus, one of several 
Algiers suburbs considered a 
stronghold of Muslim fun- 
damentalists. The group of 
towns where Islamic extrem- 
ists are known to operate 
make up what is often refer- 
red to as the “triangle of 
fear." 

A political cartoonist for a 
pro-government newspaper 
was found shot dead earlier 
Monday, a day after the 
bodies of two foreign nuns 
and an Algerian journalist 
were found. 

There was no claim of re- 
sponsibility for the attacks, 
but foreigners and journalists 
have been targetted by radic- 
als in a 316-year-old insurgen- 
cy to undermine Algeria's 
military-installed govern- 


ment. 

The extremists, seeking to 
establish an Islamic state, are 
opposed to presidential elec- 
tions set for Nov. 16, along 
with Algeria's main opposi- 
tion parties. . 


Cartoonist Brahim Garoui. 
40, who sketched for the dai- 
ly A I Moudjahid, was found 
dead Monday after armed 
men took him from his home 
Saturday in Eucalyptus, a 
spokesman for the newspaper 
said on anonymity. 

Garoui became the 50th 
journalist to be killed in the 
insurgency, which began 
when the government cancel- 
led elections the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) was ex- 
pected to win. More than 
30.000 people have died. 


Said Tarzout, a 32-year-old 
reporter for the French- 
language newspaper Le 
Matin, was gunned down 
Sunday near his home in Tizi- 
ouzou. the capital of the 
Kabyle region, officials 
sources said. 

Tarzout was the third 
member of the Le Matin staff 
killed. 



Antonioni makes 

return in Venice 

VENICE, Italy (AP) — 
Silenced by a stroke. Famed 
director Michelangelo Anto- 
nioni soli had much to add 
Sunday to the Venice Film 
Festival with his comeback 
film. Beyond The Clouds. 
Extra showings of the film 
were added because of huge 
demand for seats. Some 
people began lining up for 
tickets hours in advance, it 
received a standing ovation 
at each showing. Wim Wen- 
ders co-directed with the 
83-year-old Antonioni, who 
lost his voice in a stroke 10 
years ago and was awarded 
an Oscar this year for his 
lifetime career. The film 
includes two interludes with 
music by Irish rock group 
U2. Taken from short stories 
written by Antonioni in 
1983. the film features an 
international cast including 
John Malkovich, Fanny 
Ardent, Vincent Perez, Paul 
Weller and Sophie Marceau. 
How can a man who is 
unable to speak direct a 
film? To dispel doubts that 
Antonioni’s only contribu- 
tion to Beyond The Clouds 
was his name, the Italian 
director's wife shot an on- 
set documentary showing 
the film in the making. 
Antonioni used gestures or 
notes to pass along his 
instructions. Like many of 
his earlier films. Beyond 
The Clouds deals with the 
difficulties of love. Anto- 
nioni’s last film was Two 
Telegrams, which debuted 
in 1981. He also has direct- 
ed Blow Up, L’ Aventura 
and La Notte. 


Vietnam outlaws 
casinos, almost 


HANOI, Vietnam (AP) — 
The Vietnamese govern- 
ment has outlawed all casi- 
nos. backing off from its 
earlier receptivity to foreign 
investment in a business 
once identified only with 
decadent capitalism. The 


ban was approved by Le 
Xuan Trinh, chairman of the 
prime minister’s office, the 
state-run Vietnam News 
reported Monday. ' The 
report gave no reason for 
Mr. Trinh’s decision, which 
hints at some of the conflict- 
ing interests in this Commu-; 
•hist nation as it seeks to 
integrate into the non-Com- 
munist World and mod- 
ernise its economy. Vietnam 
has experienced a general 
tightening of internal securi- 
ty in the past few months. 
Vietnamese conservatives 
are suspicious of casinos, 
even though supporters 
argue that they are a good 
way to attract foreign 
tourists and investors. Viet- 
-nam has only one world 
class gambling house, the 
Do Son Casino, built at a 
northern beach resort 140 
kilometres east of Hanoi. 
The newspaper described 
the facility as "a trial run for 
casinos in Vietnam" and 
said it would not necessarily 
have to close under the new 
»rule. The Do Son Casino is 
owned partly by Hong 
Kong's United International 
Business (UIB) Group. A 
company owned by Hong 
Kong tycoon Stanley Ho is 
one of UIB's partners. 
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Acclaimed play 
on U.S. Navy 
gays to fold 


LONDON — Burning Blue, 
a critically acclaimed play 

ShAut o -.1 


piaj 

about a homosexual witch- 
hunt in the U.S. Navy, is to 


rfl 11 , hill * 1 1 




— “JV V.U. i vuv jr, 11/ 

close early, producer Robert 
Fox said. Within a week of 


its opening in London’s 

July, Fox 


West End 


in 


_ — ui juij, lua 

clinched a hollywood film 
deal with stars such as Tom 


Cruise, Johnny Depp and 
Brad Pitt being considered 

f r\T * 


for the main roles. But Fox, 


faced with 
£363,000 


losses 

($563,200), 


of 

has 


. JJUO 

been forced to close the play 
early, blaming a summer 


• ■ — ouiuun.1 

heatwave, the play’s subject 
tnaner and scenes of male 


frontal nudity. 




